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Dear Me, President: o/

During my absence from this Headquarters, receipt of your letter
conoerning the problem of displaced persans was acknowl edged. I
was then on o trip during which I made sn inspection of o number
of the installations in which we have displaced persons. This
latter deals primarily with my own observations and will be sup-
plemented, eithsr immedietely or in the neer future, by o more
extonsive report comprehending the findings of subordinate com-
manders and staffs and of a specisl Jewish investigator.

As to the aseriocusneass of the problem, there is not the slightest
doubt. The hopelessness of the ordinary displaced person oco@es

about from fear of the future, whioh lovolves guestions, always

of internaticnal politics, and from the prootioal impossibility

of participating; at this time, in any useful ooccupation.

To speak very briefly about the psychologloal attitude of thees
paople, I give you a few impressions gaiped by direoct comversations
with them. A very large percentage of the persons from the Baltic
States, as well as from Poleod apd Rumanis, definitely do not went
to return to their own ocountries at this tima. Although such & re-
turn: represents the height of thelir uitimate ambitions, they con-
gtantly state, "We cannot go baok until there is a change in the
political sitwation = otherwise we will mll be killed.® They state
that the govermnments of all these states will parsecute them to the
poins of death, slthough they insist that they bltterly opposed
German domination of their respective states jJust s they uppuaud
domination by any other government,

With respect to the Jews, I found that moet want to go to Palestime,
I note in your letter thet you have already im tituted astion in
the hope of makipg this possible. All of these satters are, of
sourse, distinctly outside any military responsibility or authority
and there is nothing whatsoever that I or my subordinates would be
Juatified in promising or intimating in regard to them. However,
the matter draws practical importance for us out of the possibility
that oaring for displaced persons may be n long-time job. Since

I assume that most countries would be urwilling to absorb mrsses

of these people as citlezons In thelr respectlve countries, the only
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alterpative is that of hoping they will gradually voluntarily
disperse in the ereas of Western Europe and try to establish

them in & self-sustaining life, To this end we epgourage every-
body to go out end get a job if be possibly can, and have been
tryipg to explore the posegibilities of sgriculture end small
business in the hopes of establishing small colonies of these
people negr thelr present locetione. ¢me greast difficulty is
that they do not depire to lock upon their prqugr!;— ogatlion &=
any form of permanent home. They profer to ait and® ait rather
than to attempt, as they say, "forcing themsglves inkp s popu-
lation where they would never be welcoms". \=,

With regard to actual living conditions; I personally visited
five gempe, two of ‘l"."_li-ﬂ]'l. were exclusively Jewish and a third
largely so. Two ol the camps were villages taken [rom ths Germans.
Two others were clity suburbe which had been taken over and occcu-
plaed, ons by the Jews, ome by the PFolea. "Tn ona camp, which was

. Jowligh I found conditions laszs than satisfactory, but found

glso that the cemp end locel authorities were takdng over sddi-
tlonal houses in the Ilmmediaste vicinity, throwlns the Germans
.out of these houses in order to provide more and better accommo-
datione for the displeced persoma. You will understend that to
provision these people adeguately thoy must be housed in the same
general vicinity; an impozsible sdministrative problem would be
presented il they were soattered indiscriminately throughout the
Cerman population. All feeding of displaced persons is under :
militery or UNRRA oontrol, whereas, with fow exceptions, the Germin
population has to look out for itself. Y¥ou will understand, also,
thet when we gpeak of "uamp" we do not mean elther a tent camp or
ope made of huts, Speaking penerally, ewvery displeced persen is
in a permanent bullding of some sort, either an ordinary ui'rulliug
or bullding that wae once used for other purposes. In the camp
wharae I (ound conditions unsatisfactory, there were still punrds
on the eptrance end passes were requirved for vlslta to any dis-
tant spot, This practice is stopped, but the Jewish leaders with-
in the camp itzelf insisted that some form of control was nocddsary
in order, as they aanld, that "all of us do not get a bad name."

I found no ipstances of displaced persomns still living in the ald
"horror" eampe.

In one camp we have experienced; on the part of a considerable
mincrity of the displaced persons, a distinet lack of cooperation.
I om gtill reporting on evidence pgiven me by these people them-
gelves. The most eimple of sm ltary regulatlons were constantly
vidlated to o degree thet in some instanges gould be termed
nothing-lege than reveolting, although this has much '}.mpruvad.
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The voluntary police begped me to permit them to hawve arms.

Upon my flat'refusal to entertsin such an idea I recéived the
raply, "We havé scme vory mean men here and they cen get us all
in trouble". However, I am ocertein -thet since these peopls are
completely dependent upon ue for food, the necessary standard
of conduct can be maintained without any resort to harsh methods

At mo place did I [find any timidity onm the part of any officer

to throw o German out of & house in order to give betisr accommo=
dations to displaced peracne, but ms before mentiomed, problems

of feeding, distribution and medical cwre for this completely
helplesa group, meke it impsrative that they be sufficiently con=-
cantrated ino order ithet these services can be performed. In those
instances where I believe officers have over-emphasized the ad=-
ministrative difficulties, vigorous: steps are being taken and im=
provement will be prompha.

When it is reoalized that the Army in this area has been faced with
the meoat diffioult types of redeployment problems; has had to pre-
serve lew and order; furnish & multitode of services for itself
and for the thousands of people it employs, and on top of this

hes had this question of displaced persone with unnsudl ‘demands
upo trunsportation, housing, fuel, food, medicml care and secur=
ity, you cen well understand that there have been undenisble in=-
stances of inefficiency., Commenders of rll grades are enpaged in
seoking these out end ] am confident that if you could compare
conditions now with whet they were three months ago, you would
reallize that your Army here hae done an admirable end almost upn-
belisvable job in this respect.

Respectiully,

The Hon. Harry 5. Truman
The White louse
Washington, D. C.



