Cap, or General Eisonhower
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B October 1946

Dear Mr. Prosidents | )

-

This is my full report on matiters pertaining %o the oare and welfare
of the Jewish viotins of Napl porsecutlon within the United Btates Zcne
of Germany. It deals with conditions reported by Mr, Earl @, Harriscon,
U. 6. Hepresentatiwe on the Inter-Jovernmental Committes on Eafugees,
whioh was forwardsd to me under cover of your letter of 31 August 1045.

Sinoe Mr. Harrisen's visit in July msmy changes have taken plaoe

with respect to the omdition of Jowlsh and other displaced persons.
Exoept for temporarily crowded conditions, the result of shifts betwean
satablished centers and sn influx of persons into centers ms winter
approaches, housing is on & reasonable basis. Newvertheless, efforte

to improve their condition continue unabated. Subordinate ccmmanders
are under srders to requisition German houses, grounds, and other
faeilitios without hesitation for this purpose.

ﬂnhﬂnllngpruu—mﬂhq?mhhﬂlplnpunﬂn. This winter
the villages and towns in the U. 5. Zone of Germany will be required
to house more thun twiee their normal population., One million and

& half German alr reid refugees who were svacuated inte Boutlwestern
Germany, togethsr with some 600,000 Germans, Volksdeutache and

Budetens who fled from Poland, New Poland, Czechoslovakia and Yugo-
slavia befors the advenoing Hed Armiss have greated a condition of
gangeation in the U. 8. Zone which foroes the moet careful conserwvation
of housins gpece. At this moment the U, B. Zone iz under orders to
absorb 162,000 more Germans from Austria. Added to this influx of
population, there is the loss of housing in bombed=cut cities, aversging
well over B0 percent; the nocessity for billeting largs mumbars of our
troopsj and the asoomuodation required for priscners of war. The
resulting housing shortage is not merely acubte, but despeeate. Hot-
withstanding this situstion, in my recent inspsstions and those made
by my staff of Jewish centers, although erowded cenditions were found,
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in nearly every instanoe lnrﬁﬂluthl 30 sguere feet par person of
floor space required for our soldiers was awwilabla.

Displaged perscns have absclute preferonce cover Germans for housing,
but the requirements of the distribution of suppliss, the provision of
medical care, and the need for welfare motivities make it desirable
that displaced persons be sufficiently concentrated so that these
gerviees may be performed efficlently by the limited supervisory
personnsl and transport at ouwr disposal. Thus, oonsiderable use has
been made of large installstions such as brigk barracks, apartment
blocks and other public tuildings in preference to seattered individual
billeta.

Spooinl centers have been sstablished for Jewish displaced psrsons.

In the latter part of June, the Amies were direvoted to collsot into
specinl assembly centers displaced porsons who did not wish %o or who
could not be repatriated. On 26 July 1945, Dr. Rabbi Israsl Golstein,
Fresident of the United Jewish Appeal, reccmended that non-repatriabls
Jews be separated from othar stateless people, and placed in exolusively
Jewiah centers. As & result, the American Joint Distribution Committes
wag oalled upon to supervise the oatablislment of thoss ocentera. This
policy was reitarated mnd expsnded on 22 August. Spesial Jewish
oenters were established for "those Jows who are without nationality
or thoss not Soviet oitizens who do not desire %o return to thelr
country of origia®.

At the time of Mr., Harrison's report thers were perlmps 1,000 Jows
#%ill in their formor conosntration ocemps. These were too aick 4o be
moved at that time. Ho Jewlsh or other displagsd porsons have been
housad in these places longer than was absolutely necessary for
madlcal quarantine snd recovery from acute illnesa. It has alweys
besn our practios, not just our polley, to remove these victins with
the utmost specd from concentration campa.

The mssertion that our military puards are now substituting for 88
trocope is definitely misleading. One resson for limiting the numbers
permitted to leave our mssembly centers was depredaticn end banditry
by displaoed persons themaselwes. Despite all precautions, more than
2,000 of them died from drinking methylated alschol and cther types
of polsonous liquor. Many others died by vioclence or were injured
while eirculating outalde our assembly ocentera. Ferhaps then wo were
over-sealous in our surveillance. However, my prosent polioy is
wxpreased in a letter to subordinante comanders wherein I said:



Begepsary guarding should be done by displaced persons
themselves on the volunteer system and without amas.

——. Hilitary supervisors may be employed, but will not be

7" used as sentries sxospt in emergency. Everything should

: ‘%o done to encourage displaced psrsons to understand that

: have bean freed from tyramny, and that the supsrvision
o _axeroised over them is merely that necessary for thelr owm
protecticn snd well-being, end %o fecilitate essential
mainbenance.

i
%

thut we have problems of shelter and surveillance in hand.

oo is the provision of sufficlent and eppotising

the past, & 2,000-celorie minimm dist was presoribed for

osd persons in approved cemters. Our fleld inspectlons

have that in meny pleces this sculs was consistently exsesded,

bub there have also been sporadic instances where it was not met,

Three or four thousand persons of the persecuted oategeries, ineluding
Jews, in the American Zone have returned to their home communities.
Enrmmmhn;nmniﬂuihn-nummlnl.
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food parcels snd imported Civil Affairs/Military Government foodstuffa
are on hand %o supplement L suppliss and meot requisitions
%o maintain these standards. ars now issuing  direotive that those

& ]
hlmm?mmhdpﬂmmmnummnhhﬂmt-
thelr commmitles will receiwe a minimus ration of 2,500
w.unuumﬂumdlhn.hmuﬁnanmm.

and

lothing and shoss are avallable in adequate amounts of suitabls
types, Uniformly exeellent medioal atbontion is available to all
Jewish people in our centers where they have generally adequate
sanitary feoilities. UNREA and AJDC shaeffs, which are adninistering
an inoreasing mmber of our centers, are beooming efficlent, and are

It is fresly admitted that there iz need for improvement. The
sohools need more books; loisure~time and welfere sotivitles must b



further developed; peid employment outside the centers needs %o be
fostered; additional quantities of furmiture, bedding nnd fusl must
be obtained. We have made progress in re-uniting familiss, but postal
sormunicstions between displaced persons and their relatives and
friends oannot yet be inaugurated) roads and walks must be improved
in antioipaticn of oontinuing wet wenther. We are conseious of these
problems, we are working on them, and we have expert advice of UNHREA,
of Jowish Agencies, ecd of our Chaplains.

In certain instances we have fallen below standerd, but I should

like %o point cut that a whole army has been faced with the intrioste
problems of readjusting from combat to mase repatriation, snd them to
the present statio phase with its unique welfare problems. Anticl-
pating this phass, I have fostered since before D-Duy the development
of UNHRA so that persons of professionnl ocompetence in that organisation
might take over greater responsibilities, end releass our combat man
and of ficers from this most diffioult work.

You cen expsot our continued motivity to meet the meeds of perascubed
peopls, Perfection never will be attained, Hr. President, but real and
honest efforts are boing made %o provide sultable living conditions for
these psreecuted poopls until they can be permansntly rosettled in
other aread.

Mr. Barrison's report gives little regard %o the problems faced, the
real success nttained in eaving the lives of thousands of Jewish and
other concentration cemp victims and repatriating those who oould and
wished to be repatristed, and the progress made in fwo months to bring
these unfortunetes who remainsd under our jurisdiction from the depths
of physical degeneration to a condition of health and essentinl comfort.
I have personally been witness to the expressed gratitude of many of

Respectfully,




