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SUBJECT: Recuirements for Ferry Pilotéj

s ' CBmmandihg General, Eighth Air Force

SO T B e

1. PFrom all information there 1s going to be a shortage of
ferry pilots in the E.TJ0. and within the United States itself before
airplane production reaches its maximum.

2. Miss Jacoueline Cochrane, who has been in the theater for
some time in charge of American women ferry pilots in the British service,
has written a comprehensive study of this situation. A copy of this
study 1s attached, Misas Cochrane has wide experience in civil aeronautics,
in the ferry of aircraft within the United Kingdom, and 1is a successful
business woman. - This report indicates a thorough knowledge of the sub-
ject as well as an apprecilation of the problems involved. The report
covers procurement of competent flying and ground personnel and ejuipment
and the tralning of personnel necessary to the setting up of a ferry
service.

3. The plan is of a general nature and leads to decisions of
policy that must be developed in Washington. Due to the urgent need for
a competently trained ferry organizatior and the anticipated great expan-
sion of this recuirement, a thorough study and development of a plan 1is
essential. While there is no immediate need for a large number of ferry
pilots in this theater, future requirements must be recognized. Women
pilots are today ferrying in this theater all types of combat aircraft
with the exception of four motored aircraft and, from reports, the use of’
women ferry pilots has been on the whole aquite successful, X

4, Tt is recommended that the attached study be forwarded to
Washington for earnest econsideration. Miss Cochrane is now in the United
States and is availlable for conferences on the 'subject. '

5, My own personal views in the matter are that:

a, Women pilots may well be used in various flying categories
such as pilots and co-pilots in ferrylng operatioms, operation of shuttle
air service for transportation of personnel, mail and cargo, speclal _
couriers, pllots for tow targets and gliders for training, navigators, radio
operators, administrative flying officers, etc. . :

be That there is no fmmedizte need for women pilots in this

theater.
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€+ 'That training of women pilots could be carried on in
the States in all types of airplanes which they might be called upon to
ferry. Weather and the resulting small number of good flying days,
the short periods of daylight during the winter, the many local
restrictions on flying, would all operate to restrict the successful
training in this theater. %

6. If reports are true that sources for competent combat
pilots are not producing the recuired number, it is recommended that
consideration be given to training women pilots in the United States
for non-combat use, indicated in Paragraph 5 above, in the Army Air
Forces., )

7. That if the above . recommendaticn receives favorable con-
sideration, 1t is recommended thet Miss Jaccueline Cochrane be given
consider-tion for g key position In this feminine Command,

s/ W. H. Frank
W, H. FRANK
Ma jor General, U.S.A.
Commanding
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Stra#®-  thru 9/21  Frank, subjéct:
meyer AFRIT

with an attachment,

with a 1lst Indorsement in which General Spaatz

concurs .

 Miss Jacquelin Cochran is now on duty in the
Office of the Director of Individual Training and

probably cen expand on the inclosed papers.

; The inclosed is forwasrded for your information
and action in connection with the use of women as

Ferry Pilots.

1st Ind. to CG/AAF, 9/15,

,frm Hdctrs. 8th Air Force -
.re incl, Itr to CG/8th AF

frm Gen. Frank, 9/11, re.
above subj. and attached

"revort on Studies and Plan

for establishing of Air
Transport & Ferrying Service.

AFRIT-2H CG/ATG  9-22 1. Noted.

Incl: n/c

G.E.S.

EHH:ren 72668

L..S. SMITH
Colonel, Air Corps
Dir. Ind. Trng.

Inclosed isa recommendation ot ﬁaaalgﬁr W H.
Requirements for Ferry Pilets,
sub ject: Studies and Plans
for Establishing of Alr Transport and Férry Service,

.
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*'_”-HEALDPUARTERQ«‘W ' -’ Septemer 15, 1942. TO: eaammandiﬁg
~General, Army kir Eor%e% Wa«hlngton, Yoo TN : s
_ gt
1?5 Attention 1nvited to basic letter and ‘attached reporte.
? 2. . The undersigned concurs in the ideas experienced in General Frank's

letter.

CARL SPAATZ,
Ma jor General, U.S.A.
Commanding. :
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