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to put into effect NATO military alerts in appropriate phasing
with whatever alerts the Tripartite powers might adopt in the
light of Berlin developments. Though General Norstad never
took a final position on this recommendation, I believe he would
recommend that at such time as the three governments "consult
the NATO Council before initiating a probe" (JCS message 962347
of July 14 to CINCEUR), they should request the Council to give
the NATO military authorities this discretionary power regarding
alerts.

As stated at the outset, there is some question as to how
lively LIVE OAK will be in the coming months, so this is likely
to be the last informal report in this series for some time. I
am going on home leave in mid-September, but during my absence
George Vest here at SHAPE and Dick Finn at EUCOM will continue
to give this project appropriate attention.

Sincerely,

Raymond L. Thurston

cc: Mr. Barbour, London
Mr. Lyon, Paris
Mr. Tyler, Bonn
Mr. Finn, EUCOM/L

Typed from a deteriorating manuscript by an Eisenhower Library staff
member, 12/2/87, bc
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