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BUBJECT: T0C: People to People Program - Vigit of Fakistan Cricket Team

The Z.:hassy end the USIS was under pressure fram the tims the Pakistan —I
Crickct le¢am announced its plans to visit the West Indies to provide grants
for the rcrbers of the tcan to visit the United States. As it ws imposzible
to arran;c such grants the assistance of the Paople to Peoples Program vas
requested through the Agency., The day before his departure Mr. Kardar, Skipper
of the Paristan Cricket tess, phoned the Cultural ffice to ask whether the
stop had hcen arranged,

The news that the teem was being invited to visit the United States vas
widely publicized and was received by the general public that takes its cricket
seriously with great enthusiasm, While the people of Fakistan realised thet
ericket was not one of the national sports in the United States, they considered
the invitation a tribute to their own tear. The exoellent coverage furnished
the USIS Pakistan wes carried in all newspapers and the reports were the subject
of mch corment.

When the cricket team participeted in a panel discussiom st the United
States Infarmation Cemter on July 9, 1958 (USIS despetch Mo. 7 of July 16, 1958)
the andience assembled was the largest s nce John Sebastian played there in
1957. At that time Mr, Kardar and other members of the team paid glowing tribute
to the American people end spoke warmly of their reception in the United States.

The USIS believes that the Agency and the Feopls to Peopls Sports Comittee
by this means reached a large and influential segment of Makistani peopls that
is not alweys touched by other efforts. khawvaja Salecem Ahmed, Physical Education
Director, University of Karachi, and Mr. W.A. Jilani, Vice President, Netional
Recreation Association, among others, commented to USIS on how effective
the visit was, and thanked the Sports Committee for its friendly gesture towards

the Pakistan Cricketeers.
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