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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

 
 
L. Arthur Minnich (1918-1990) was born in Lorain, Ohio, and graduated from Princeton 
University in 1940. After serving in the army during World War II he earned a doctorate in 
history from Cornell University and then taught history at Lafayette College from 1948 to 1952.  
 
In June 1952 Minnich joined Dwight D. Eisenhower’s campaign staff. When Eisenhower 
became president, Minnich joined the White House staff as Assistant Staff Secretary. His job 
was to keep records of Eisenhower’s presidential activities, for which his training as a historian 
admirably suited him. Minnich kept minutes of Eisenhower’s Cabinet and Legislative Leaders 
meetings. He compiled a detailed daily log of Eisenhower’s official activities. He also worked 
with the National Archives to compile Eisenhower’s official presidential papers. These were 
later published in a series of volumes titled Public Papers of the President. Minnich’s official 
files from his service in the White House are part of the records of the White House Office, 
Office of the Staff Secretary. These include his handwritten minutes of Cabinet and Legislative 
Leaders meetings, his daily log of presidential activities, and the miscellaneous notes he kept of 
President Eisenhower’s work. 
 
In August 1960 Minnich transferred to the Department of State where he helped coordinate U.S. 
policy toward the United Nations Economic and Social Council (UNESCO). After retiring in 
1976, he continued to be active in matters regarding the Eisenhower administration, and served 
as executive secretary of the Eisenhower World Affairs Institute from 1983 to 1986. 
 
This collection consists primarily of printed material that Minnich collected for reference 
purposes. The material has been organized into two series. The first series contains 
correspondence and miscellaneous reference material, arranged by subject. The first two files 
date from after the Eisenhower administration. These contain correspondence with historian Fred 
Greenstein in 1979 regarding Minnich’s work at the White House, and arrangements for a 
luncheon sponsored by the Eisenhower World Affairs Institute in 1984. The remainder of the 
series covers the 1952 campaign and the Eisenhower administration. It consists of material on 
major accomplishments of the administration, the organization of the White House staff, and 
publicity material on U.S. foreign policy.  
 
The second series contains reports, brochures, and printed material, arranged by the origin of the 
documents. The major categories are White House material, which includes reports by various 
presidential advisory committees; U.S. government publications; foreign government 
publications, including the United Nations; publications by private individuals and organizations, 
including political material; and a chronological file of newspaper clippings.  
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