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An instrument of gift for these papers was signed by Mr. Petersen in August 1983. Literary 
property rights were assigned to the United States of America. Under terms of the instrument of 
gift the following classes of documents are withheld from research use: 
 
 1. Papers and other historical materials the disclosure of which would constitute a 

clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy or a libel of a living person. 
 
 2. Papers and other historical materials that are specifically authorized under criteria 

established by statute or Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national 
defense or foreign policy, and are in fact properly classified pursuant to such statute 
or Executive order.   



 
SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

 
 
Howard C. Petersen, a banker from Philadelphia, and a former Assistant Secretary of War in the 
Truman Administration, served as the finance chairman of the National Committee Eisenhower 
for President, 1951-1953. He also served as Chairman of the Finance Committee, Citizens for 
Eisenhower. During the pre-convention phase of the campaign he organized the fund-raising 
campaign, selected state finance chairmen, coordinated the fund-raising of the various 
committees, and brought in Price-Waterhouse to run the accounting. In 1954 Petersen was a 
member of the Finance Committee of the National Citizens for Eisenhower Congressional 
Committee, but Spencer T. Olin served as Chairman. Petersen also participated in the fund-
raising effort of the 1956 Eisenhower campaign, but not in any official capacity. 
 
Virtually all of Petersen’s papers consist of records for the Eisenhower fund-raising effort or 
pertain to Eisenhower campaign activity. The collection, which is chronologically arranged, is 
composed of correspondence, memoranda, reports, lists, ledgers, and publications pertaining to 
the organization and operations of the fund-raising effort. Included are lists of campaign 
contributors and the amount donated, as well as account ledgers and cash receipt books 
documenting the disbursement of national campaign funds. The collection also contains 
correspondence and invitation lists for the 1953 Inaugural, correspondence and reports 
concerning the operation of the National Citizens for Eisenhower Congressional Committee, and 
correspondence and memorabilia concerning the activities of the 1956 National Citizens for 
Eisenhower. 
 



 
CONTAINER LIST 

 
 
Box No. Contents 
 
 1 National Committee Eisenhower for President (1)-(7) [1952] 

 
National Eisenhower Finance Committee (1)-(5) [1952] 
 
Accounting Procedures (Jan. 15, 1952) 
 
Report and Financial Statements (Dec. 21, 1951 - Nov. 14, 1952) 
 
Lists of Donors (1952) (1)(2) 
 
Eisenhower - Contributions, January 1952 
 
Eisenhower - Contributions, February 1952 
 
Eisenhower - Contributions, March 1952 (1)-(3) 
 
 

 2 Eisenhower - Contributions, April 1952 (1)-(3) 
 
Eisenhower - Contributions, May 1952 (1)-(3) 
 
Eisenhower - Contributions, June 1952 (1)-(4) 
 

  Eisenhower - Contributions, July 1952 (1)-(9) 
 
 

 3 Eisenhower - Contributions, July 1952 (10)(11) 
 
Contributions - Conrad Hilton Hotel (July 1952) (1)(2) 
 
Eisenhower - Contributions, August 1952 
 
Eisenhower - Contributions, September-December 1952 
 
Eisenhower - Contributions to State Committees (1)-(4) 
 
Carlton Hotel Dinner Invitation List, Jan. 19, 1953 (1)(2) 
 
Inauguration - Eisenhower (1953) (1)(2) 

 



 
  National Citizens for Eisenhower [Congressional Committee] (1953-55) (1)-(3) 

 
 

 4 District Chairman’s Conference, Washington, June 10-12, 1954 (1)(2) [of the 
National Citizens for Eisenhower Congressional Committee] 
 
National Citizens for Eisenhower - 1956    
 
Campaign Facts - 1956 [published by National Citizens for Eisenhower] 
 
Straight From The Shoulder [1956] [publication of the Republican National 
Committee] 
 
Account Ledger of Expenses by National Citizens for Eisenhower [July-September 
1952] 
 
Account Ledger of Expenses by National Citizens for Eisenhower [December 1951 - 
November 1952] 
 
Cash Receipt Account Book [April-August 1952] 
 
Cash Receipt Account Book [December 1951 - November 1952] 
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