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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

 
 

The records of the Commission on Intergovernmental Relations span the years 1953-1955 and 
consist of the working papers of the Commission itself and its various special study 
subcommittees. 
 
The Commission records consist of telegrams, correspondence, verbatim transcripts of meetings, 
minutes of meetings, drafts, and reports on the over-all topic of intergovernmental relations, and 
the housekeeping duties of the Commission (personnel, records management, supplies, etc.). An 
important segment of these records are the “state impact” studies of federal grants-in-aid. These 
studies consist of answers to the Commission’s questionnaire by the various state commissions 
and of reports submitted by professional consultants. 
 
The records of the special study committees consist of telegrams, correspondence, verbatim 
transcripts of meetings, minutes of meetings, drafts, reports, and questionnaires answered by the 
particular state agencies and organizations concerned with a specific topic. These topics include: 
airport construction, agriculture, education, taxation, grants-in-aid, health, highways, housing, 
Indian Affairs, law enforcement, local government, natural disasters, conservation and natural 
resources, unemployment compensation, vocational rehabilitation, and welfare. 
 
Within each folder are cross reference sheets to other pertinent files in the collection. In addition, 
there is an alphabetical name index to the files in the last 10 boxes and two boxes of carbon 
memoranda written by the Chairman and the Director of Research. 



 
NOTE ON THE COMMISSION 

 
 

The Commission on Intergovernmental Relations was established July 10, 1953 to study and 
investigate the following problems: the proper role of the Federal Government in relation to the 
States and their political subdivisions; an adjustment of intergovernmental fiscal relations; 
justification for existing Federal aid programs, possible extension of Federal aid, possible 
limitation of Federal control connected with Federal aid. 
 
Dean Clarence Mannion was appointed first chairman of the Commission and was succeeded in 
1954 by Meyer Kestnbaum. Other members of the Commission included: Alfred E. Driscoll, 
William Anderson, Lawrence A. Appley, John S. Battle, John E. Burton, Marion B. Folsom, 
Charles Henderson, Oveta Culp Hobby, Sam H. Jones, Clark Kerr, Mrs. Alice K. Leopold, Val 
Peterson, Alan Shivers, Dan Thornton, Alan Bible, Hubert H. Humphrey, Wayne Morse, John 
M. Butler, Andrew F. Schoeppel, John D. Dingell, Brooks Hays, James I. Dolliver, Angier L. 
Goodwin, and Harold C. Ostertag. 
 
The Commission submitted its final report including recommendations for legislative action to 
the President on June 30, 1955. 
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