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March 25, 1953

MEMORANDUM FOR THE GECRETARY OF DEFENSE
SUBJECT: ESegregation in Schools on Army Foste

At my request, following last week's news eonference a
memorandum sddressed to my Press Cecretary has been received from
the Secretary of the Army relative to the sbove subject.

(1) It states that by the opening of the school term next
Foll all schools opersted by the Army under provisions of Ssction 6
of Fublic Law 87h will be on & completely inteproted basis. Conse=
quently, the process of integration is almost completed, but in any
event:4dll be conclmed prior to the opening of the schools next
m—

: {(2) The memorandum likewise discusses the operation of
schools by state authorities on Yeder property under the
provisions of Eection 3 of Public Law 87 Eince these mchools are
operated with State funde but on Federal property and in Federally-
owned buildings, complicating factors are present.

The Secretery of the Army's memorandum indisates that the
Army comminders are in the process of making & survey relative to
this question designed to brinpg about agreement with local authorities
for integrating the gchools. If such integration is not schieved,
other arrangements in theese instances will be considered.

signed

DWIGHT D, EISENHONWER
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SUBJECT: Segregaticn in Army Scheools

1. In respconse to the questien concerning dependent education
on ATzy posts in Virginia, Oklahoms and Texes, pofed by Alice Dunnigan
of the Associated Negro Press at the President's Press Conference of
1% March, the current status of this problem is as follows.

2. At present there are two types of dependent schools operated
on Army Fosts in the continental United States where segregation is
practiced:

g, The first is that operated by the Army with funds provided
by the Commissioner of Education under the provisions of Section & of
P.L. 87Lh. The cnly school of this iype is at Fe~t Eenning, Ceorgis,
which at the request of local civilian suthorities has been cperated on
a segregated basis. Arrangements have been made recently to operate
this sechool on a completely integrated basis commencing next fall,

b, The second type is that referred to by Alice Munnigan,
operated by State authorities on military reservetions under the provi-
sions of Section 3 of P.L. Bi4. These schools necessarily operate
wnder the applicsable local state laws, which in the instances clted pro-
vide for segregated schooling, Any change in this system mmst be
negetiated by local commanders with local awthorities; where integration
cannot be arranged through such negotiatien, the assistance of the Com-
migeion of Education must be solicited under the provisions of Section &,
P.L. B7L4. This =zection suthorizes the Commizsicner of Education to make
arrangements for providing free publie aducation for children living on
Federal property when and only when "no tax revenues of the state or any
political subdivision thereof may be expended for the free public educa-
tion of such children; or if it is the judgment of the Commissiocner,
after he has consulited with the appropriate state educatlional sgency,
that no local educational agency is able to provide suitsble free public
education for such children.," ‘This could mean that, in order to provide
integrated schools, the federal govermment would have to duplicate exist-
ing school facilities.

3, This sliitusition hes been discussed on sSeveral occcasions in de-
tail among former Assistant Secretary of Defense Rosenberg, Comndssion-
er of Education McClrath, former Assistant Secretary of the Army
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Korth, a.nd representatives of the National Aaﬂn:a-nmtd.c-n for the Advance- o

ment :;.f Colored People. Arising from these discussions, steps heve
been taken to have Army commanders survey the problem to determine
whether suitable arrangements can be made with local authorities for
integrated schoocling. As socon as this situstion is clarified, the De-
partment of the Army will consider initiating appropriate action %o
the Commissioner of Education for his assistance.

L. Tt must be pointed out that should the Department of the Army
prod the Cosmissioner of Education to set up duplicate facilities at
our posts in Virginia, Cklahoma end Texas which now operate segregated
schools, at least two problems arising from this actlon can be foreseen:

8. Py declaring that exdsting facilities are not Mauitable®
and building new ones for no reascn other than to eliminate segrega=-
tion, the federal government could be attacked in the press and Congress, \
particularly by the Southern States' representatives, for needlessly
apending public funds. R

b. Even though the federal govermnment can build new facilities
and can provide the students, the government has no way of cospelling '
nor can it counter a possible move of the state invelved to refuse to \
grant teaching certificates to the instructors required tc cperste such
schools, Since in a majority of cases high schools are cperated off
post, thiz could well lead to the stete schocl system refusing to
accept into its segregated high school (over which the Army, of course,
hes np contrel) those graduates of our integrated schools.

g. No funds are expended from the Army Budget for Dependent Educa-
tion in the continentel United States.

)
V etz . -ﬂ'"}—-q._J.r_!—L-'-- -

Robert T. Stevens
Secretary of the Aroy
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Suhject: Segrepation issues involved in temporary extension of

Pablie Law 874, Hlst Congress

Fublic Law 274, 8lst Congress, expiring June 30, 1954, anthor-
izea payments to tha States and loecal school districta to aid in
meeting operating and masintenance costs of schools in areas where
the children of Fedarzl employees have cansed substantdial increases
in attendance., Schools for which Fedearal paymants may be made are:
(1) those located on non-Federal property and operated by State and
local authorities; (2) those located on Federal property and oper-
ated by Federal agencies; (3) those located on Federal property bub
oparated by local authorditiss.

{1) Schools located on non=Federal property and
operated by State and local anthorities ara segregatad
or non-sagregated as the State law prescribes, Ho
authority exists to require such schools to be non-

sagregatad,

(2) Existing law contains administrative discre-—
tion as to whether schools located on Federal property
and operated by Federal agencies, should be segregated.
The policy is now non-segregation and, Federal Securlity
Agency ataff advises that, except for two schools, they
are all non-segregated.® Federsl Security Agency's staff
advises that in one of these two the negro parents have
requested & contimation of segregation and that in the
other the residences of the pupils make segregation
logical, FPresident Trusan's veto of H. R. 5411, 82nd
Congress, a bill to extand both Public Law 815 (aid for
construction) and Public Lew £74, was based on the ground
that the bill} would have required, by law, & number of
these federslly operated schools on Federal proparty
which were opsrating successfully on an integrated besis,
to be segregated.

{3) Present law alsc contains discretion as to
whether locally opearated schools on Federal property
should be segregated. The policy now is that they are
segrogated or non-segregated depending on State lawa for
regular 3tata and local schools,
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Federal Security Apency's proposed extension of Public Law 874
to June 30, 1956, would contime the present situation with respect
to segregation in all three {iypes of schools,

It 18 not clear to this office, from the statements President
Eisenhowars heretofore made respecting sepregation and respecting
discrimination in Federal programs, what action, if any, the Presi-
dent desires to take on the two segregation issues involved in the
axvansion of Publlic Law 874.

(1) Does the President wish that the proposed
tamporary extension of Public Lew 874 provide for stopping
Federal payments fo all schools which are oparated on a
sepregated basis? Ma

{(2) If not, does he wish to stop payments to segre-
gated achools on Fedaral property. This could be done
either by amending the draft bill or action by the President
to require the exercise of adminmistrative discretion under

existing languaga,
With respect to the first question, it should be made clear that

if non=segregation is a requirement of Federal aid to regular local AW
schools, the segregated local schools would, of course, stop receiving "
aid and the program would be erippled since a large mumber of the 1:?._:."':‘,_
federally affected areas are in the southern States, which need the 3 nt

ald most. TFurthermore, if this were done, similar action would seam =9
appropriates on other school aid programs such a3 vocational educatdion
and schocl lunch granis as well as, generally, on all Federal grants-
in=aid, TIn making this decision, the merita of non-segregation in
federally-aided programs should be weighed against the possible dis-
ruption of these programs. Ths forthooming Supreme Court decision

on the school segregation cases will have a bearing on the segre-

gatlon issue in many Federal aid programs,

With respect to the second question, thare are now soma 18
schools located on Federal property but oparated by local school
districts on a segregated basis. These are mainly on Army bases,

If the lew were amendsd or if admimistrative discretion wore exsr-
cised to prohibdt segregation in these achoola, the loeal suthori=
ties, in sepregated States, would be forced to discontinue partici-
pation in their operation, The Commissionsr of Education would then
be required to provide for the Federsl operation of the schools with-—
out the State and local finaneial contributions now being made, Ted-
eral Security Agency's staff estimates roughly that the increased cost
of operation, due largely to the withdrewal of these State and local



contributions, would be $1,000,000 & year. Tn addition, FSA staff
thinks it is possible that some additional construction aid might

ha necessary, [his, of course, would have to be provided under new
leglslation such as an axtension of the expiring construction aid
law (Public Law 215) but it would not excesd ons-nalf millicn dollars
in total, if needed at all.

The report of tha president's press confersnce of March 19, sug-
gests that he might favor measures tn end sepregation in all those
cases whers the schocls are on Government property. Whether or noh
this inference is correct, advice on the above questions is necessary
to complets Bureau action on the Federal Securdity Agency draft bill

amending Public Law 274.
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“ 1 ]]iﬂ 0i'd&1'5 Probe of Segregated Schools
At Fort Belvoir and Other Posts in South

By Jranne Mogers |1urc of Federal funds on !ngrtl_:tha: segrogated schools an the
Fori Rescrter Iogleal or moral grounds, {Bases clted "do not result feam |
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the South. boet H. Humphrey (D-Minn.),|jnw which grants Federal funds
The segregation question was| gepod Anni M, Resenberg, lomm: | fy spis purpose,

bews confercnee by a reporler of| fmnse, and Earl J. Melrath, | ractice §s unrsatisfaelory an
the Associated Negro Press, Shol Commissinner of Education, to | [ ce s satisfpclory and
said the Army Is opesating sev-|elacity their positions oo the
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policy of eliminating segroga- ns; Fort Sill, Okla, and Fopt In clarifying Lhe position of |

Unn in the Armed Services,” | Belvaoir, Va the United Slates Office of Sdu. ©

Alice Dunnigan said, “T wonder | Humplirey, & member of (he eallon. MeGratl said, under Low, &
1 {he ofiice nas - guthority m‘ur:]':"

if anylhing has Leen done to| Senate Lobor and Publie We

Torrect that sitwation?” fare Committen, sald that in Ms | edyeation In the stnies.
Mr, Eisenhower replicd ke | judgment, the proctice 13 a vio-| At Fort Belvoie, g F-'-

would logk the matter up. The lztion of Federal policy. [County school syste-

Presddent added be didot see Wes Mnsembery referred o] e .

how any American cpuld Justily | guery from STumphrey in Cor ©
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