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RECEIVED

T'he Honorable Dwight D. Eisenhower
Tha white House
washington, D, C.

Dear General Eisenhowers:

I was pleased to note from press reperts
that vou will sive personal consideration to the answWers to be
submitted by the Department of Justice to the United States xoF V04
Supreme Court inm copmection with the public school licigaticn
oW pending,

e

Throughout the history of our public
school system every state has exercisecd the right to operate v
its own schools, and the United States Supreme Court has sus-
tained this risht in a series of cases extendinz back some
three—guarters of a century. State laws have required parents
te send their children Lo school and under stace laws the state
and lecal communities bhave accepted the responsibilicy of pro—
viding the best scheools which their resources pemitted, During
the past teén years groat progress has been made im improving pub=-
lic school systems in the South. For instance, Louisiana has in-
creased its minimum salary for beginner teachers holding a D
degree im both its white and colored scheols to $2400.00 for the
nine months school yvear. HModern hish scheols for celeored citi-
zens have been constructed; particularly in our larger cities
where better financial resources exist and further developsent
iz in prospect,

The states are presently finding it diffi-
cult to provide the additienal school facilities needed for the
fast=growing school population. The effect of the lncreased
pestwar birth rate is being felt heavily in the lower asze class
rooms. Yet the states have met the problem teo date without fedaral
aids A federal edict contrary to the established order and customs
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could well disrupt many locel systems, particularly in the
rural areas. Such a disruptiom would interrupt the present
erderly improvement and deo sreat damage to the f£ine racial
relationships that have existed — and improved — over the
¥EATH.

Every tTrue American must believe in
the principle of fair treatment to every citizen, resardless
of race, color or religion, but, as in the case of the sub-
ject matter comnonly referred to as FEPC, the solution of
the school problem rightfully rests on the state and local
level. The states have Che finoncial responsibility of pro-
viding school buildings, as well as teachers and tramsporta-
tion facilities where needed., A lederal edict would require
drastic and sudden major changes and expenditures for which
funds are not available,

However, the controllines consideration
is not money or even sezregation. It is one of preserving
our dual system of federal and state government, I trust that
the suiding principle of states rishts, local self-=szovernment
and community responsibility will be given the prime considera-
tion it deserves, and that the position of the Department of
Justice will be towards sustaining the fundamental American
cenception of state sovereigniy.

With zeed wishes Tor your continued
heaith and happiness and appreciacion Tor the Tine service
you are rendering the American people, I am

Respectd

Fobert I, Hennon
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