October 23, 1954

Dear Swedsa;

Your judgment on the spinning reel coincides exactly with
mine. Since 1944 whan 1l first encountered these gadgets

in France, 1 have been the recipient of various types of
apinnars == I should say one arrives about every sixty days.
I leave them to those who like them. For my own fishing,

1 keep half a dosen fly rods ranging from about 1-1/2 cunces
to 4=1/2, and I keep three favorite casting rods. 1 think
this combination cught to see me through the {ishing seasons
left to me.

1 skip over your comments on the election campaign. 1
have appeared before a number of audiences, but I strive
to deal only with substantive matters -- with fact and
logical deduction -- while staying cut of political bickering,

When you mention Adlai, I again find myself in complate
agreement with you, except that I doubt that he is a very
dangerous opponent. However, if be should slip iato a
position of real responsibility, he would represent a great
risk for the country.

A8 to "four=-headed" foreign policy, the Democrats never
succeeded in keeping pecple like McCarran from sounding
off when they so chose, 5o if a Republican Senator lets go
once in a while, I don't know what we can do about it, sven
though I deplore the misunderstandings they create.

2o far as Dulles is concernad, he has never made a serious
proncuncement, agreement or proposal without complete and
exhaustive consultation with me in advance and, of course,
my approval, If your friend Senator Ervin would take the
trouble to lock up the record, he would see that Nixoen
belonged in the same school, although he admittedly tries

to put his proncuncements into more colorful language.
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You are somewhat wrong in your statement, "1 know that
at one time you contemplated some really drastic acticn

in Indo-China." What I really attemptad to do was to get
established in that region the conditions under which I

falt the United States could properly intervene to protect
its own interests. A proper political foundation for any
military action was essential. Since we could not bring it
about {though we prodded and argued for almost two years),
1 gave not even a tentative approval to any plan for massive
intarvention,

You are right in your conclusion that the Eurcpean sitoation
locks somewhat batter. By no means have 1 made up my
mind finally on Mendes-France, For the moment, I accept
your instinctive impression as my own.

As to appointments on the Supreme Court, 1 think one or
two cbservations are applicable. Your implication seems
to be that Governor Warren was a "political" appointment.
It was most emphatically not.

That particular vacancy occurred most unexpectedly, and
the particular qualifications in the individual that should
fill it were something that 1 studied and lived with for a
number of weaks. The Chisf Justice has a great many
administrative tasks, as well as cbvicus responsibilities
involving personal leadership. Along with this, he must
be a statesman and, in my opinion (since I have my share
of egotism), I could not do my duty unless ] appointed a
man whose philosophy of government was somewhat along
the lines of my own, All this finally brought me down to
Warren, especially as I refused to appoint anycne to the
Suprema Court who was over 62 years of age, It seems to
me complately futile to try to use a Supreme Court vacancy
as a mere reward for long and brilliant service, If 1 should
be succeeded by a New Deal President, a judge who is now
69 or 70 would probably create a vacancy very soon to be
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filled by the left-wingers. So == it seeme to me that
prudence demands that I secure relatively young men
for any vacancies that may occur. I wish that 1 could
find a namber of outstanding jurists in the low 50's,

The segregation issue will, I think, become acute or

tend to die out according to the character of the procedure
orders that the Court will probably issue this winter, My
own guess is that they will be very moderate and accord a
maximum of initiative to local courts.

Give my love to the family,

AB aVEr,
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