U.S. NAVAL COMMUNICATION STATION

Navy Number 128 (one two eight)
Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California
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Attention: OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
Mr. President:

My name is Charles Alexander. I am a member of the United States
Armed Forces. My race is Negro, and I am eighteen years of age.

The purpose of this'letter is to find out, first hand, what is
being done about‘the situation now at hand, in the south concerning the
intregration problem, This is very important to me because it concerns
the welfare of my people; and of the United States. I am but eighteen
years of age, and yet I am willing to lay down my life in ihe defense of
a country whe:e my people are not even wanted; I feel very self-conscious
about this,

Here in the navy,where both white and others are living together, the
problem is still the samg, with insults comming from right and left.

When I came into the navy I was eager to do my best and get ahead.
I have lived in Caiifornia all my life and have never been confronted
with anything like this before., It is not because I am a Negro that I
feel this way, It is because I havé a sense of decency and feel that I

should do all that is in my power to correct the awful mistakes so many

_ people are making on both sides.

When two people of different races can't live together something
has to be done or disaster followsjand I feel that it is reaching the
disaster point now,

The Declaration Of Independence states that every man has rights,

it doesn't include that his skin must be white to receive them.
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Mr. President I can't express clearly enough how I feel about this.
People being abused because of the color of their skin is not only
unconsfitutional and indecent, but is a threat to all humanity and an
open imvitation for communists and fascists to move in, If a group of
people can't find protection and leadership in their own government they

' look elsewhere for it.

. Something like this could very easily lead to another civil war,
whih the people of the United States fighting among themselves; other
countries would lose confidence in the leadership of this country and
things could very easily end up in chaos. I know that this is probably
not‘the only letter you've received pertaining to this problem, but as
I've stated above, I feel that I should do all in my power to correct
before there is any more bloodshed. I sincerely hope that this 1ettef
will have some effect upon the actions taken by the government.

Bincerely,

Charles Alexander
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