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Dear Mr. President:

It was a delight to talk with you last Tuesday in
Washington. I have given a great deal of thought

to our discussion, particulaerly as to the race
guestion. Yesterday I Teceived your lelter outlining
suggestions. Please be assured that I shall keep
both your letter and our conversations in confidence.

I feel with you that the Church must take a place of
spiritual leadership in this crucial matter That con-
fronts not only the South but the entire nation.

You will be interested te know that I am taking imme-
diate steps to call the outstanding leaders of the
major Southern denominations together as soon as
possible in Atlanta for a conference on this subject.
I shall outline to them your suggestions for racial
understanding and progress. JIn addition, I will do
all in my power to urge Southern ministers to call
upon the people for moderation, charity, compassion
and progress toward compliance with the Supreme Court
decision. Your own personal suggestions are ercellent.

The great denominational conventions will be held
during May, and by that time we should have concrete
suggestions to present at these assemblies and con-
ventions that will get it before the average minister
of the South, urging him to present these viewpoints
from his pulpit. In this area I believe we can make
a contribution toward betier understanding.

Immediately ajfter the election you can take whatever
steps you feel are wise and right. In the meantime,
it might be well to let the Democratic Party bear the
brunt of the debate. Your deeds are speaking for you.
You have so wonderfully kept above the controversies
that necessarily raged from time to time. I hope
particularly before November you are able to stay out
of this bitter racial situation that is developing.

I had a long talk yesterday with Governor Hodges of
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North Carolina and Governer Frank Clement of Tennessee.
I have urged them both to consider the racial problem
Sfrom a spirttucl point of view. They are two of our
more "moderate! Southern governors.

I talked to Sid Richardson on the phone the other day.
In spite of the fact that you vetoed the gas bill, he
is still your biggest booster and friend.

Cordially yours,

BG:L e
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