March 30, 1956

PERSONAL

Dear Billy:

Thank you for your note. I, of course, was completely confi-
dent that you would hold confidential any suggestions I made;
otherwise I could not have written as I did. My purpose was
to "think out loud" a bit, and, if any of my ideas seemed useful
to you, they would autornatically become yours to use as you
see fit,

1 have read with great care what you have to say about the
political situation. I think it a great pity that this crucial
matter will, almost inescapably it seems, be dragged into the
arena of partisan politics. For myself, I shall always, as a
matter of conviction and as a champion of real, as opposed to
spurious, progress, remain a moderate in this regard.

There are foolish extremists on both sides of the question who
will never be won over to a sensible course of action. But we
have these with respect to every question that can be raised.

So far as any public statements that I may have to make in the
future, they will follow the line that I have often expressed
before. I shall not, however, make specific suggestions as

to what anybedy, even the clergy, might do in the circumstances.

With every good wish and warm personal regard,

Sincerely,

The Reverend Billy Graham

Fennsylvania Building

13th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N, W.
Washington, D, C.
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