OFIICE OF THE BIKECTOK

Honorable Dillon Anderson

UNITED STATES DETARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INYESTIGATION

WASHINCGTON I5, D, C.

September 6, 195%
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Special Assistant to the Fresident
Executive Office Building

Washington, D. €.

My dear Mr. Andersoni

A pconfidential informant of the Chicago, fllinois,
arrice of this Bureau, who has Jurnished reliable information
in the past; advised that Communisit FPariy functionaries in
Chicago have Deen conferring with Claude Lightfeot, Chalrman
of the Illinois=Indiana District, Communist Party, 54, and
will launch a huge campaign prateat; g the killing.of-the

1 ra'ﬁﬁ_} mmett. Lowis Till, whose body

gar—
wﬂﬂﬁkbund near jﬁnzy, Mississippi, on August 23 ffﬁ_f.

This campaign will take the form of staiemenis and

leayflets issued by

the Communist Farty, the Civil Rights

Congress, and other Communist froni groups. The Communist
Party will also use [is Influence in Lthe Natiional Association
Jor the Advancement of Colored People, which has already been
aroused over this slaying. The campaign will also involve
letlers, telegrams and sialementis to Fresident Eisenhower
demanding the firing of Attorney General Herbert Brownell for
Jailure to enforce provisions of the United States Constiitution
in the State of MWiszissippi. The campaign will invelve a
scathing condemnation of police officials in the State of
Mississippi and will be designed to show that full egquality
Jor all races does not exist in the United Siates.
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Letter to Honorable Dillon Anderzon
Special Assistant fto the President

The informant alse advised that this campaign s |
designed by.the Communisi Pariy for the purpose of rabble |
rousing. Jadications are. that the Negro people on_the sputh
gide afy&hﬁfﬁ%ﬂmﬂrfwmahﬂrﬁﬂiﬂinifm-%ﬂiﬂ’ﬁf;ﬂﬂ.ﬁﬁﬁuﬂwf
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This confidential informant advised that oll
leading members of the Communist Party in the Illincis-Indiana
arez are actively engaged in a campaign regarding this slaying
and that 10,000 copies of a leaflet were to have been published
- and circulated on September 2, 1955, with 6,000 copies to have
been distribuled on the south side of Chicago.

Claude Lighitfeot, according to this informant, was
to have issued a statement to the press on September 2, 1055,
condemning Fresident Fisenhower, Attorney General Herbert
Brownell and Federal and local police officials. The Communis
FParty will start propagandizing the Till slaying under
slogans "Broumellism Must Go" and "Brownellism iz Only
deCarihyism in Disguise or with Legal Trimming.”

The Communist Farty is working and mobilizing for a
huge mass meeting on the T'ill case and has planned to hold
this meeting on the scuth side of Chicago, probably under the
auspices of the Washington Park Forum. The informant advised
that the Communisi Party and its sympathizers were also In
the process of contacting mng Chicago ministers to ask them
to make the I'ill slaying and the Mississippi civil rights
sftuagtion the main topic of their sermons on September 4,

1955.

Congress issued a pamphlet on September 2, 1055, in which
information was seit forth that John T'. Bernard, Chairman of
the Civil Rights Congress of Illinois, had written

FPresident Eisenhower and Senator Thomas C. Hennings, Jr.,
Chairman of the Senate Subcommittee on Constitutional Rights,
relative to this matter.
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This informant also advised that the Civil Rights ((_\l
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Letter to Honorable Dillon Anderson
Special Assistant to the President

In addition, Chicago newspapers of Seplember 2, 1955,
reflected that Mayor of Chicago Richard J. Daley had telegraphed
Fresident Fisenhower concerning this case. According to the
confidential informani who Furnished ithe information set forth
above, pressure of the Fsgrn communities on the south side of
Chicago had Influenced Daley to send this telegram to :
Fresident Fisenhower.

The Civil Righta Congress has been designaied by
the Attorney General of the United Stales pursuant to Executive
Order 10450.

The above is being furnished you for your information.
Any additional pertinent information received relative to ithis
matier will be furnished you promptly.

The Attorney General is being furnished the foregoing
information.

Jincerely yours,
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