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Septembsr 29, 1955

T3 ALL DIRTRICTS
Tiear Jomrades:

Eub Jeot: Emmett Lowis 7411 Lynehing

The freeing of the murderers of 1l year old Emmett Louis
Till in & so-called Mississippl "trlal", and the marked
incrense of anti-Hegro terror in the Deep South as well as 1n
other parts of the country during the past months must become
the lmmedlate concern of the entire membership of the
Communist Party: every dlatrlct, every club, every member.
The Emmett Till murder highlights the ends to which the
Dixieecrats will go to defeat the prowlng desegregation and
right to vote movement in the South. Popular indignaticon i=s
Wwidespread. UNegro organizations, Negro leaders and the Negro
press have sounded the alarm. I this important atruggle is
to be won, however, the Communist Party, &nd the Amerlcan Left,
in the first plaece, must be fully mobilized.

Hotwithstanding important work already being done by the
Party and the Lel't around the Emmett T1ll case, the
de-zsepregation, end rignt to vote movement, we must frankly
state that the initiative of the Farty on Gthese vital
strugelea 18 far Iron satialactory., J1hus LBr, insulificient
leadership, consSeiousnesas, planning, tollew through, and check-
up ars being displayed on the part of Party and Left leadership
at all levels, Ir victory is to be achleved in thia crucial
fignt, these weaknesses must be speedlly overcome.

We submit below a number of proposals and suggestions for
conglderation and action by the Party!

l--Fundemental Issues of great importance to ths American
lsbor mavement, the Negro people, the [ight for democracy and
peace are lnvolved in thias fight, Ko attempt wlill be made hsere
to examine these Issumz. Buch an examination 1s belng mede in
8 basic statement of the National Committee on the Till lynching.
This statement wlll be issued this week, and i3 one that should be
given thorosugh conslderation by the Party Leadership and member-
ahip in every Distrist. The National Commlttes Statement, in
addition to being published in the Press, is being reproducad
in leaflet form. These leallets may be secured from ths
Mational Office at a cost of ":;. per thousand. We urgs
the widest possible distribution of the leaflets, and that all
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Diatrleta order ss quickly as possible.

2==Develop ths Movement to Force the Rlsenhower
Adminlstration to Intervene: “This reguires hundraeds of
thousands ol posteards, telegrams, lettera, petititlons and
resoluticna to the President and Attorney General Srownell
from individuals and organizetions. This means trade union
bodies in the first place at all levels, lebor leadera, and
rank and l[ile members; 1t means, likewise, involving, at
BllL levels, church and religlous institutions, the major
Jewish organizations, Democratic Party orgenizations; the youth
movemant; sultural groups; es well as the major organizations
ol the Hegro people. In addition, full support should be
given to delepatlions now belng organized to vislt Washlogton.
Many leading Hegro people and their organizations are worklng
on such delsgations. In addition to this, the Party and the
Left should stimulate in every way possible the organlzetion
of such delegations. Particularly iz thia deslrable from

-

nearby points in the East.

An important mapect of this movement 1s teo petition
Gity Councils in all parts of the country to urge Brownell
Fo ack. Thsre 18 no doubt whatever but that many City Councils
will act il the necessary efforts are mede, and if the broadest
possible approach is developed. Likewlse, the movement to
foree action from the Department of Justice will grow still
further, if leading personalitles in Negro life, from the
labor movement, ete., were to purchase newspapar apace in thne
matropoeliten and Negro press to address open letters to ths
attorney Genersl and the President. In addition hundreds and
thousands of memorisl meetings are required. Alrsady, Chlcago,
GCleveland, darlem, Gelbimore, and Detroit have witnessed larges
protest rallies involving tens of thousands. But theae meetings
muat be seen es only the besinning. They must spread, until
gll major citles are included, as well as smaller towns and
communities throughout the country. Likewise, orpanizatlons
of all kinds should take up the Till murder in one or ancther
manner--a small memorial meeting; a brief discussion on an
action program, or a resclution, ete.

j==Project this struggle into the center of the oreparstion
for the convening of Congress in January end ol the 1Yb6 electiona,
23 well aa Tor o apecial sessicon of Congress: Among other
things this requires a movement to challenge the right of
Eastland to sit in the next sesslon of Congress, as wall as
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the Congreasmen from Mlasisslppi. They are 1ln Congress

illEEallI and should be custed, The Eisenhower Administration
ma ¢ Torced Go yleld to the demands of the Negro people

for @ apeclial seszsion of Congreas to pess antl=lynch and other
givil righta legislation without delay. To win this demand the
Demoeratle Party high command, s3€1ll silent; mist be compelled
by the Labor and Hegro people's movement to speak out in
saupport of the demand of the Hegrc people for a speciml sesslon
of Congress. In this copnectlon special empnasis should be
given to the Henning'a Committes hearings on Clvil Fighta.

Also it is necessary to inaist upon the intervention of the
Judielary Committees of both the House and the Senate.

==We are informed alsc that the newspaper Freedom 1s
publishing a pamphlet on the Till murder and ralsced Iuﬂuna,
and that 1t will be off the press in a few weeks. Undoubtedly,
this will be a pamphlet deserving of the support of those
forces most concerned with thls guestion.

S--Develeop still further the militant initlative of the
Party and ohe Lelk: WHLle if1ghbling lor Gthe broadest possible
unlity of the Negro people and their allies in respect to this
issus, we must avold the srror of construling this to mean
tagging along alter the reformist leadsrship in the labor and
Hegro movement. We must ind the way, in the broadest and
most flexible meanner to advance the Party analysls of these
avents, showlng at all times the nesed for a greater focus on
Brownell, and s more rounded program of demands. The huge
proteat rallies thus far, while marking a high polnt in the
unity and mllitancy of the Hegro people, reflect at the seme
time certain important weaknesses in regards to the program
of demends being advanced, and in regard to ths all-important
matter of demanding immedlate msoction from the Department of
Justice, A central responsibility of the Party and the Left is
to work with this movement to overcome these negative factora.

The Party and the Left at the same tims must spesak out
independently, Linding Ghe moat sulbebls forms for independent
actions. Une ol those lforms would be to give Lull support Lo
weekend Worlker mobillizatlons that are beling organlzed in o T
number of clties, where the fight for Worker circulation ia %
tied up with house-to-house or street corner canvassing of /=
telegrama, efc._on the Till murder. Another form is through 7.
the organization of mass meetings of a Left or advanced £
character. There ere & number of leadlng Negro and white
prograssive leasdarsz who are no doubt avallable to participate
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in such meetings. In addition the Party and Left forces
must intensify many times the pubiication and distribution
of material on the Till murder and related issues. There
are some Districts where practically no material has been
issued. In still others the few lesaflets issued have been
confined primarily to the Hegro communities.

We urge all District Boards and other leading Farty
Committees and Commissions to examine fully the work of the
District thus far in respect to the strugrles around the
Till murder, with the aim of overcoming whatever errors.
exist, and hammering out a full District program of action
for the period ahead.

Flease be sure to send us copies of whatever material
you issue 1n this matter.

Comradely yours,

NATIONAL ADMILISTEATIVE GCONMMITTEL
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