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ass 3% Days of action without reli ef, without rerlacementa,
Bvery mission scoomplished. ¥o orsund grined ever relinquished.
(Roport of Kajor Gomersl RIDGHAY.)

COMBAT EBFFICIEIOY: Excrlleat, chort £03 Infaptrv

: y BCE Artillery,
\From G=3 reaport as of 042400 June 1cdd,)

KAP3: 0508 4zky, FRUDE, 1/25,000, 3heats 31/20 SE, SL/18 KE, 58,

av, ™

2365 42%0, FRANCE, 1/100,000, Zheoets 58, &E, 5P, &P,
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SECTION II - NARRATIVE

By 25 MHay 1984 all plans end preparations wers completad for the Diviaicn
to oarry out the mission mesigned it by Pirst United States Aruyr, Fieid snd
administrative orders had been published and distributed. In a sarior of map
maneuvers on a special 1/5,000 map regimental and batiallon comzsndsrs hod oute
lined their plens in erder that all commanders might be brisfed thorourhly on
the prospective Divinlom orerations. DHvisisnal @nzborns echolons already had
departed for the marshalling yarde and ware apaoublod in campe acaticred alomge
the Welsh and southem Enzlish cossts. The Diviclon mission waz bto be az fol=-
lowvas

"Land by perachute snd glider before and after dewn of
D=Day west of 3T, JVIYEUR LS VICONTE: peize, clear amd
socure the gomeral =ran 87, JROQUET DB NIHOU (138005 =
BESVEVILLE (157928) (both inclueive) = 3T. SAUVEUR LE
TIOONTTE (oxclusive) - BLANDUUR (157982) (Inclusive),

and reorzanize; solze and destroy the croscingo of the
PRAIPIES FARCCAGEUIES north of LA 2aN¥c3URIERR (189504),

st 37, SAUVEUE DE PIERFE TCRT (145800): destroy the
ercoagsinge of the OLLOWOINT Byar in the vieinity of 37.

IC D'OURVILLE (050194} snd bloclk crosaroeds wicinity LE
CHESIN (10290Z); prevant aneny forccs maving north beiwacn
8T« 1O D'OURTILLE and juzctiom of IDIWE River with PRIIRIE
MARBOASEUSES (228921); and protsot the south flan® o° VII
Corpa morth of the cams line.”

The misaion, howaver, was chenged by the Tiret Army Commander on 26 May
due to confirmed intelligemos reports the enemy had strengthened his forces on
the MTENTT, (CHERROURZ) Peninsula with the additlon of the Clat Ing witry Divi-
slon in the gimersl aree of J7. SAUVEIR LT VIOOMIE. The revised wiszion of ihe
824 Mrborne Divielon wes to hes

"Land ky narachuta and glider hefore and after dawn of
D-Doy astride the MERDERET River, seize, clear snd sscure
tho genoral area: OR (231938} — 20 (2A450=aY — aR (255975)
~ RF (274082} - RJ (287997} - Bridpe (30°687) - HEUVILLE

AU PLATY (Z40095) - BAUDIEIVILLE (SE€0037) within its zone;
capture 3T, MERE ERLISE (Z40065%; selze and sooura the
croasings of tha JRDTHET River et [315557) end (3521070),
end s bridpsheel coverins them, 1iih JLE alone tha. peneral
lines “CR (251978) - 37 (267053) - CR (245978} ~ By (27:682)
- RF (263902); meize and destroy the croseinga of tha DOUVE
River at BEUIEVILLE LA BAZTILLE (309611) end ETIZIVILLE
(aleo kmown ae MOUT L'AZ3E) (240027)3 protact tho narthwest
flank of VII Gorps within the Division Zonaj amdbo presared
to sdvence wnst on Gorps order to tho line of tho DXIE
rorth of its junction with the PRAIRIES MARECAGEUSES,”

Row ordors and other adminietrative detsils mede nocessary by 4he vew miow
sion wore worlked out guickly amd disssminated within four daye, The changs 414
not effoct the basic plan for movemcnt in thooa cchelomas vhieh had boen varked
out s8 folloves :

Force "A" = commanded by Bripedier Toncrel JAMES K. FAVIN, mssistant

Division Commander, to be comrittod by paraskute bofore daw of D-Day
and to inelude

¢ Dat Hoq & Hq 0o, 82d tbn Mo 4
: e




Pathfinders 9
Dot Hq 82d Div Arty 2
Det 824 Abn Sig Co 3
Dot 456 Proht FA Bn (atchd 505 Prcht Inf)
Mr Support Party (atchd Hg 82d Atn Div)
505 Proht Inf 117
507 Preht Inf 117
508 Prcht Inf 117
Co By, 307 Atm Engr Bn o
Naval Shore Pire Control Party (atchd
505 Preht Inf)

TOTAL 378

Forea "B" — Commanded by Major Gensral MATTHEW 3. RIDGAY,
Division Commender, to be committed by glider before and
aftor dawm of D-Day and to include,

Gliders
Eq & Hq Co 82 Abn Div (-) 22
Hq & Hq Btry, 82d ibn Div Arty (=) 11
82d Atn 8ig Co (-) 13
32 @11 Inf 172
319 Gli FA Bn Lo
320 G141 FA Bn 54
Btrye A, B& C, 80 ibn A4 Bn (AT) 57
Co 4, 307 Abm Enpr Bn 10
307 Abn Med Co {E‘: 20
524 Abn Rem Plat (=) 13
Air Support Party 4
Command wehiclos - Prcht Regts 12
. 7L 4og

Forec "Q" - Commended by Erigadior Gonersl GEORIE F. HOWELL, Commanding
Genoral of 2d Mrborne Infantry Brigade, to be cormittaod by soa, te land
botweon D plus 2 and D plus 7 and to inelude,

456 PA Bn (=) 87 Armd FA B, atchd

80 tm AA Bn (=) 8¢9 TD Bn, atchd

307 Abn Bagr Bn (=) Tr B, & Oav Sgdn, atchd

782 Abn Opd Maint Qo '3 O, T4S T Bn (M)}, atehd

hoy Abn QU Co 5509 @i Trk Co, atechd

&2 Abn HP Plax 2310 i Trk Co, atchd

Corpa Mad Dota let Flat, 603 @ (GR) Co, atchd

Soabomo elements of units in Foraes
I'Iﬂ- ﬂ:l"l.d HBI‘I o

Under the plan Forse "A" in ite entirety was to approach the CHERFOURZ (O~
TENTIN) Penineula from the west and to drop between OL00 and 0315 hours on the
night of D-1/D-Day on thres drop zonos. The 205th Porachute Infantry Regiment
and ite attachments were to land cast of the -TADERET River sbout 1,000 yarda
northwast of STE, MERE BOLISE (3397). Tho 507th Porachuts Infantry Rogiment was
to land west of the MERDERET River about 1,000 yarde north of AMFREVILLE (3008),
The 505th Parachute Infantry Repiment and Foree B4 deadquarters wero to land
weat of the HERDERET River about 1,000 yardse north o2 PICMIVILLE {2955),

Fifty-two glidere of Force "3" werc to approech thoe CHEREOURS Peninsuls fir-
the west prior to E-Hour and 1and on the S00th drop zone. The remainder of Fo-

RESTRICTED

e E= = o = e m



P

"B" wae to approach the peninoulna from the ozat and was to land latc on D=Day
and carly on D pluc one on landing zonos actride tho 3TC. :ERE EGLISE = BLO3=
VILLE Road (35894). In 2 lasi-minute change of plen General RIDGEMYY parachutcd
with Foroa "A",

Aorial resupply =issions wore scheduled auilonsticslly for the morning of
D plus ono snd on call theroaftor if nesoded. Tho automatic miesion was the
enly parachuto mission ultimatoly flown but a small amount of squipment and sup-
plies woere rocoived later by glidor.

A11 sirborne elomenic of the Divislon hed cloged and were sesled in apeacial
camps at the tako-off ficlde by 24 hours before tho schoduled take-off timo.
Parachute cloments wero looated at sovem airfiolds in tho GRUTIHYM - (MTTESMDRE
= LNGAR aroa of the Britich Midlends, ond glidor olcmonts wore at seven air-
fields in the 'LODERMASTON - RANSBURY - MERRYFIELD area. (See immex Koo 3 A)

All men wors briefed thoroughly on thelr miceions, s recheck was mede of
2ll equipment and personncl, and planee =nd gliders wero loaded with equipment.
The Allied D-Day wns postponed 24 hours boesuse of westher conditions, and the
firet plancs of Forco "A' #ook off at 052315 June 1944,

The main flight was prsceded by the three rozimental pathfinder teame which
dropped one-half hour prior to the firet groun. The pathfinders sustained many
casual tice and had difficulty in weing lights, but they ascomplished their mie-
eion and set up bemeona to puide the ineoming plaes to the throe desimmatod
drop zones,

The flight over the English Channel was in good formation and without in-
cident, but betwoon the wost ecosst and tha drop zetca a hoavy fop bml tonded
to break up the formation of the planes. Plak and pome enexy night fightors
ictivity caused sceme of the troop earricr plancs o tae up avaalvs action, and
by tho time the drop zoncs were roached mwy planacs wors scatiercd, and wore fly-
ing at excossive speods end at altftudes highor than thooo idcal for jusping,

The 305th Parachuto Infantry Rogiment 1mded generslly in the vicinity of
ito drop zono. The 507th Parachuto Infentry 2o scattered, ono alemont dropp=
ing in the vicinity of MTEDOURD, anothor scuwth of QLITA onl the romaindor
aotride the HERDERFT Fiver cast of the drop moue, The 500th Parschute Infantry
Heglmnt was 1ikawine geatterad widely, the bulk of its parnchutists dropping
caet of the Drom Zoms and soma poreonnel landing o3 far away o8 nine kilomotern
south of CHEREOURG, 3

The 32 glidern conteining batteries of the "0th Alrborne Mutiaireraft Bate
tallon mnd dotachmente and farvard sartles of ar illory, sigrl and DMvizion
Headquarters groupe follow-d the main body of paretircopers and bepan 1mding at
040k hours. The gliders sl=o ensountorcd Pog =1d £lalt. They %00 wors scattered,
and many of them were dwmazed upon crashing into the small ficlds and hich hedge-
rove.

Encoy renction to the landing of the 824 Arborne Division in the 175 U
aras was prompt and severe, but from the time the firet wamber Tandcg 1=4c1 ==
dwe later, wien the Tivision wag finally relieved, cvery mission waa =on~ *-
liohod =nd no grownd gained was over relinquished, '

1 day<by-day aceount of the Division's activiiies follova: :

D-DAY, & JUVE 1944 (3ec fancwns & and i)

Tho firest clement of the main body of the Tivioion Jum .

It L the. Tl pod st 0151 hours
having been precoded 30 minutos by the Pathfinder toase, By 0512 h::-zru all Euru—-
Lroopora had 1mded, and ot 0404 hours the first of 52 gliders in the initia}
glider sorisl crash lmded. Both parachutists and zlidere were scattered.

Small groups wmd some units attacked to securo the Divielon zome. Groupe




of men and individuale who had buon schtteored in the lendings rojoined their
wnits throughout the day, =nd by nichifall approxioatoly 30 per cent of the
Division's foroos worc under control.

1t 2100 hours 100 gliders landed with artillory, ongineers, and special
troops. EGeabome clementa sot sail at 0645 fron BRISTOL except far a task force
coraisting of Company C, TJ46th Tmk Battalion; tho lat Platson, Trosp B, 4%h
Caval Squadron; =nd elements of Company F, 3d Battaliom (originally 24 Bagtas
lion, 40let Glider Infantry), 325th Glider Infantry. This tosk foreo landod on
Utah Rod Boach at 1400 hours and procoeded inland with tho oission of contacting
the Dirisisn nesr STZ. HERE EGLIGE.

it the closc of the day, tho Mviaion was in the midet of savers Pighting,
It had ceptured 3TE. MERE EGLISE and held a genoral line along the MERDERET River
fmm L!I. FIEHI': Eﬁl??ﬁi} south ta iﬂﬂ'lud-ﬂ t.hﬂ u.:fﬂ'uﬂm m"_ﬂ n.f' t'h_u- cwgﬂwd\r ayoer the
MERDERET River at 321030,

Hoadquartors & Hendguarters Compeny, B2d Airbornc Divielon

Parachute clomonts, part of Foree "\", droppod at Q214 hours near the wast
bank of tho NERDERET River, and glidor clcmonts, londing echelon of Force "B7,
lendod at 0204 hours. The Foreo "A" Command Post wae oot up initinlly at 305965,
woat of tho MERDERET River, but at 0730 the group wadod acroes the River to the
edat benk aond aesombled at LA FIRERE {51996?}. A new Foreo "A" Conmand Post was
establishod at s railroad crossing at 3260044,

The Division Commandor, who jumpad with the 505th Parachute Infantry, cetab-
1ished hia Command Post in a hedgerow west »f 8TFE. MERE E(LISE at 332065, Ele-
mmte of Headguarters and o the efense Platoon moved ssuth to sscurc the bridge
woat of CHEF DU FONT (521930) where it encountored sovoro ememy fire, This group
returned to the Comoamd Poat at 1700, but part of thoe Defenne Platoon moved to &
now Force "1" Command Post at o railrosd pass at 323040,

The Diviaion Hoedquartera inltial glider aorinl, vhich landed in tho dark
at approxiuately 015 hours, waz ssattornd, =md the 5-2 md 6-3 did not reach the
cormend post until late afternoon. The Chief of S4off was injured in a plider
orash wmd later ovacusted. The G-1 did not reach the cormmand poal for two daye.

505th Parachute Infantry Regimant

The firet clement, the 2d Battalion, dropped at 0151 hours and the entire
regizent leanded by C202 hours. Nost of the troops landed on or near the drop
zone, but o fow were widely dlspersed eveor the exuntresido. Acecubly was rapid,
md the batialions moved off toward their objontives, Tho 54 Battalion satered
OTE. MERE BEGLISE at 030C houre, and tho town was socurely hoeid sand outposted with-
in an hours Tho Amerlcan Flng wes raices over 5T%. LERE BOLT 3B, tho firet Premch
town to be liberated by the llise. 1ftcr agsonbling the 24 3attalicn started 1o
mave out to take NEUVILLE W FLIIN, but orders werc roceived from the regicent to
stand by. At 0500 hours the 24 Battalion woved into position north of STE. LERE
ECLISE mmd assisted the 3d Battalion in holding the town. The 1%t Battslion orved
toward its objecetivs, tho bridge over the HERDERET River (214958) at L} PIEHE ad
0830 hours and by 0830 held the eastern ond of thia bridge againat heavy emamy
fire from tho weptern approachos.

2o7th Parachuts Infantry Resiment

Thoe firet elomemt, the 1st Battalion, duzped st 0232 hours, snd by 03512 hours
the entiro reginent waz on the rround gemerally chot of the MERDERET River snd
¥ao fairly disporsod. BSunll proups scassbled fo P=y sosll task forcos until
such timo as the regivent could assordle couplotelys. One cuch force on the wost
bank of the 1ERDERET Rivor attacked ALFREVILLE but was forcod baeck by overwhelmis z
superiority in cnony strength o FLAUY (303955). 1 patrol was sont to the wootr -
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end of LA FIERE Bridge md contact waa made with olemonta of the 505th Para-
ehute Infantry on tho eastorn end at 1420 hours. Tho enewy recaptured FLAUL
and drovo this patrol from the western ond of tho LA FIERE Bridgo. Anec ther
force of the regioont joined with Torcc "A" Hoadguartors and ot 1130 attacked
t5 sogure tho CHEF DU FONT Bridge (%219%0), mecoting extromely sovers rosictonco.
The sastern ond of the bridge was finally securad by nightfall. Leaving one
company to hold the bridge, the remainder of thic seoond forge moved %o an aso-
eubly area 2t 1715 hours in tho vicinity of tho roilroad ovorpass at 323080,
8ti11 anothor group, led by thc regicental cormander, lended on or noar the
acheduled drop zono but had no contact with othor clements of the Division dur-
ing tho day.

S508th Parachute Infantry Ropimont

The 3d Battalion jumnod at 0208 hours and tho antire regiment wag on the
ground by 0220 hours. Four soparatoc groups werae agecchledy Omno group wao in
the vieinity of L1 FIERE, foucht along the railway end attacled the LA FIERE
Bridge. This group was lator relieved by the lst Batt-lion, 505th Parachute
Infantry =nd moved to m ssgenbly area in the vieinity of the railroad over-
pass (52356€0) to orgenize a dofoneive positions Twe othor groupe joined forces
woest of the HERDERET River in tho vieinity of PICAUVILLE after toking part in
hesvy fighting sround GUETTEVILLE (300948) and nerth of PICWVILLE. An officer
of this group shot and killed the cormanding gemoral of the German §lst Divi-
sion. The combined group them seized the high ground west of the HERDERET
River scuth of GUETTEVILLE at 310640 during the nlmt of June =7+« A fourth
group dropped in the vicinity of STE. MERE EGLISE, fought with the 50Tth Para-
chute Infmntry to take tho CHEF DU FONT Bridge (321930) and later orgamized n
defensive position covering this bridge.

th Alider Infantry Reglonont

Company F, 34 Battalion, supperting Company €, 746th Tank Battolion, lan-
de? on Utsh Red Boach at 1400, de-waterproofed vehicles snd woved inland at
1600 to waka contact with the Divieion. Heavy artillery, mortar snd smal]l arms
fire hold up this taok force at crossronds 363935. Two tanks were knacked cut.
The remainder of the regiment preparcd to take off from sirports in England.

8§24 Airborne Division Artillery

Parachuto eloments junped at 0210 hours, jeined a group from the 508th
Parachute Infantry and assisted in tho attack on the LA FIERE Bridge. it 1330
houre this elemont joined the ;lidor olenent at the Division CP at R22065.
Glider slcments landed a3t 0500 hours and moved dircectly to the Division CP. 3t
2%05 houre Hosdquarters and Feadguarters Batteory of Division Artillery, the
519th Glidor Ficld Artillery Battalion and the %20th Glldor Flold Artillery
Battalion glidod intc HORMANDY and encountored soverc oncmy small arns snd mor-
tar firce Rcorganization comoonond icmediately but was handicapped by intonac
enemy firc. The scction of the 456th Parachutc Fiold Artillery Battolion =ot-
tachod to 505th Parachute Infantry jupped with the 3¢ Battalion, but waz =ble
to assomble only onc of thoe twe 75mm pack howitzers vhich had boen dropped.

80th Mirborno Antisiroraft Battalion (AT)

Battories 4 and B landod by plider at 0405 hours, Bix S5Tum sntitank mune
had been recovered and wers in position by 1770 hourss Battory C glided into
the aros at 2100 hours and began assochbly wmd reorganization. Tho remainder of
the Battaliom sailed from BRISTOL, ENOLAND, -t 044% hours.

307th Alrbome BEngincor Rattalion

Coocpnny B (lose one platoosn’ attached to the 505th Parachute Infantry) = -
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jucped with the 505th Parachute Infntry »t OZ10 hours. 3o—e Engincer poresrmel
took up defensive positioms =t LA FIERE in support of onc group of tho 500th,
and othor persommel joined the 505th group west. of the FERDINET Rivar  Tue
"etick", which included tho Battnlion Sormmnder, wue drepped over 270 44JTTUR LE
YICOMTE, =nd omly a few oscaped., Part of Headguartors - mad Cozpomy 1 lame . by
glider at 2300 hours and startod to assechle umdor hoavy onery ariillory 2md
gnnll arme firo, The romiindor of theo hdttalion propared to tale of f froo aure
parta in ENGLIFD,

307th Mrbomo Nodieal Oompany

El mente of the company londed by glidor about 2100 and irmedistely began
ageenbly, recovering by uso of 1ife rafts ruch oquipront fron glidors that had
1mded in. shelloew veteor near the hamka of thoe KERDEARET River. .. clearing
station woe ot up "t 1 crossroad north of BLOBVILLE, :

824 lirborme Bimal Tompany

Parachuto 2nd rlider olenentes of the compmyr vhich 1mdad prieor to H-Hour
wors scatterod -nd aescubled with difficvlty. Hueh oguipmient wa loet. Omly
ono of tho throo SCR 155 ‘radizd 1-mded during D-Day was oporative, and it wae
not until the night of Junc 6-7 that redis eontnret wna established with the 4th
Infantry Diviseion and with tho Division bBage in EVGLTID. .

DPLUS 1, 7 JIKE 198k

The Division eosntinuved to mscemble, rcorgenize, ~nd asccure ita ares againet
oxtrooely sovero cnemy reslstance vhich ineludod srmor. Bnosy troope, identi-
ficd .as tho S1lot Infwntry DiviBion, werc hold ~lons tho HEFDERET River to the
woot and wero driven back 4o the north md northwest., Contast was cotablished
with the 4th Isfwtiy Diviefon during tho day, wmd the VII Qorps Cormwmdor vial-
tod tho Divisiom Coraend Poct 1ate in the day. Tho 325th Glider Infentry ar—
rived by glider durirng the rorming. “dditicnal porconuel vhich had bomn seat-
tored in the originsl l-ndinze sontinued 4o roport bnel to thelr units.

Durine tho aftermoom garbled radio coseapes eimncd 00 507" were rococived
ot the Division Command Post, and it wae £inally dotorrined thaot thoy oripi=
nated with the Fogioortal Commander who wae isolated with o proup of sbout 300
oon west of . UFREVILLE,

525th Glidor Tnfantry Regi-ent

The firet glidor elovonts hoegan lwding ~t 0700 hours houd 2,500 rtr:iu
southoaut of STE. MERE BOLISE.. Therc were mony orach lmndings, md crou-ltics
t.n_:tt.nnud npproxinately 7.5 per ammt.  Acoctbly wme rapid, 11::-}::1:'...1-, smd by 1015
hours all battelions were reporied. The 3d Sattalion soved out toward CARQUESBUT
at 1515 hours °nd roachcd LE PORT (328918) withaut encountorinz oppositior. Theo
rocaindor of the regiment procesdod to covo into an asgexbly ares northe=ct of
of CHEF DU POVT. At 1500 hours the 2d Battallon wes ordered to move ints e an—
sembly area east of LA FIERE in the vicinity of 225052 and later was atiachad %o
the 505th Parachute Infantry at 2100 hours. ™o lot and Jd Battalions were
ordersd to move into and to cutpost the-re-i=cc4sl assenhly area. Company F, 3d
Battalion in supportiof Company G, TESth, T-' “-tt-licn, ond the lat Flatoon,”
Troop B, 4th Oavalry Reconmalssance 3guadess, nscoloted the Bth Infantry in its
attack towarde STE, IERE ECLISE from the iesi % 2670 hours ond made contact with
gliderborns alements of ‘the 325th by 0000, The TEth'o rogimental strangth at
the close of the dary was approxipately 85 rap o wt, - . :

205th Parachute Irfantry Reziment

The 24 and 3d Saticlione continued to hold STE. 1ERE EGLISE againet sever-
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