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MEMORANDUM FOR: THE RECORD

On 27 May 1957 Ambassador Alessandrini called on me at his
request. He stated that he was directed by his government to ask
me, as a personal and an official favor, to attend a sccial function
which he, Alessandrini, would give in Paris at a time and place of
my choosing, and which would be attended by Mr. Graf, the Austrian
Minister of Defense. Alessandrini explained that he was personally
embarrassed to make this request, but that he had been ordered to
do 80 and consequently he attached the greatest significance to my
acceding to his request if at all possible. I was understandably coa-
cerned about becoming involved with the 4 .strians, bat did agree to
make a brief appearance at a cocitail party at Alessandrini's bome
the evening of 3 June. On arrival at Alessandrini's house, 1 found
about 20 guests, largely Italian diplomatic and military officials and
their wives, but also Mr. Gral and an assistant to bim, whom I believe
to have the status of interpreter only., Alessandrini, the Minister of
Defense, the interpreter and myseli withdrew to the library, where
Mr. Graf immediately launched into & very atrong plea for recognition
of the strategic importance of Austria. 1 interrupted this to tell the
Minister it was unnecessary to persuade mwe to this point of view
since everyone in the Western world recognised the importance of
Ausiria's position and had the greatest interest in his country because
we all considered it a part of the Western family of nations.

He then proceeded to speak very forcefully for baild-up of the
Austrian armed forces. In commenting on this, | reviewed the
Austrian program, its present status, and my geaeral conclusion
that satisfactory progress is being wade. 1 told him that if he was
interested in modifying the U.5. equipment aspects of the program,
or in changing the timing with which this equipment was being made
available, these were matters which should be taken up with the
Embassy, since this constitutes the sole source of contact between
the sustrian and the United States Governments in the field of mili-
tary equipment. He continued to talk as if he wanted something
apecific, but mentioned no particular coxplaiat or recommendation,
Although ne offered no criticism of the Embassy in Vienna, or the
Country Team activities, he obvicusly was not too happy about my
very positive statement that all his dealings of this kind must be
with the Embassy.
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On the basis of a hand-drawn map of Austria and adjoining
territories, he then launched into a description of their defense
plans, The first line of defense ran generally north and south,
passing just east of Linz. The second, or fall-back line, would
run from Salaburg in the north to Villach in the south. This plan,
as I understood it from the limited discussion, would leave about
half the area of Austria undefended, with an even larger percentage
of its population thus being exposed. 1 explained to him that | was
not familiar with the terrain and consequently could not speak with
any competence on his defense plan, but I did tell him of the broad
principle of the sword and the shield which governed NATC thinking
for the future, and pointed out that the application of the shield
principle in Austria would move their defenses considerably sast,
perhaps as far as the first sound military line just west of the actual
border. He then said his plan was one that had been worked out by
his staff and coordinated with the Americans., | withdrew from this
discussion by repeating what I had said at the outset, i.e., that 1
was speaking in very general terms and did not have knowledge of
the specific terrain necessary to gaive him any firm advice.

We returned to the subject of build-up of the armed forces,
and I stressed to him the importance of Austria maintaining its
position as a neutral during this time, indicating that the armed
forces should be built up calmly, deliberately and spenly, so as to
avoid any unnecessary incidents or provocation of anv kind,

Mr. Graf concluded by asking if | would be willing te receive
communications from him on the question of his armed forces buiid-
up. Againl repeated to him that I bad no busis for doing 50 as an
Allied officer, and that on U .5. matters, his proper channel was
through the Kmbasey. On his insistence, bowever, I teld him
that I, of course, would accept communications addressed (v me
at my U .5, Headquarters.,

- When this meeting was first arranged, it was not clear to
me whether it was initisied by the ltalians or the A strians, but
my meeting with Mr. Graf clearly ¢stablished the fact that he had
used the Italians, particalarly Mr. Taviani, to arrange a meeting
which he considered to be of importance. No light was shed in the
course of the meeting on & specific purpose for which the MOD
might have wished to meet with me. Licwever, the gemeral tone
suggests to me that he bad boped to develop some pressures, per-
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haps on his own government, to develop a larger military program
or to expedite the build-up and the supply of equipment under the
existing program. If this was the purpose, then I must conclude
that the coldness with which Mr. Graf received my repeated state-
ments that his contact must be through the Embassy, probably
characterizes his general reaction to his meeting with me; that is,
disappointing and unproductive.
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