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Afghanistan Note to US, May 18

From irrefutable information about the forcing down of an
American U-2 plane in the vicinity of Sverdlosk, USSR, and from
the confessions of Mr. Powers, the pilot of the said plane, and
also on the basis of the map recovered from the pilot which shows
the route of the flight, it becomes apparent that the said plane
had the illegal duty of espionage in the Soviet Union, and that
the plane flew from a military base of Pakistan and after an
illegal and unauthorized flight over Afghanistan entered the
Soviet Union.

The Foreign Ministry of the Royal Government of Afghanistan
considers this flight, in addition to being an act completely con-
trary to International Law and contrary to accepted relations be-
tween states and an unfriendly action part of United States
Government and also considers such an act which takes place
from a military base of another country in this area as disturbing
to peace and a cause of increasing tension and conflict in this
area as well as in international spheres.

In regard to the violation of Afghan air space by the American
plane the Foreign Ministry of the Royal Government of Afghanistan
strongly protests to the Government of the United States of America
and awaits the necessary explanation as well as an assurance that
such a violation of Afghan air space will not be repeated by the
United States of America.
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