Rarer E. WiLuiams
6531 Jay MitLer Drive
Faus Cuurch, Vircmia 22041

December 28, 1985

Mr. Martin M. Teasley
Assistant Jirectar

Dwight D. Eisenhower Library .
Abilene, Kansas 67L10

Dear Mr. Teasley:

Your nice letter and enclosed materials about the Zisenhower
Library were waiting for me when I got back from ¥illiamsburg yester-
day, and the answer to your main question is yes indeed, I would be
delighted to meet with your representative at whatever date we can
agree upon. I don't plan to set foot outside the Beltway for at least
two months, so most any time during that period would be suitable to

me. If time is important, my phone number is (703) 256-33C5.

T have always been astonisied at the attention that has been given
to the "military-incdustrial complex" portion of President Eisenhower's
last speech, and agree with Pete Aurand thet its true significance has
been distorted bevond recognition. I am sure that had it been uttered
by anyone except a President who had also been the Army's five-star
Chief of Staff it would long since have been forgotten. Bul as things
were, it became red meat for the media, wro have gleefully gnawed on
it for twenty five years.,

As to your query about the origin and source of the idea znd phrase
I'm sending alcong a Xerax copy of a memorandum Which may be of scme help.
It is the only definitive paper I could find in my fies relating to tne
so-called farewell address, and you arecertainly welcome to the original
(which is itself a file copy) if you feel it merits a place in the
Eisenhower collection. As you will immediately note, at that early date
we were still thinking in terms of a State of the Union message, which
made less and less sense as the sands of tne Administration ran oute. So
at some point in its evolution it turned into a farewell message.

Mac's protocol in getting the speech construction process started
was to have an initial brainstorming session with Steve Hess and me, at
which time each of us would toss in his ideas about what topics should
go in., If they survived the ensuing discussion Mac would then ask the



originator to develop a full text version for further consideration as
an insert into the main speech, Some of tnese made it a. 1l the way to
the final draft and others never got into the first--the second item
ciscussed in the memorandum being oneof the latter, In its stead I
substituted the caveat against a scientific-technological elite, which
is now about as well-remembered as Zdward Everett's Gettysburg Address.
(It no doubt would have fared better if Ike had been a Nobel Laureate in
physics). The October 31 memo is therefore in essence both a minute

of the meeting and a work order io me covering the assigned topics.

As you will also note, the celebrated phrase itself had to evolve only
slizhtly from "war-based" to "military" as the initial modifier over the
course of the speech's gestation.

I'm sure the President never tnought about either the phrese or the
concept itself until HMac lioos put tne first draft under nis nose. I am
equaliy sure, for reasons too lenghty to go into here, that it struck a
responsive chord in his breast. Ike may not always have said the right
things, but he never ever put anything into a formal speech that he didn't
believe and fully intend to say, as the few hacked-up drafts you have
amply testify.

As to other pvarticipants in the preparation of the speech, I would
say that probably only Steve Hess, in addition to the otiers you menticned,
would nave had any substantive input. It is possibtle that Mac may have
shoved it to a few senior staff members for comment--Bryce Harliow for one--
tut in generel you could count on the fingers of one nand the number of
people wno were privy to a speecn's contents prior to its delivery.

“ell, enouga for now, I'll wait to near from you.

cerely .

~

Mﬂ Al —

Captain USN (Ret)

/\»5- Jince yeu (“)c,i‘f':"f:.j-:'c/ 20 !r.'}",’r‘r‘-,‘/' /n what A (.//.;{ )

’ i -~ . .

e : nNive G pomber 02 Pepes --/;,’.';/': ély

L/«; 1ES O NONc120dl T lypke K Me . ploss v oTher oz pa
&M -
B, 2 WALiw The

Can Select fhysy s sk

7]7(' /1",/‘7'9}1' /'7'%91.5(, __Z~

Ai()rev /S welcamne, :de’ assfﬁ‘fdm‘-

SEPR Priete v pen he rs Hece, —

77° i/



	1985 12 28 Williams to Teasley pg1
	1985 12 28 Williams to Teasley pg2

