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As you kmow, because of Secretary Seaton's confinement to Walter Reed Hoepital,
he is unable to be here today. I have therefore been asked to present the follow-
ing statement--which is the Secretary's own--in support of immediate statehood for
Hawaii,

The Administration recommends, in the words of the Fresident's 1937 Budget
Message, the "enactment of legislation admitting Hawaii intec the Unicn as a State.”

The Territory we have known as Hawail since 1898, when it was annexed to the
United States, embraces an area of over 6,400 square miles; it is composed of a
series of eight islands which form part of the Hawailan archipelagoe. Captain James
Cook "discovered" these islands in 1778, end in honor of the English Earl of
Sandwich, named them the Sandwich Islands,

The peopla of Hawali have locked toward the United States for mere than a
century, In 1820 New England Christisn miseionaries converted Hawaiians 1o
Christianity, Through the nineteenth century, as ties of friendship and trade grew
stronger, the degire of Hawailans to be Americans beoame more vocal,

As early as 1854 her people requested their king to bring about the annexaticn
of the Islands to the United States. During the same year, a treaty was drafted at
the request of President Plerce. That Treaty included the assumption that the
constitutional mcnarchy would become a State in a menner similar to that of Texas
and California.

After the Queen was deposed in 1893, the Republic of Hawall was established
as an interim government., In 1898 Hawaii was formally annexed as an "integral part
of the United States", It became an "incorperated Territory" when Congress enscted
its Crganie Act in 1900.

At the time Hawaii was annexed, there were but three other incorporated Terri-
tories--Oklahoma, Arizona, and New Mexico, Ever since, the Hawalian pecple have
awaited the day when Hawaii would follow these other Territories and become a full
and equal member of our naticn.

The Hawaiian people have pursued this goal with diligence., Since 1903 the
Territorial Legislature has petitioned nearly every Congress to admit Hawaii as an
equal partner in our government, Since 1919 every Hawaiian Delegate to Congress
has introduced a statehood bill., Since 1935-=twentystwr yoars agn—Congroas has
asctively investigated this Territory to determine whether her apprenticeship has
been compleéeted.



I firmly believe that it has, and that the time has therefore come for
action.

Both major political parties have, in their platforms, declared themselves
in faver of immediate statehood for Hawaii,

Nevertheless, arguments against Hawaiian stetehood are still heard.

Un February 20, 1952, in addressing the Senate on the subject of atatehood
for Alaska, I said:

"Mr. President, the old adage, '"There is nothing new under the
gun' could hardly be truer than in its application to the objections
we hear to statehood for Alaska.

The same type of cbjecticms were made against practically
every Territory which ever applied for admission as a State,
Experience has proved the objections false. Californias, Oregon,
Wyoming, Arizona, Mebraska, and the others have gone on to becoms
perfectly respectable and self-sufficient States despite the ories
which were raised against them in earlier gessions of Congress.
Each iz a ocredit to itself and to the Union."

Opponenta of Hawaiian statehood object that the Islands are not contiguous
to the 4B States which now make up our Union. True, not one of these States is
entirely separated from the rest by water., But what about Califeornia in 18507
She was not denied admission, even though traveling from here to Californis in
1850 meant crosging the vast western plains, infested with hostile Indian tribes,
or going 13,355 nautical miles around Cape Horn. Ewven after the opening of the
Panama Canal, San Francisco was almost twice as far from WNew York in nautical
miles as the distance between Honmolulu and the Golden Gate,

Hawaii is less than 5,000 air miles from Washington, It is only 2,400 miles
from San Francisco. Any one of us could be in Honmolulu in less than 18 hours.
From the West Coast; Hawaii is but an owvernight plane ride away. D[uring debate
upon the Hawaiisn Organie Act, Senator Richard Pettigrew remarked that Hawaii was
"oenmly twelve days from Washington." QCentlemen, we will soon see the time when we
may travel to the Islands in as many hours. In this modern age of rapid trans-
portation; neither comtipulty nor distance should be factors in the consideration
of statehood for Hawaeii.

In the past, opposition has been expressed against the admission of this
Territory because of fears concerning the loyalty of Hawailan-jimericans,

The hearings before this Committee and the Committee of the House contain a
full sccount of the hercole performance of Hawaiians in World War I, World Var II,
and the Korean conflict. Whatever doubts there may have been about the loyalty
of Hawaiian-Americans, they were completely dispelled by the fact that in all of
World War IT there was not ocne kmown case of sabotage by a Hawaiian civilian,



The Hawaiian Statehood Commission cites these facts to refute those who
impugn the loyalty of Hawaiians:

"Hot cne ease of cowardice by a Hawaii scldier in the face of
the Commmist enemy was recorded in Korea,

"Not one sase of successful Red 'brainwashing' of any Hawaii
goldier was recorded.

"Not one cage of A Hawaii soldier's desertion to the enemy was
recorded.

"0Of the 22 American servicemen who refused repatriation after the
Korean war in favor of remaining with the Communists,..there was not
one from Haweii,

"Thers were 426 Hawaii boys killed in Horea action, a death toll
four and one-half times the killed-in-action average for the rest of
the United States. There were 1,352 total battle casualties from
Hawaii, a rate three times as great as the casualty rate per capita for
the reat of the nation,”

Another objection to statehood is based upom the extent of the communist
influence in Hawaii and concern over the petivities of the International Long-
shoremen's and Warehousemen's Uniom (ILWU), Before 1953 my fellow Nebraskan, the
late and distinguished United States Senator Hugh Butler, expresssed vigorous
opposition to admission of Hawaii on the basis of his findings regarding commmist
infiltration of the IIWU, BPut because of his innate fairness and willingmess to
appreach each question with an open mind, Senator Butler became a staunch advocate
of Hawaiian statehcod when he was convinced that the people of Hawaii had the will
and determination to resist commmism, After eonducting an inspection of Hawail
in 1947, he presented a report to the Senate recommending that statehood not be
granted until Hawaiians demenstrated s "by positive steps a determination to put
down the menace of lawless communism.”

In Hovember of 1952, Senator Butler returned to the Islands, accompanied by
two ptaff members of this committee; he again investipgated the Hewaiian commmist
problem, At the cpening of hearings on 5. 49 in 1953, Senator Butler said:

"I believe that the residents of Hawaii during the past four
years gince publication of my 1949 report have demomstrated by
pogitive aection their awareness of the Commmist danger and their
determination to face it frankly and never let it strengthen its
foothnld, During those years they have fought it boldly, have
regtricted its influence, and to some degree have driven it under-
groumd. T believe they have shown that they are as well able as
the Federal Government to cope with thiz menace,n



It wvma typical of the distinguished Senator that he did not hesitate publiely
to reverss his judgment to fit the facts as he found them.

Would the Communist melignancy be any more of a threat to an Hawallan state
government than it is to the present territorial govermment? I see no reason to
believe sc. I belisve that Haweil will be stronger end more able to resist this
movement when Hawailans become full-fledged citizens with an equal voice not only
in national and international affaira, but alac in the sslection of their own stata
gcvermment and judiclary.

If admitted s & Stats, will Hawaii meet the financial atraina of statehood?
Thersa appears to be no question thet these 1slands have a very atable esconomy. The
total ennual production of the islands doubles that of any other Territory prior to
statehood. With sush basic lndustries as egriculture and tourdism, Hewsii locks
forward to a greater opportunity to provide the mainlend with both food and
recreation,

The Lord richly blessed this tropilcal paradise which Mark Twmin called "the
lovelieat flest of islands that 1ie at anchor in any ocean.” The jear-round
agricultural industry has furnished ocur Nation anmually with a sugar crop of .over
one million tona walued st mpproximately 150 million dollara., Twenty-two thousand
workera, on the aversge, ara employed every year to harvest and pack Hawaii's
pilneapple ecrop, which in 1956 added another 116.8 million dollars to the value of
Hawaii's exports to the malnland.

Of course, Haweiians have other waluable natural resourges. Fishing has
traditionally bean m mainatay of the economy of tha i1slands, The fisheries of
Hawali yleld an anrual eateh of about 20 millien pounds of fish and shellfish
heving an ex-vessel value of about $3,750,000,

Over 20 parcent of the catech conalsts of tuna which is uaed for marketing
fregh and for cenning. In addition, quantities of these fish are imported from
Japan for the frash market and also for camning. A conaidarsble portion of the
productlion of canned tuna is shippad to the Thited Stateas.

A dlstinective featurs of the Hawallan fishery is the pond fishery, which ylelds
an annual catch of about 100,000 pounds, valued at about §50,000,

Haweiian minerals such as tltanium and bauxite are today receiving conslder-
able attention. Dr. Paul L. Magill, a chemist for Stanford Research Assoclatea,
stated in & recent report on bauxite—the raw material for alumimme--that the
island of Hawall alone contains more than 300 square miles of rich ocre-—a resarve

of 600 million tons. This amount 1s enough to supply the United States for 100
years,

A repource yet to ba tapped, except for hardwood used in furniture and cabinet
waking, is timber.



More than 133,000 teurists, lured by sunshine and the islands' natural beauty,
visited Hawnii last year. Their sperding amlone added almest 66 million dollars to
Haweii's annual income. Twe of the attractiens of which we in the Department of
the Intericr are truly proud are the Hawaiien Mational Park, ccntaining the world's
largeat active voleann, Mauna Loa, with its "pit of eternal fire,"™ and the City of
Refuge National Historical Park at Homaunau, This is a large semiwalled snclosure

satablished before 1700 as a place where the weak, the aged, and others could find
a haven,

Theae facts are not the only evidence of Hawali's strength. The Hawaiian
Islends, roughly the size of Comnnectleut and Fhode Island ccmbined, have almost
560,000 inhabitants; more than B5% of these are native-born Mmerican citlzens.
The military establishment, with such permanent facilities as the Fearl Harbor
Naval Base, six Army posts, and Hickem Alr Force Base adds at least 50,000 to
Heweii's population,

Last year Hawsiians paid over 140 million dollars in Federal texes, approxi-
mately 50 percent of which was withheld for income and payroll taxes. The labor
force of over 210,000 was slmost 96 percent employed in 1956, An important factor
in Hawali's expanding economy is that almost one-half the islands' pecple are
under 24 yearas of age. Hawali's Econcmic Planning and Coordination Autherity, a
territorial agency created to mssist new and expanding industries, predicts that
"the Territory will witness an increase of sbout 100,000 in its labor foree in the
next 20 years." Further statistics compiled by the E.F.C.A. show that manufactur-
ing in Hawali incremsed by 830 percent between 1940 and 1955. Ilast year, 514
Hawalian marmfacturers, employing 22,411 people, were engaged in almost every type
of manufecturing known on the mainland.

This dynamic Hawalisn economy compares faveorably te that eof any State of the
Union.

In additlon, the Hawaiian peocple are well-informed concerning current develop—
mente in the world. As & newspaperman, I was pleased to learn that Hawail has 23
newspapers, lncluding seven dailies, serviced by all the major wire services. The
1slands alsc have complete radls and TV coverage.

The strategle wvalue of Hawall to our Nation should not be overlocked. Ewven
bafare the coming of rapid air and surface transportation, this was recognized.
As early as 1852, Representative J, W, McConkle of Califormia asked the Congress
to anpex these lalands becauss of their importance to the United States In war

as well as in peace. This lmportance was brought home to all of us once and for
all on Decembar T, 1941.

In 1955, a repert of the House Interlor and Insular Affairs Committee summsr-
ized the rights which statehood would aceord to Americans in Heweil:

"l. The right to full voting repressntation in both the United
States Senate and House of Hepresesntatlvea;



"2. Tha right t» wote for the President and Viee Presldent of the
Tmited Etﬂ;‘hﬁa:

"3. The right to chonse thelr rwn governor amd to carry on
functiona of govermment by their mun elected officials instead of
Federal sdmindstratsars 3

R,. The right to determine the extent of the powers to be exer-
clsed by their oun legislature;

"5. The right to have justice sdministered by judges selected
under Incal authority rether than by Federal appointees;

"6. The right to freedom from overlapping of Federal and local
autharity;

"7. The right to an equal share on a per capita basis in Federal
grants for educatlon, health, highways, and other public improvements;
and

"8. The right to a voice in any proposed amendment of the Federal
Constitutlon, as wall as on the taxes which the people of the Territory
must pay."

A President Eisenhower said in his first state of the Union message on
February 2, 1953, enactment of the legislation before you to grant statehood to
Hawaii is appropriaste because "the pecple of that Territory have sarned that
atatug M

And this fact also should not be forgotten: at the time Havail was made an
incorprrated Territory, Congress wams given an opportunity to declare that such
action did not earry with it & pledge of statehood. Om April 6, 1900, when the
House debated 5. 222, "A Bill to Provide a Civil Government for Hawaii,™
Congressman Ebenezer J. Hill offered the follewing smendmernt:

wSEC, 105. HNothing in this Act shall be construed, taken, or hald
to imply a pledge or promise that the Territory will st any future time
be admitted as & Stata or attached to any State.”

Mr, Hill said, deferding this amendment:

"Ho harm whatever can come from the passage of the amendment I have
just offered. It commits Congress to mothing. It aimply says that this
bill and the sdmission of this Territory shall not be teken or construed
as a pledge for the edmission of the Territory to statehood elther in
the lmmediate or the distant future.



if

"MR, CANNON. Whether the amendment be adepted or not, is there
anything in this bill which commits the Congress of the United States
or the panpla of the country to sdmit this Territery to statehocd?

"MR., HILL. I think there 1ls, so far as the sentimentsl side of
the questlon 1s concerned. The American peoples lock upon the author-
ization and full organization of a Territory as the first step toward
statehood. Tt has always been so construed: it alwsys will be so
eonstrusd. By the adoption of this smendment we ghall simply put
ourgelves on record as declaring that this legislation is not adopted
with that end in view.™

A similar smendment preserntad to the Senste during debate en the same bill
was not conaidered because of a point of order. The House amendment wes defeated.
While it was ably pointed out by Congrossman Jehn 5. Willisms of Missiasippl that
the amandment was either unnecessary because it could easily be repesaled, or
unconstitutional if every territory was "necessarily in process of formetion for
atatehood,” the very fact that the gentleman from Connecticut proposed the amend-
ment demonstrates that, prier to the snnexstlion of Hawmil, no territery had been

acquired by the United States, the manifest destiny of which was not to become a
State.

We are dedicated as a Natlon to the principles of self-determination and self-
government. Admission of Hawail to the Union will demonstrats to the pecple of the
Pacifie and the world that—regardless of race, color, or cresd--citizens of the
Inited States, when they inhebit an incorporated Territory which has pnlitical and
sconomic maturity, will be sccorded sll the privileges of citisenship.

Our report on 3. 50 1s before you. In it we have suggested some technical
amendmentas. The personnel of the Department are at your disposal and will be
pleased to supply any informatlen or assistsnce you may desire.
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