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Iu!i INSFECTION OF CERMAN COMUENTRATION CAMF FOR POLITICAL
FRISCHERS LCCATED AT BUCHERWAID ON THE WOARTH EDGE CF
HELLAH .

Made by Brig. Gen. Bric F. Tioed, It. Cel. Chas. H. Ott, and CW0. 8. Dye,

on the morning of 16th April, 19L5.

1 In additieon te an American Officer guids, the parbty was also
aucnqpaniud by Commandant HRene L'Hopitsal (former ADC to Marshel Foch, DSM,
Officer of the Legion of Honor, MVO, etc.; a persongl friend of many

Americans including Brig. Gen. Hanford HﬁHidar, the late Theodore Roosewelt Jr,’
Maj.Gen. Frank Parker, Franklin D'0lier, Adm. Eyrd), who had been a priscnsr

~ in the camp durlng the two monthe pricor te ite capture. He weighéd 95 lbs,.

as egainst & normel weight of 175 1lbs, (See photo Ko. 2); but was in far

better physical condition than the average of s fellow priscners (due to

his having been in this camp only 2 menths).

2. History of the : It was founded when the Hagi Party first =
cams into power in 1933, and has been in continuous operstion ewer since =
although its largest populations date from the beginning of the present war.
U.5. armor over-ran the genersel ares in which the Bamp iz located on 12th
April, Its 5.5, guards had decamped by the evening of 11th April. Scae
U.8. Admin, personnel and supplies reached the camp on "Friday the 13th"
of April = a red-letter day for the surviwving inmetes.
3. Surkiving po tion: numerically, by nationality, as of
léth Aprdl, 1945:-
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L. Character of Surviving Porulation: Meles only, including

1,000 boys under 1k years old. Intelligentia and "leaderehip" personnel
from all of Europe; anyone. and everyone of outstanding intellectual or
moral gqualificaticns, er of "demoeratic? or anti-Nazi inclinaticns

(f THEIR RELATIVES. For instance, as to the French inmates, they included
I anti-Vichy members of parliement; ymiassurﬂ-ai‘ FPagteur Institute, Univ.
of Paris, Undv. of Caen, ete.; B high-renking anti-Vichy French pgenersls
(including Gen. Vermeau who was =t ope time C. of 5.), and the son of one
of them; and French engineers, lawyers, editors and other professionsl men
of the higher brackets. A particular inelination for incarcerating
prominent Jews was menifest, there being 4,000 of them among the 20,000

survivors (these are inclusive in the nationalities listed in the preceding

r—

paragraph). Jews were given even worse treatsent than the others. For /f un

instance, no Jew was sver "promcted" from the PLittle Camp® (see below).

&£

A few inmates were from time to time ransomed by thelr families by personal

o

paymerts to S.5. officers and libersted to spread the word, among other
leadership or intellectual anti-Nazi personnel throughout Eurcpe, as to the

penalties (intemment in this camp and similar ones) for anti-Naziiem.

S Mission of the Camp: An extemmination factory. Mere death
wag not bad enough for anti-Nazis, Ee::a.na of exterminetion: starvetion;
compliceted by hard work, abuse, beatings and tortures, incredibly crowdsd
sleeping conditions (see below), and sickness (for instance, typhus rampant
in the camp; and many inmstes tubercular). By these means many tens of
thousands of the best leadership personnel of Burope (including German
democrats and anti-Nazis) have been exterminated. For instamnce, 6 of the 8
French generals criginally committed to the camp, and the son of the one of
them had died there (and the ‘2 surviving French generals sppear to be beyond
rehabilitation)., The recent death rate was about 200 a day. 5,700 had
died or been killed in February; 5,900 in March, and sbout 2,000 in the first
10 days of April,.

The madn elemeants of the installation included the "Little Camp",
the "Regular Barracks", "The Hospital", the Mediesl Experimentation Building,
the Hody Disposal Flant, and an Ampunition Factory lmmediately adjecent to

the camp and ssparated from it only by a wire fence,

;:-Ir



Ga The "I1ittle Camp". Friseners here slept on triple-decked shelves,

aach shelf about 12! x 12', 16 prisoners to a shelf, the clearance height besieen
shelves being a little over 2%, Cubage figured out to about 35 cu. Tt.

per man; as against the minimum for health of 600 cu. ft. preseribed by U3

Army Regulations. A1l arriving new prisonars Were initiated by spending at

least & weeks here before being "graduated to the 'Regular Barracks'. During
this initistion priscners were expected to loss zbout L0 per cent. 1n wﬂiglft;
Jews, howsver, seldom if ever graduated to the Hegular Barracks. Coamp dis-
ciplinary measures included transferring recalcitrant priscners back to the
Wiittle Camp". As persops becare too feeble o work, they were alec sent

back te this camp, or to the "Hospital". Hations were less than at Begular
Camps, and desth rate was very high here; recently 2 per cent. %o 4 par cpﬂ'ﬁ.“:\\

a day. (For appesrance of surviving priscners sce Fhotograph No. 4). |2 5 |
"‘x-"-"_'//
"-\.\I|

s The BEegular Barracks: The dormitory rocms wers approximataly L2' x 231,
shout 10! high: or a content of less than 9500 eu. ft. In euch a rood thers
were installed, triple-deck, 38 stacks of 3 cots each; or & total of 11L cots,
each est 300 x T2 outside measurement. Most of these cols wers double (i.e.

% parallel cots ccoupying & space &0" x man), Aisles were too narrow (less than
24"} to permit movemert except with the body edgewise. 114 cots inte 9500 makes
less than 85 cu. ft. per person. But =ince the war 250 persons have been made

to sleep in each such room (5 persons on each 60" x 72" double cof, and 2 persons
on. each 30" by T2" single cot); or less than 40 eu. fi. -pElr person. There wers
less than one blanket per prisoner. Blankets werse thin and shoddy, and under-

size. There was no heat in these dormitories.

8. The Mospital", A building where moribund persons were sent %o dis.

No medicines being available, hemce no therapy was possible. Typhus end tuberculosi
rampant in the camp. About half the wards in the "Hospitall were about. 15°

deep with ons window at the outside end, by 5h? wide, From &6 to 9 "patients”
occupied such & ward, lylng cross-vise on the fleor, shouldsr to shoulder. Room
too narrow for most of them to extend their legs. Death rate in the "Hospital!

5 per cent. to 20 per cent. a2 days

9. Uedical Experiment Building. Block 41 was used for medical experiments

and vivisections, with priscners as "guinea pigs®. Kedical scientlsts came



from Berlin pariudicallz.' to reinforce the experimental steff. In particular,
new toxins and enti-toxins were tried out on prisoners. Few priscners who

anterad this experimental tuilding ever emerged alive,

10.  Thae Body Disposal Flant., The deslgn of this installation was &

striking m-:ﬂr.pia of "German industrial afficiency®s It had & maximum dispesal
capacity of about LOO bodies per 10-hour day. A1 bodies were reduced to
boneash, thus destroying 21l Pevidence®. All gold or pold=filled teelh wers
extracted from bodies belore ineineratien. This plant was entirely enclosed
witkin & high board fence, Uo one except the smmall gperating force of 55
personnel Was allowed even to look inside this fepce, and no prisoner oo
passed within it {as a member of = fatigue party, or for any other reatan) aver
came out slive, Inside this fence Was (a) a large front yard en the left,
(o) a smzll back yard on the rigt, and (e) the incinerater building centrally
located between the two yards. This bullding was of substantial brick construc=
tion with cement floors, one sLory, with & full-gize 12" high basement beraitil.
The main floor contalned an Admin, office at the front end, & locker and washroom
for 85 personnel at the far end, and the incinerator rodi in the center. The
latter comtained, in line, 2 batteries of 3 fire-brick inciperstors each, each
incinerator naving a capacity of 3 bodies; or a totel charge of 18 bodies.
15 to 20 minytes were required for the ineineration of a charge. The Iloor
of sach incinerator ccnsisted of a coarse grate through which the poneash fell
into an ashpit abeut 15" deep, naving a separate front door through which the
day's ancu;]mlat;i.mn of bonessh was extracted at the end of cperation. Tne fire
came from a furnace-room OCCUDYADE the rear two-thirds of the basement, the
{]ames being deflected downwards orto the bodies by baffleplates in the roofs
of the furnaces, The front end of the basament was occupled h’;\r mﬁtrm@laﬂﬁn
il T

The method of e¢ollecting bodies Was as followa. Holl-call was held
every evening, oubdoors outside the dermitory buildipgs. Internees were re-
guired to strip, and bring to rell-call, the naked bodies of all comrades whe
had died during the previous 24 hours. After roll-call & motor truck drove
around the cemp, picked up the bodies, and was driven into the front-yard of the
incinerztor plant to awsit the next day's operation. But this was not the enly

source of bodies. Emacisted prisoners who fnad been around long enough', whe

committed infractions of discipline, or who Wimew tee mueh", or who refused o

be broken in mind, were arbitrarily ¢ondemned Lo death. For instance, in the
"Tittle



Camp" where prisonsrs slept 14 on & shelf, an infraection of diseipline (and
pa.rlt-iculr:rl;f an sttempt to escape) not infrequently resulied in all 16
being condemned. Such peTsons Wers immediately merched on feot to o small
door into the fence of the back yard, at a peint Limediately adjacent to the
right-hand front comer of the incinerator building, This door cpened in-
wards until it hit a door-stop which held it in a pesitien perallel to the
building's wall, - thus creating a corrider sbeout L' wide and 3' deep. At
tha far end was ap opening sbout &' x 4F flush with the ground, the head

of & concrete shaft sbout 137 deep, the bottom floor of which was & conti=
nuatien of the concrete floor of the room st the Iromt end of the basement.
The eondesned prisoners, on oeing hurrled and pushed through the door in
the fence, inevitably fell imto this shelt and crashed 13 down to the cement
sgllar floor. This rocmn, on the floor at one end of which they now found .
themselves, was The Strangling Room. As they it tha floor they were gar-
roted, with a short double-snded nouss, by big 55 guards; md hung on hooles
along the side wall, about 63! above the fleor, the row of hooks being L5
in number, Wnen & consignuent had been all hung up, any who werse still
strupgling were stunned with = woeden mallet (See photo He. 2) the mallst
and a noose are h-ain.g held by ﬂmmand.e.lnt L'Hopital,). The bodies wers

left u-n the hooks until celled for by the incinerator Crew. An electric
glavator, with an estimated capacity of 18 bedies, ran up to the inciner-
ator room, which was directly abeve The Strangling Hocm. Thé day’s cuota
of approxdimately 200 bodies wers made up from 120.to 140 prisomers who

had died (mostly in the "Hospital, the "dedical Fxperiment Building", or

the "Little Camp"), and of frem 60 to 80 supplied by The Strangling Room.
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For a pericd of about ten days in March the cosl supply for the
incinerator ren out., Awalting the srrivel of a new supply, bodies to the
number of sboubt 1800 were sllewed to collect in the frent ¥ard, stacked up
like cord-woed. To the anncvence of the 55 this over-crowded the sard with
undisposed-of "evidence"; gnd a spell of werm weether created s senitery
rroblen, Foreover, burisl wes & good desl more troublesome than incineration;
and wes out of the customsry routine. EBut pomething had to be dome. So a
truck detachment; and e fatigue detail of :]_nt.e::l-neas, vas orgenized. The
bodies were loaded in the trucks snd hauled out of camp. The fatigus detail
dug one huge burial pit, threw the bodies into it filling it execept for one
end, and covered the bodies. Then the 88 shot sll the members of the fatigue
detail; threw their bodies inte the wacent end, and covered them up.

Shortly afterwards a new supply of coel having been received,; the
procesg of incineration wae resumed, This Procese was 8o abruptly inter-
rupted by the arrivel of U.S5. &rmor im the gres thet the 53 had no time to
"t1idy up", so that the cyele of operation could be plainly exemined snd under-
stocds The previous dey's quete of uprerds of 120 corpses of prisoners whe
hed died in cemp were perked in s truck in the front yvard (See Fhoto #1).

The incinerastor furnace grates hed not ¥et been cleared of un-congumed hip-bone
Joinle and perts of ekvlls. In edditicn, the bodies of ebout 40 inmstes who
hed died@ since U.3. arrival, in sfite of prompl medicel and retion attention,
mere stacked up like cord-weod sgainst the wall of the yard (See Fhoto #3).
fmericen surgeons steted that the adult corpses welghed cnly 60 to 80 1ba,

having in practically all ceses lost 50% to G0% of theip normal weight, and

: T P
also having shrunken in height., (:t' B
10. Migcellsnecus: W o

&. [ations: 600 to 700 calories per day for the Hegular Cemp,
0 for the "Little Cemp", both of an imbalanced ration, as sgsinst 3000 o
3600 calories reqiired for edult health., Black bréads; potatoes twiece = week
and beet-root twice a week served as wesk soup; gof bean (or other vegetable)
"sgusage"; jam iricé a week; margerine sbout once o week, Never BNy greens
or fresh vegetables. Beavy deficiency in animel fate end vitemins. No meats.
Red ﬁrnSE pockages almost entirely aprropricted by 55 Cenp Cosmander, mnd
distribtuted to suit himself to 58 rersonnels to citizens of Weimsr, even to

Hordie GCermen Cemp prizopnerg, In two months Commgnder L'Hopitel received

e - T



1/10; 1/14 snd 1/7 of & one-person, weekly French Red Cross percel.,

Meols were prepered end "served® by oriscmer personnel under 55 supervisicn.

by Attenmvied evgcuation. As Americen Army spproeched, the

5 attempled to evecuale some of the more "weluable" prischers. & column

of 2,000 was formed on 8th April, and another similer one on 10th April.

fEE guards {led precipitously on the 1lth, becpuse fmericen ercor wag heard
firing in the ares). All priscner? of these columns vho fell out were shot

by the roadside. It ip elleged; by the US persemnel now operating the camn,

thet gbout 3,000 wers killed in this mammer. The remsinder escaped end ere being
rounded up. Comsandant 1'Hopitel steted that orders had been given to kill

all remeining persons in the camp on 11 April 45, when further evecustien

becese impossible, but that this big Jeb was left undone, end the remaindng
Frisoners saved when the nearby presence of American tenke stempeded the 58 :

parsonnel,

¢« Zgbiooing. The 20 April Peris edition of the Stere and
Stripes carried on pege 2 & story regerdlng the use, by the 55 officers of the
cempy of tettoced humen skin for scuvendre. This st?ry is true in every
respect. Commandant 1'Hopitel steted thet the wife of one of tha 55 ofTicars
started the fad; that eny prischer who happened to have extensive tatooing
of eny sort on his body was brought to her: thet if she found the tatooing
satlsfectory the priconer wes killed and gkinned; that the sldin with ths
tateoing was then tanned end mede into souvenirs such as lemp shades,; wall
pictures, book ends, ete; that about 40 exanples of this artistry were found
is 55 offices and querters in the camp, Thie stetement was confirmed by lst
Lieut. Welter F. Eumons. And we ourselves saw & exgoples at Camp HY, including
a lampahede, -

d« This concentrstion camp was by no means unique, nor were ita
methods different from similar eemps whmh were (or are still) operated st
Dachew (near Berlin), Xleine Glatthack (B of Kerleruhe), and at other points.

When the Fremch lst Army over-ran Kl. Glattbech ofn 10th
april 1945 they found only 700 emocizted survivors, B0% of whom are beyond
rehabllitation and about helf of whem are in advenced siekes of tuberculosis
of various types eccording to the considered opinion of the Army Surpecm.
o/a 10th March the camp's incinerator rlen ran out of coel., A long trench

was thereupon dug, with s wmit of mechaniesl equipment; and then, starting

et cne emd, the daily quota of Gead were stacked into it progressively down



the langth of the Trench. The number thus interred during approximately one
month was 1200, This informmation wes supplied by General of Army de Lattre
de Tassigny, Commandant Williem Bullitt, and the Amy Surgeon; all of whom
had inspected the camp, The strategicel implications of the sbowve procedure
appear tc ba far-reaching., MNamely that Continental Europe (including Cermany)
has besn systenatically deprived of hundreds of thowsands of its best liberal

......

or demccratic leadership perscnnel. fa.“'" gt
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