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In this. pclous subuwne for Americn, cme fagt loons above all others in our pesple's
nind, Cne tragedy challenges all mon dedicated to the work of peace, e word shouts depls
to thoss who foolishly protend that curs is not a nation ot wnr,

This fact, this tragedy, this word is: Haren.

A small country -- Kores hag been, for more than tws years, the battleground For the
cogtlest foreign war our nation has fought, cxcopting the tws Werld Wara, It hag bepn the
turial ground for 20,000 inerienn dead, It hes boss anothor histerie field of homar for the
welir and skill and fonsclty of American aniiicre.

A1 these things it has been == and yob one thing more. It has bean & symbal - &
felling symbol -- of the foreign policy of otr nation,

It has besn n olgn e= 2 warning sfem == of the way the adninistration has conducted
our werld affolra,

It hos boon & mEagure = & demping MEARIRE == of the qualfty of leadorahlp we have
teen, glven;

Tondght I ar going to talk cbaut our forelpn policy and of its suprome symbol == the
Hergan War, I am not going to give you elsberTate poneralizationg -- but hard, teugh Facts, T
| om gedng Yo state the unvarnished truth,

| Whaty then, ave the plain fache?

The biggost fact abouk the Korean var fotile: 1t was movor ineviteble, i% was never
inoecapable, e farbnstic fist of history decrecd that 1ittls Seuth Korea == in the sumner of
| 1950 == would fatnlly tempt Commnlet agpressors ns their easiost victim, Ho demanic destiny
docreed tht imerdca had to be bled thia wey in order to kasp South Korea free and to keep
froadom 1tself solf-respeciing,

We aro not mite zrigoners of hlstory. Thot is 2 doctrine fer totalitarisns, It is
no ereed for-free non,

Thore g a ¥organ War == and we are fighting it =- for the sinplest of reasone:

bocmise frec leadership fadled to check and to turs back Gommurdst anbition before it savagely

| attacked us, The Korean War e- more perhaps than any othor war in histery — simply and awiftly
followed the collppse of qur pelitical dofenses, There 1e no other reseen than thise we failed
to road’and to owtwit the tetalitarinn mind,

1 kmow samething of this totalitarian mind, Tarough the years of World War 1T, I
emrrded a2 hoavy burden of dociedsn in the frae werldls crusade aguinat the tyrannmy than
threntoning us a1, Honth after mantit, yoar after year, I had to search out andtz weigh the
strengths and weokmesses of on enary drivon by the Just to rile the great plobe ltsclf,
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Fage 2, Detroit, iichigen, Oot, 21, 1952

World Wer 11 elould have tausht us all ono losson, Tho leason 4= thiss- to vacillato,
to hesitate —- £0 appoaso ovon by meroly betroying unstosdy purpede == is to focd = dictptar's
appetite for conmuost wnd to invite wor itself,

Tht Josson == uhich should heve fimily guided ewery grect docision of our losdership
tirough these lebor yoars -- was ignored in the dovelepmont of the adnimistrotion's polieios
for Aala pinee the cod of World dor I, Hocouse it was igpord, tho vocord of those pelisies
in o rocard of oppalling failura,

“That reasrd of frilure & bagk == with sed-detter £olly -~ of loast to Sopbonber of
1347, It was thon that Genersl Albert Wodemayor -- rotusned frea o Presidentiol mission to
the Far Sast - mibmitbod to tho “rosidont this worning: "Tho withdeawsl of Ancrican military
forcos frem hiorca would ... . rosadt in the ocoupation of South Koroa by cither Sovict trosps
oT, A5 MUmE merd litely, by the horean military undta trained under Sovied mispicesin ¥erth
Koraa, !

That warting and his ontire report woro di and i by tho i

The terrible rocerd of those yoars reaches its dromstie climox in o sories of un-
forgottable sconea on Cajitcl Hill in Juno of 1949, By then the dogision. to conplote with-

of americon forcoa from “oroa -5 despitc nonscing sigrs from the Horth —- hod boon
dram up by the Jeporiment of Stote, The decision inclndod the intention to sk Congross
for add to Foros Lo compensete for tho swithdrawsl of fndriean forosw,

This beewgit guosticns from Congross, The sdministrotion parads of civilien and

nilitery witncsses bofore the “vuse Foreion iffairs Committec wnsheaded by the Socratary oo
ate, . lie andhis sddes faced o group of Pepublican conzrossnon both skeptieal mwd foardul,

What followsd wae histario and docisiva,

I bog yeu to liston corcfully to the words that follewed, for thoy shaped this nationis
eaurse fron that dote to this,

Listan, then:

First: Aopublicon Congrossman Jonn Lodge of Comecticut asked "(Da) you foo tha
Eorcan Govortment is able to £111 the veoumn coused by the withdrgwnl of the oeoupatier Carscsin

The 13l

Sgoand: 4 vory differont estimete of tho risk imvelved cang from Eopablicon Conpwessnan
Walter JUIT ol Minncsoba, - 1 warnod:s "I bhink the thing nocossary to five seourity to koroa
®% this stage of tho fono is the oresencc of a smell Anorican forco end the Imewlodgo (en the
Soviet sida) thot attack upen it would bring troubls with ws, I m canvinesd,” Roorosontatin
Judd comtimicd, *that i we kesp even & Sobtelion taere, thay arc not colng to nove,  Aod if
Abke batizlicon is nob thore® -- liston nouw to bis werndng =- "the chancos e they will meve
within a yoar,"

nare



Baige 3 -- Detroit, JHch,, Pridsy, Oct, 2k, 1952
Whot & tragedy that the sdministratdsn shrupged off that so acourate warmingl
Third: The Secretary of State was asked if he agreed that the Sputh Koresns glans.-

and I quote == Mill be able to dofend themsolvee ageinst sy atteck from the northern hal® of
the country." To this the Secretary answered briskly: "We share that same view, Tes, il

Rarely in Cangressional testimomy has #o much misinformation been compresasd sn
afficiently into so few words,

Fourth: Republican Congresamsn Iodge hod an incisive corment en all this, NTazd, "
he gaid, "iswIshful thinkng ... I sm afraid it confessoe a kind of fundamental isolstionian
thot exists in certain brenches of the povermment, which I think is a very dangescus pattern.

I think the presance of cur troops there ie a tremendous detarrent te the Rusalsne,”

Firally; This resarksble seenc of the swmer of 13L9 ends with a memorshle docunssd
mmmrut;n-pqn of fiva Republicon nombers of the Fouse Fereign Affairs Commities on
26, 1519 submitted this solamn warning,

Listen to it]

"It is reliably reperted that Sovict troops, attached 4o the Forth Korean
armles, ave in position of mmand o well as acting as advisors . . . This develomment may
well presage the dmmching of a full-senle military drive scross the 38th Farallal,

"Our foroes . . . have been withdrawn from Scuth Xores at the very inatent when
legle and scomon sense beth demgnded no retrest from the realities of the situation,®

The roport contimes: "Already alomg the 3Bth Parallel speression is spesking
with the too-familiar voices of lowitsers and canmoms. Our pesition i untenable and
indefensdtle,

"The Bouse should be aware of these facta,”

Thase words of eloquent, reasoned warning were spoken eleven months before thas
Horean War broke.

Behiind these words was a fervent, desperate appeal, That sppeal was addressed fo
the adninigiration, It begged st lesst sone frim statenent of Amcricen intemtdon that might
deter the forsseen attack,

What was the administration smawer to that sppesl?
The first snswor was eilence -- stubborn, sullen silence for alx months,

Then, suddenly, came speech -- 5 high povemment officfal at long last spesking cus
on hsis. Tt was now Jamary of 1950. What did he soy? He agld, *The United States pevermment
i1l not provide mlitary aid or advics to Chinese forces on Formogs,!

Than, one week later, the Secrctary of State anrounced his fancus “defense perinster=
— publicly sdvising sur enemies that, so far as netions outside this perimeter wers conearned,
"no person can guarantes these aress agalnst military attack,! Under thess cisooestonces, it
wa# oold comfort fo the nations cuteide this perimeter o be reminded that they could arpest *=
the United Matfens,

These nations, of course, indluded Eorca. The arsdes of Commurden, thus fnformed,
began thelr big tuild-up., Six nenths later they were ready to strike scross the 3%th parallel
They struck on June 25, 1950,

()



Fogp b, Dotroit, dichipan, Get, 2U, 1952

On thot doy, the rocord of politicsl and diplomatic fedlurc of this administration
was comploted ard sunlu:l‘

The rosponsl ‘:.1 .ty for this rocord cennot be dods
| Republiecan les er hed sarned se clearly apainst the coning discsteor, the respensibility for
the fatoful politic l.ec giong would Still rest whelly sdth the.mon charged with moking
theee docisions —- in the Sopartmont of dtato dnd in the dhito e, They eonnot csczpe that
rosponaibility now or aver,

d or gwvslod.  dven AF not a single

en the cneny stricl, on that Juno doy of 1950, whob did jnorien do? It did what it
slwoys has dopa Ln 11 ita dises of perdl, It ap 1 ta the horedsm of its youth,

Thiz miocel wesutterly richt and uttorly It wos 4 e not only
bosmise this was tho only wey te dofend the iden of cellestive frooden apsingl savape sssressisn,
That appeoal was inwcqpohlc bccmo Lnem w23 now in the plight into which we had stumlod no
other way te save honor anl self-ro

The answer to that apocol hos boon what oy .mericen know it wondd bo. It has been
ahear walor == valor on all tho borcom mountain-sidos that, cach day, bear Cresh scers of now
Eraves.

How == in & arptions sabuem - from those horole men thore ¢oncs beell an cnswering
spioel. It i3 no uhine, me whisporing plea, If is o question thot oddrcssos 1tsalf to amplo
roasem, Ft oskas u‘hm—u do uc po from here? Jhon comos to ond?  Is thoro on ond’

These quostions touch ol of us. ov domond truthful anewers, boither glib pronizes
nor Jiib excuses will serve, Thoy weuld Bo !w betiar than the flib preciecics that brought
us to this pass,

To theto quesiions, there nre twa folse anpiors -- both couslly folse, Tho first weuld
ba ey snavor that dishoncstly plodpod on ol to in horea by pny immincnt, cxcpet datc.
Such a plodge wowld brand its penker ne o dogol

oy

. The seoopd and omanlly false mnawor deelorea tliat sething oon be dome to speod & sccure
pooee, It deres te Lell us that we, the stronpost natien in tho Ristery af frecdem, can anly
walt = ond wolt == and welt, Such a statement brends dts sposkor o5 o dofcatist.

Wy anauor == candid and conplete — is this:

Tho first task of o now sdnindstrovion will be to roviow apd pe-gipming GVeTy COUTSS
of astion open to us with one gocl in viowr to bring the soresn Har to an early and henaroble
emdy  That is my plodge w the \cﬁcm ool

For tida to el rlstratdon 18- Bescsorr,  The r\."son for this ie simple,
The old sdmindatration cannne be m(p._:.tx.-d to ropedr what it failed to Pravel

Whure will o now admimdstration vc:,l.n?

Tt will bogin with ita Frosidont talfing a aimplo, firm resolution. That maol\hiun
will ba: to forepo tho diversions of palitics ond to concontrate on the job of ending the
Yorgan War -- untdl that job is honorsbly dens,
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FPage § -- Detroit, Mich., Friday, Ost, 2h, 1952

That Job requires s perscmal trip to Fores.

I shall meke that trip. Only in tHat wap could T leorn how best to serve the
Anerican peopla in the ceuse of poase.

I shall go o Horem.

Taat is my second pledge to the imerican péople,

Carofully, then, this new adninistrati by pash decislons and inheritod
migtekes, can review every factor - military, politicsl andp hological = te be mobilised Ln
speeding a just peacc.

Fropress along ot least twe lines can instantly begln., We can -- first -- stop up
the program of tralnding ond arming the South Horean ferces. Handfestly, under the siroumatonces
of today, United Haticne forcos connot sbanden that unhappy land, Hut Just as troeps of the
Hopublic of Xorea covet and deserve the hemor of dofending their frontiers, sc should we give
thom masimm assistance to insure their ability to do so. Them, United Nations forces in
resorve poeitions end supporting roles would ba assuranco thot diznstor would net agsin strike.

We con -- sescndly -- shape our paycholspical werfore progran into o weapon o o
of aracking the Commndst fromt,

Boyond all thig wo must carefully weigh 211 intorrelatod courscs of petion, We
will, of souras, constantly oonfer with nasocieted froo naticns offsis and with the coorersting
Ambérs of the Umited Hationa, Thus we could bring into being = praciical plan far world peace,

Thot is ny third plddge to you.

A8 the next sdmindstestion poes to work for pesce, we mst be guided ot every
ingtant by that lesson I spoke of sarlier. The vital lasson s this: to vagillata, to
sppoase, to placate ie only to imvite war -- vagher war -- bloodier war, In the words of the
1nto Semater Vendonberg, sppeasoment is not the road to peace, it ie only survender on the
installmert plon. ;

T will alwsys reject appassemant.
And that ds my fourth pledge to you,

4 aation's foreipm policy &= o much grover natter than rustling pepers and bustling
conforences. It 48 much more than diplemstic decisions and trade treaties and militany
arrangemants.

A foreign palicy is tha fncs aid the yoice of awhole people, It ia gll that the
world Bees and hears and understands sbout a single nation, Ii egrosses the chapacker and the
faith and the will of that nation, In this, a mation is lika mny indlvidual of our personal
aoquaintance; the elmplest gosture can tetroy hesitaticn or weslmess, the norest inflaction of
wolce can reveal doubt or fear, 15

Tt is in this decp senso thot our muﬁ,&g falterad and failed,

For o demscracy, a great election, such ns this, signifies a most aclamn trial
{e the time whes == to the badlderment of all tyrants - the pesple aih ia Judgmernt. upon L.
Jondors. It 4= the time when thesc lesdere ave summoned before the bar of public declsdon,
There they mist glve ovidence both to justify thedr actions and explain thelr imtentions,




Detroit, Hichizan, Oct. =h, 1952

In the grest trial of thia electien, tho judges -= the peoplo — must not be dowcdved
into helicving that the choics 18 botweon isolstiondi=n ard intornationslisn, Thet is = debabo
of the desd past. The vast majority of Ancricons of both prtics know thoh o keep tholr own
naticn fran, thoy bear = majestic responsibility for frecdom through a1l the world, As proctis
col peaple, ancrieans slse know the criticel nocossity of unimpadred access to row meterials
an othor continomts for our own occnomie ond militery strongths

Todsy the cheice -- tho real choise == 1ies betwsen palicies thab assume that rosporsf-
td1ity mdwardly and foarfully =- and policies thet accept thab rosponaibility with surc
purpoas ond fimm will, The chodce is botween foresight and blindness, befweon deing and
apoleplzing, Sotueen planning ond impreviaing,

In renduring thoir verdict, tho poople sust judpe with cournge sl with wisdon, For -—
at this date == any faliering in jusrica's lepdership 16 o copitel offenso against freedon,

In this trisd, ny testinory, of a personal kind, is quite sigple, & soldior all my
1ife, I heve crlisted in the mrocbest causs of my 1ifo -- the couse of paace.

I do net beliove it s presunntion for mo to eddl the offort of sl who have enlistod
with ae =< o crussda.

T uso that word omly to sigeify two facts, Tirst: we arc united and devoted to a
Just canse of &ho puresth moming to ol hmerkind, Secord: wo know thab -- for dll the
might of our offort -- vietory con eome only with the gift of Ocd's help, :

Tn this spirit == humblc servonts of o proud ideal -- we do soborly sayr This s a
=
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