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BOLD PEACE PLAN FOR THE U.S.

NEW ‘GREAT WHITE FLEET

ORIGINAL GREAT WHITE FLEET, LED BY BATTLESHIP “CONNECTICUT," TRAILS CLOUDS OF COAL SMOKE AS IT STEAMS TOWARD PACIFIC

Fifty-two years ago President Theodore Roose-
velt sent 16 battleships off on the historic world
cruise of “The Great White Fleet.” Fully armed
and freshly painted (all U.S. battleships were
white in those days), the 1907 fleet dramatically
fulfilled its mission: to impress the world with
U.S. naval power and the nation’s coming of age.

This week LIFE places its support behind a pro-
posal for a “New White Fleet™ (see cover) with
a new mission. Its sh_ips, painted white as a sign

of peace, would carry no guns at all. Instead tney

would sail around the world with food for the
hungry, medical facilities for the sick or injured,
and technicians to help underprivileged peoples
improve their own lot. LIFE’s editors believe the
New White Fleet—first suggested by Commander
Frank Manson (pp. 20, 21)—is a bold, imaginative
idea which could harness America’s productive
goodwill and energies to help insure peace and
combat the spread of Communism. On the follow-
ing pages LIFE shows how the New White Fleet

could be commissioned and how it might operate.

Unarmed ships, loaded with goodwill, would carry out mercy missions
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NEW WHITE FLEET AS IT MIGHT LOOK IN ACTION IS SHOWN IN DRAWING OF DISASTER VICTIMS BEING BROUGHT ABOARD HOSPITAL SHIP. LANDING CRAFT AND

A New White Fleet would carry goud deeds, vital goods and fresh ideas
FO R PEO PLE to remote areas of the world which need them most. The first of these
’ immense capabilities is shown in the drawing above, The scene is a small

port city =omewhere in southeast Asia. A disastrous carthquake has
wecurred, injuring thousands of citizens and setting fire to the city.

Local medical lacilities and food supplies have been destroyed: diseasc is
= . spreading in the wake of the disaster.

Summoned hy radio, the White Fleet has steamed into the harbor, Tis
hospital ship, in the foreground, is already taking on patients. In the

hackground other ships, including a small aiveralt carrier loaded with
_TH - SP OT H ELP 1u'1i|'r.|pln~|'.- [or rescue \\UI'LI. are :Ia.l'l')'in;: out their own lil]lil::-. 'H.H:_\ will
rentain anchored here until the eity can be restored o sell-=ufficieney,
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HELICOPTERS FROM FLEET AIRCRAFT CARRIER (CENTER, REAR! BRING OUT MORE PATIENTS. SHIPS AT FAR LEFT ARE CARGO VESSELS

The Hleet as its planners envision it woubil consist ol siv <hips w<tart
with  the hozpital <hipe complete with operating rooms. X-ray faeilitics
and medical warls:

the carviers a =malldestrover escort to provide coastal

communilies with cmergeney powe

sacvargo vessel loaded with stores of
aal =chool
e help improve the local standaed ol living: and a supply s Lo
repleni=h the fleet Later on, when the fleet has become establizhed,

Townd aned elothing: o vansport convertad into a Hoatin

aseventh ship could beadded with an exhibit of US, culture and industry.

I the normal puaesuil ol itz duties the leet woulil steam from port
Lo port oninvilation. lming ils eraise according o a schedule which
ha= heen worked out abisud of time with local authorit

I cach Jrrrt
ol call the ||||-||i|.|| <hig wouhl |||||'|1|;l1|_\ lahe on oll|_\ palient= who are

g
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ATTACHED TO THE FLEET

sullering from serious ailments which the loeal doctors cannot cure.
Thes=e doctors would be invited o serve oo board as internes and learn
In the event of a disaster
elsew here in the arca the entive eet coub interrapt its regular schedule,
pull up anchor and <team o the reseue.

haw 1o care Tor such patients themselyves,

The ships of the White Fleet woull he assigned and wurned over to
it by the U.S0 Navy, But the military connotations stop there. To be
efleetive in many arcas of the world, where o sense ol nationalism or
political neatraltism might spoil the weleome ol a loreign naval lleet, the
LS. White Fleet must be -:'I'u]nl|ul|..-|_\ true 1o the | ,__h motives and
priveiples hebind i A succes=lful White Fleet could win the LS. more
real Teieneds abrow] than any other great project since the Marvshall Plan.

CONTINUED 19




NEW WHITE FLEET conmueo
THE ORIGINAL GREAT WHITE FLEET
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VISITING JAPAN, sailors of Great White Fleet
march through streets of Yokohama and are greeted
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by Japanese schoolchildren waving American flags
and singing The Star-Spangled Banner in Japanese.
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REVIEWED BY PRESIDENT, Great White Fleet
steams into Hampton Roads, Va., returning home

., i --w'»'&l-';;g
after cruise of 46,000 miles in 14 months. Cruise
was considered a great feat of sailing and diplomacy,
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AUTHOR OF

Commander Manson, the man who thought up
the idea of a New White Fleet, is 38 and a native
of Oklahoma. He Is now on duty at U.5. Navy
headquarters In London. The following article
expresses his personal ideas and should not be
construed as the official view of the U.S. Navy.

by FRANK MANSON

Communder, [I.5. Navy

HE idea of organizing a New White Fleet

grew out of things I witnessed at the close
of World War I1. Like thousands of U.S, serv-
icemen, I saw discased, destitute and poverty-
stricken peoples living on the Asiatic rimland
and in parts of Europe and Africa. In some
areas | saw people actually dying on the strects
of starvation and disease. Such sights made
deep and lasting impressions on me. Even then
it was apparent that the urgent problems facing
the impoverished and underdeveloped coun-
tries were far from settled.

Something more was needed, something to
combat poverty’s eroding influences, some-
thing to make the benefits of civilization avail-
able on a broad scale. The primitive societies
wanted something more than a bare subsist-
ence. We were moving swiftly into an era of
increased desire and rising expectations. To
paraphrase President Lincoln, the world simply
could not peacefully continue to exist half
starved and half free.

But it was many years before a specific plan
occurred to me. At my Pentagon office on a De-
cember afternoon in 1957 I happened to thumb
through a photographic World War 11 file that
included pictures of auxiliary and hospital
ships. Later that same afternoon T talked with
an observant Navy doctor who had just re-
turned from a brief journey through Southeast
Asia. The doctor had seen medical conditions
almost too sad and painful to describe. He had
administered a few drugs, serums and vac-
cinations and had performed one major surgi-
cal operation in addition to his official duties,
but it was only a droplet in a desert of need.
The doctor suggested that disease and inade-
quate nutrition might be contributing to the
area’s social and political problems.

It was not the first time I had heard this the-
ory, but it made plenty of sense. In addition
to inefficient food production methods one of
the major problems of underdeveloped nations
is the vicious circle of deprivation. Because of
malnutrition the farmers grow too weak to
work with maximum efliciency and are thereby
unable to produce the full potential of their
land—and this in turn keeps them undernour-
ished. Something from outside is needed to
break the circle.

And so | asked the doctor, “Would hospital
ships help?” I think the doctor's enthusiastic
response Lo my question was the actual trigger.
In any case, as 1 drove home to Fallz Church
that evening, I suddenly thought: why not
have an entire fleet of mercy ships—grain ships,
hospital ships, education ships, power ships
—a fleet designed to make the benefits of the
free enterprise system available to the entire
human race?

The people of the U.S. are builders by na-
ture. They like positive and creative programs.



THE BIG PLAN EXPLAINS ™"

COMMANDER FRANK MANSON, U.S.N.

Andd their organizational brilliance is beyond
di=pute. Al the same tlime they have fallen
grivvously behind the Soviet Union in the field
ol propaganda, Why not take advantage of the
American ability to organize for material well-
bring =0 as to make up the lost ground in world
propaganda?

Ordinarily as | drive home I fume about the
trallic situation, But that particular afternoon
I counted our national blessings. The U nited
States leads the world in the fiell of medicine.
Why nat put this splendid advantage to full
use ina W hite Fleet? Ships painted white have
stablished worldwide symbol.
« by international eonven-
tion a= a sy mbol of peace and helpfulness, even

long been an ¢

They are recog

in e midst of war. Doctors are still welcome
dipdomat= in all lands.,

It seemed Lo me that the cost of such a fleet
woull not be great. Cerlainly it would not be
great compared Lo the sums being spent in
pl‘n'}l;l!'uliull for war or even to the sums spent

wreign aid programs. Besides, the ships
coulil e drawn from the mothball fleet that
has been growing more and more obsolescent.

One thought led to another. The New White
Fleet would be supported by a campaign in
which every \merican would have a chanee to
participate and contribute, 1 felt that Ameri.
cans wanted to help wage peace, and I knew
they were willing to sacrifice as long as their
saerilices were made in behalf of sensible goals.
The problems lacing the unilerdeveloped coun-
trivs were nol !u-;'n'nd human comprehension.
They were not very different [rom those of the
American willerness in the 17th Century.
They were practical problems and lent them-
selves Lo practical solutions. By the time I got
lome these gl maiy other llmughls were
swirling through my mind.

My wile thought my idea had promise, but
she brought me o earth in a hurey. A thing
lihe Liis was |n'}'u|11{ the scope of my job as
special Research Assistant to Chiel of Naval
Operation=. In fact, we could not even decide
whom [ should see o gt the White Fleet
started. We inally agreed that 1 should simply
talk to anvone in an influential spol. Starting

the next day, I told my idea to everyone who
would listen: business and labor leaders, other
naval officers and people in many walks of life.

The New White Fleet gained acceptance
faster than T could have imagined. One of my
jobs in the Pentagon was congressional liaison,
and the first U.S. senator to hear of the idea
asked me for a memorandum on it. A short
time later he asked for more detailed data.
Soon another senator indicated a personal in-
terest in the proposal. My own congressman
indicated his enthusiastic support as did other
congressmen {rom both parties,

But I needed time to work out the details,
Fortunately in the spring of 1958 I was sent
to the U.S. Naval War College. There as a
student T had the opportunity to reflect and
to research the White Flect concepl.

After talking to literally dozens of highly
qualilied people, both civilian and military, [
have yet to find one person who is against the
proposal. All have favored the fleet’s forma-
tion. Many have made specilic recommenda-
tions regarding ils composition and its mis-
sion. Some have underlined the importance of
assigning personnel particularly well qualified
for this type of duty. They point out, for ex-
ample, that those responsible for the Navy's
nuclear power program have insisted on com-
petent and highly qualified personnel for many
reasons, not the least of which is the cost of
one mistake. The same woyld hold true with
White Fleet operations. Mistakes would prove
inealeulably expensive. The fleet should be
manned by qualified, imaginative and under-
standing personnel, One congressman suggest-
ed the White Fleet should start from the heart-
land of America and sail out through the St
Lawrence Seaway. One retired admiral who is
now busily engaged in civilian pursuits volun-
teered to drop everything he was doing to get
the White Fleet organized.

The ships might be named for foreign eoun-
tries or cities, for rivers that flow through sev-
eral countries or for world-famous events or
mountains. They might be named {or eminent
figures in the age-old fight against discase and
ignorance—Clara Barton, Louis Pasteur, Al-
bert Sehweitzer. Or they might be named for
the prineiples which underlie the U.5. system
of government.

What kind of emergencies will rate a White
Fleet visit? One thing is certain: there will
never be a lack of such emergencies, Today,
fur example, malaria is rampant in Indonesia.
Each year India sullers untold deaths {rom
dysentery.

1 have no illusions that a New White Fleet
will bring peace o the world in one sweeping
movement. Progress toward peace will come
only a bit at a time, America may never be able
unilaterally o bring peace to the world, but
American |1-mh~1‘:s|1l'p can preveal the p(-nilln:
ol the \\}u'ld from losing hope. That is why [
propose the New White Fleet. The main efforts
fl]l' [!L".II_'L‘ musl ”1- course |Jt‘ n“l‘jl.' lh]'llugh
regular government channels and through in-
stitutions that governments have established.
But, as President Lisenhower has {requently
said, much can be done “people 1o people.”
This is my hope: that the New White Fleet
will bring people closer to people.

ON GREEK ISLAND, after 1953 earthquake, the
.S, Navy lands with supplies of food and medicine.

IN MEXICO FLOOD sailors from a U.S. carrier
land in Tampico in 1955 1o help gather up refugees.

RESCUE BY AIR is carried out by Navy helicopter
picking Mexican farmers off a roof in 1955 flood.

WARM THANKS [or rescue is painted by Mexi-
cun= on roof, Navy pilots hauled out 5,871 people.
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NEW WAY TO PLOW, using ancient pulling power hut new implement which
makes deeper (urrow o increase crop vield. is demonstrated by White Fleet

agricultural expert to natives of North African village. This and other possible
flect activities shown on these pages were drawn for LiFe by Artist Ed Vebell.

DEEP PLOWS, ACTS OF MERCY AND TEACHING BY TV

The hospital ship and aircralt carrier would be the backbone of the
New White Fleet and carry out its most dramatic missions. But steaming
in their wake would be two busy, indispensable converted Navy trans-
ports. One would be stocked to the gunwales with bags and crales of sta-
ple foods—wheat, milk, rice—for distribution to the inhabitants of any
area hil by drought or other disaster. The second ship would serve as
a loating educational center, complete with classrooms, dormitories and
even a television transmitting station.

Wherever possible, groups of native students would be brought aboard
the educational ship for basic courses in agriculture and public health.

Tn areas where most of the people in need live too far from a harbor
to visit the fleet, helicopters from the carrier would carry the doctors and
instructors to them. Portable television receivers could be flown to re-
mote villages so that the thousands of inhabitants could watch the same
demonstration over the air, In each case, for best results, the instruc-
tion would be given by local teachers (opposite page) under the super-
vision of U.S. experts traveling with the fleet. It would be the fleet's
standard operating procedure to act on the belief that people are best
helped who learn to help themselves. The White Fleet would be a guest,
bringing in U.S. know-how, Tts hosts would provide the will to know.

EMERGENCY RATIONS, rushed to a famine-stricken town in India by the fleet
helicopters, are distributed from a truck by members of the White Fleet crew.

22

PENICILLIN CURE [or yaws, a serious skin disease prevalent in the South Pa-
cific, is given first to the village headman as the other natives wait their turn.



Eond the educational ship. The prog ould be broadeast to sev-
same time and received on j isly distributed TV sets.

DEMONSTRATING A STOVE, a solar fi which would be extremely use- camera 1
ful in many areas of India where fuel is = local leaders perform before TV J
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"PROJECT HOPE'' CHIEFS are it= president. Dr. Willi oldi rle CONGRESSIONAL BACKERS
of hospital <hip which will b L out. and Mr, John Sp . hospila + the painting used on LIFE's cover, t thev are
i ator. who helds <tack o applications from volunteer doctor 'SeS, of Vermont. Senator Hubert Humphrey (De

Imposing as its job will be, the White rlul
would he a relatively simple and in sive
31|‘|‘l'|.||-| to outfit. All of the necessary ships would cost another $

din US. N moth pels inelud fund

rec uir(-' about 18 months to get l|1t “m

DONE AND HOW i

There are

in r hw ilnhi!l[.ll ships now in Navy moth- J pe,”” the opers
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l| of thm are kept s pd with s ? ¢ ple Health Foundation and is
YO U M AY HEL P instrume 215 luel. ing finance lln\ puLuIn‘: scription. Drug man-
‘he cos ying eel ing i ulactu ing the medicines; the oil

CUTAWAY OF HOSPITAL SHIP SHOWS FACILITIES FOR MEDICAL CARE AND TRANSPORTATION OF PATIENTS TO AND FROM SHIP BY HELICOPTER. WARDS WILL
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DICAL STORES
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SUPPORTERS OF WHITE FLEET
SHOULD WRITE THESE PEOPLE

Senator George Alken, Room 358, and Sena-
tor Hubert Humphrey, Room 1311, Senate Office
Building, Washington 25, D.C.

Representative Willlam Bates, Room 458, and
Representative Ed Edmondson, Room 108, House
Office Building, Washington 25, D.C.

e —————————————

HOLD A TOTAL OF BOD PATIENTS. THE SHIP CAN CARRY A YEAR'S SUPPLY OF MEDICINES AND ENOUGH FOOD TO LAST CREW AND PATIENTS FOR SIX MONTHS
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FIELD HOSPITAL
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