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'EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

BUREAU OF THE BUDGET
WASHINGTOMN 25, D,

MEMORANDUM FOR GOVERNOR ADAMS

Subject: Oreat Lakes Conmecting Channels

On July 18, 1955, Secrestary of the Army submitted a report to
the Congress with the approval of the Burean of the Budget, recom-
mending an authoriszation for despening the connecting chamnels in the
Great Lakes, While it was recognized that this project was necessary
to realize fully the benefits of the Saint Lawrence Seaway Frojeot, it
was also clearly understood that the prospective increases in inter-
lake traffic alone would have justified the deepening of the channels.
Oo August 1, 1955, He Re 2552 to amthorise this project passed the
House of Representatives, but it was not considered by the Senate
prior to adjournments It is expected that the Sesnate will take early
action in this sesslons

&
At the time the 1957 budget recommendations were under considera- %T_:

tien, the question was raised as to whether provision should be made L

under proposed legislation for the Great Lakes connecting channels

This question was talen up with our Office of Lagislative Refarances

Wa were advised that at the time the Burema of the Budget reported on
various Senate bills to authorize this project, the question of the
Administration's positieon had been taken up with White House staff. It
had been agreed that the Adwinistration should take credit for this
proposals Therefore, provision was made in the 1957 budget for this
projects You will find a description of it in the material furnishad
to you in connection with new construction projects proposed for 1957
on pages 23, Civil Functions, Corps of Enginears.

We have ealiminated any reference to this project in the Fresident's
budget message, Howsver, the detalled sections of the budget indloate
that we have made provision for §5 million to initiate the deopening and
improvement of the Oreat Lakss comnecting channel. It is contemplated
that following enactment of the authorizing legislation, a detailed
budget astimate will be forwarded to the Congress. The total cost of
this project will approximate $110 millions
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