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A working group of Conadians and Americans met at Massena, New
York on Hovember 10, to consider physical errangements for the ceremony
at which the President of the United States mnd Queen Elizmbeth II
would officially opan the 3t. Lawrence Seaway. The Canadien Govern-—
ment has suggested Saturday, June 27, as a suitable day for the
ceremony provided the United States muthorities sgree. OQueen
Elizabeth is due to arrive at Montreal on June 24. There will be a
ceremony at Montreal which is where the St. Lewrence Seaway actually
beging. The Queen plans to board the Hoyal Yacht "Britarmis® at
Montreal after that ceremony and proceed to the International
Section of the St. Lewrence Seaway which is in the Cornwall, Onterio--
Massens, New York State arem. 5/7ths of the Seaway has been built
by the Cenadien Government and is completely within Canada. 2/7ths
of the Seaway has been built by the United States snd is within the
territoriel limits of the United States.

The Canadisn Govermment, on behelf of the Queen, has made
several suggesiions for the ceremony which provide for long drawn-
out cecasions with the President being invited to Montreal to parti-
cipate in an opening cermmony there and then proceeding ms a guest of
the Queen on the Royal Yecht "Britemmia" to the Internetional Section
of the Sesway near Cornwell and Massena. The transit of the portion
of the Seawsy on the "Britenniae"” would require cne night and one-half-

day besides having the sdded disadvantage of being completely within
Canada.

The only porticns of the International Section of the Seavey
which lend themselves for a public ceremony with sufficient space for
large mmbers of spectators are indicated on the enclosed map as the
How High Level Bridge, between Massena and Cornwall which siraddles
the United States-Canadisn boundary; the Bertrand H. Snell Lock; the
Wilay-Dondero Ship Chennel, the Dwight D. Eisemhower Loock (ell three
of which ere completely within the United States), and the St. Lawrence
Powerdem which is bisected by the United States-Cenadian boundary. The
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Jmerican group suggested that the President meet the Queen at the Snell
Lock where there is limited space for an sudience and press and vhere
the "BEritannia" could be docked. The President and Mrs. Eisenhower
might board the yacht "Britannis" at the Snell Loek and proceed on
board the three hundred foot-long yacht through the Wiley-Donderc Ship
Chennel where great mumbers of spectators could gather to observe the
historie passsge to the Dwight D. Eisenhower Lock. The Ship Chennel

is three miles long and the passage would teke about 20 minutes.

There is sufficient space st the Eisenhower Lock for spectators
up to epproximately 15,000, provided space on both sides of the Lock
is utiliged to mccommodate the sudience. Therefore, it was suggested
that the "Britannia" pass slmost completely through the Lock, leaving
the stern of the vessel just inside the west end of the Lock. The
rear deck of the vessel would be approximstely 10-15 feet above the
surrounding ground level end thus form a platform for the ceremony.

After short speeches by the President snd Queen Elizabeth, it
was suggested that the President, Mrs. Eisenhower, the Queen, end
Pringe Philip could debark from the yacht and drive to the St. Lawrence
Powerdem, spproximately 15 minutes drive, where the President end the
Queen would dedicate a commemorative plaque on the United States-
Cenedian boundary. Audience and press on the dem would be limited
to about 400,

Following this the President and the Queen could complete s
eireular drive from the Dam through the town of Cormwell, croas the
New High Level Bridge and return to the "Britermia" at the Eisenhower
Lock, The President could then say farewell to the Queen at the
"Britemnia"™ and the ceremonies would be concluded.

The American committee suggested that the entire ceremony be
held on the afterncon of Saturday, June 27, so as to avoid the
difficulty of serving luncheon to a great mmber of pecple in such
& remote area, although the ceremony could begin in midmorning end
the Queen would offer luncheon to the President and Mrs. Eisenhower
and a select group on the "Britamnia". Obviously time will have to
be included somewhere for traditionsl champagne.

An earlier proposal for having a United States ship, similer to
the "Britannie", transit the St. Lawrence has been sbandoned inasmuch
as the United States has no craft compersble to the "Britennia”.
Further, it seemed that if the Cueen end the Canasdian Govermment were
willing to have the major part of the ceremonies inside the United
States, it would be a grecious act on our part for the President and
Mrs. Eisenhower to accept the invitation of the Queen to make the
passage on the "Britenniae".

The Cenadian
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The Canadien Government countered with snother propossl, this
time that the "Britannia" be docked at the City of Cornwall rather
than at the Snell Lock end for the President and Mrs. Eisenhower to
board the "Britannia" at the City of Cornwall and proceed from there
to the Eisenhower Lock. Another proposel from the Canadien Govern-
ment was for the President and Mrs. Eisenhower to contimie the passage
of the Seawsy as far as Iroquodis Dem which is an additional 30 miles
which seemed unrealistic inasmuch as passege through another eres of
the waterway would have the ship at too great a distance from the shore
for the perscnalities on board to be observed by the publie. This
last proposal epparently has been discarded.

A draft working program is enclosed to give an approximate idea
of the time involved in an afterncon ceremony.
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peputy Chief of Protoecol

Enclosures:

As stated.
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SATURDAY, JUNE 27, 1959

The President and Mra. Eisenhower will arrive at
Snell Lock {Observe 7-minute 1ift).

Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Philip will arrive in Snell
Lock (After 7-minute 1ift), aboard the "BRITANNIA".

The President and Mrs. Eisenhower will board the "BRITANNIA".
Pessage through Lock, and the Wiley-Dondero Ship Chermel.
Arrive Eisenhower Lock.

Lift completed.

Arrive west end Eisenhower Look.

Ceremonies sboard stern of "BRITANNIA".

Ceremonies concluded.

Queen Elizgbeth II, Prince Philip, President end Mrs.
Elsenhower debark "BRITANNIA". Enter cars, depart for
St. Lawrence Powerdsm in President Eisenhower's car
(possibly via Long Sault Dem to allow tima).

Arrive 3t. Lawrence Powerdam.

Cerémonies at St. Lawrence Powerdem.

Conelusion of ceremonies - leave Dam in President Elsenhower's
car. Drive vie Cornwell, Cornwall Islend.

Arrive Cornwell - Massena High Level Bridge.
Legve Cormwall - Messena High Level Bridge.
Arrive Eisenhower Lock, or other point of departure.

Queen Elizabeth II, Prince Philip, and President Eisenhower
and Mra. Eisenhower take leave.

Speakers: The President
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II

No. of V.I.P.'s == up to 5,000/6,000.

Ho. of Public
Ho. of Press,
Redio, TW
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