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This interview is being conducted with Mr. C. L. Brainard at
his home in Abilene, Kansa=s, on May 5, 1976. The interviewers
are Dr. Thomas Soapes and Dr. Maclyn Burg of the Eisenhower
Likrary. Present for the interview ars Mr. Brainard, Dr.
Burg, and Dr. Scapes.

DR. SOAPES: First, Mr. Brainard, will you tell us where and

whan vou were born and about your formal education.

ME. BRAINARD: I was born in Greeley, Coloradc in 1903. The
family moved to California so that I took my primary education
in California and I returned to Colorado for high schoecl educa-
tion. And about that time I was taken with a spell of illness
and stayed out of school for four Years. Prior to that, I'd
made up my mind that I was going to be 2 mechanical engineer
and had my credits accepted at the University of Ccolorade at
Boulder. But in that four-year interim I decided that engineer-
ing wasn't what I wanted; I wanted to be an architect. &t that
time there was no school of architecture in Colorade. Seo
Kansas, being the closest, I came to Kansas to take archi=-
tectore. And while I was in scheool there I met Donna Duckwall;
she was =lso taking architecture, and she was from Abilene.

and following graduation in 1930 architects were a dime a dozen,

didn't have any use for them unless janitors were needad. So
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I went to teaching at tha University of Minnesota and I tauwght
ap there for seven years and, in the meantime, married Donna.
And her father, of coursa, was connested with the Duckwzall

Ztores. And about that time he decided that he was getting

more buildings than he wanted to look after himself; so he
prevailed upon me to gquit my joh at the university and come
hack to Abilene and take care of the Duckwall store buildings.

2o that estabklished me in BAbilene,

BURG: Your degrees had been at KSU?

BRAIMARD: Yes.

BURG: They were the cones that you had from the architecture

sohool.

ERATIMARD: Yes, I had the bBachelor of science degrea and the

professional degree from there.

SORPES: And your teaching in Minnesota was in the architecture

department as well.

BEAIMARD: Y¥eszs. And, of course, here in Abilene when Eisenhower

bhecame well known and the pecple decided that they would like
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to have some memorial to him, and, of course, Iks and his
brothers decided to give the home to the foundation. And
then when he started to run for president they conceived the
idea of the museum and started working from there. And that

was about the first time that I became involved with the

Eisenhower Feoundation or the Eisenhowaer Center in any way.

SOAPES: Had you had any contact with the Eisenhower family

while vou were hore?

BRAINARD: Yes, through Milt. See, Donna was in school--I think
she was a freshman when Milt was & senior--and she had been ih
school with him. And so when Milt came back to Kansas to
become president of Kansas State University, Donna was on the
alumni board and we got to know Milten better then. Of course,
Milton was very diplomatic about it.

Donna said, "I didn't think voud remember ma st all.”

And Milt said, "Well, after all I was a little older than
yvou wera."

Didn't say whether he did or he didn't. But that was

whera we really became acquainted with the Eisenhower family.



Mr. C.L. Brainard, 5-5=78 Fage 4

BURG: HNow you had been too young for service inm the first

HWorld War—--

BEATIMARD: Yes.

BURG: --and at the awkward age, & little too old for service

in the second World wWar,

BRAINARD: That's right. I was in the high schopl ROTC, and
the war, World War I, ended before I was old enough to be

involved in it.

BURG: But you were back here in Abilene before World War--
BEAINARD: Ho, see I wag still in Denver at that time, 1915--
BURG: I was thinking World War TI.

BRAINARD: Oh, ves,.

BURS: You had come back here, I assume, around 1937 or——
ERATIMARD: 1937 is the exact year,

BURG: Your work here and your contacts here never brought you
into contact with either Mr. Eisenhower in his declining years

or Mrs. Eisenhower.
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BERAINARD: No. Matter of fact, as architect for the Duckwall
stores, most of ny work was out of Abilene, because we just had
the one store and warchouse here, and so 1 was working out of
town rather than in town. And it was conly through weekend con-

tacts that I had any acguaintance at mll.

SOAPES: Prior of course to 1942, Eisenhower was not well known.
I suppose that the Eisenhower family itself was not that well

known here in Abilene.

BRAIMNARD ; Hﬁ, when he came back, I believe it was '46 was the
first time that everything broke loose. And of course he came

back by train and they had gquite an event downtown than.
BURG: Did wvou see him on that oocasicon?

BRATINARD}: YeS-=-

BURG: And as aspectator?

BRAINARD: Through Milt. I think he was over at Manhattan for
8 homecoming parade or something that way and he turned out to

be more of an event than the homecoming. &And then shortly after
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that they were having a meeting hare in abilene at tha hotel
to promote this whole center idea. And one of the attractions

to gat more people to come out was to have Eisenhower hare. So
Milt brought him and, as I ramember it, Alf Landon, tha former
governor, ALlf Landon was here at that time. And I remember one
incident--Alf and I were talking together (I had met Alf when

he was running for President out in Estes Park. He had the old
McGraw Ranch for his summer headguarters and I'd met him out

there). S0 we ware vigiting and so many people ware talking

to Milt that Ike got away from him, and he came on over and
introduced himself and I introduced him to ALf landon then.
2nd in the meantims Milt loocked frantically arcund and said
he'd lost his brother. &And he came over and he saw that I was
introducing him to ALf Landon and he said, "0Oh, I'm glad you

found him."

BURG: &S0 it appeared to you that that was the first time that

Mr. Eisepnhower had ewver been introduced to Mr. Landon.

ERAINARD: That's right. I know Alf wanted in particular te

maet him. OFf course Ike hadn't condescended to run. See that
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was before he went back 25 head of SHAEF over there. And so
he wasn't considered as a politician than, but Alf 4id want Ea

mmaat him.

BURG: Did the two men get into their, before Milton found him,
did the two men carry on any kind of a conversation that voo

can reacollect?

BRAINARD: Oh just the, "It's good to be back in Kansas," and
‘Good to meet you," and that sort of thing. There wasn't any

’:'I::l-.l:alld
deap thought on politics or anything of that sort, tﬂ E

-
St

BURG: Just a pleasant kind of meeting.

BERAINARD: Yes.

BURG: TIt's most interesting for you to have--

BEATHNARD: Yes, ves., 1 was guite pleased it came out that wWay.

SOAPES: To turn back te Milton for just 3 minuote. Yoo did
know him. I was just wondering--vour impressions shout Milton,

his characteristics that most impressed you.
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BRAINARD: Well, I think you probably have heard that guotation
that Eisenhower made when they were talking about Eizsenhower for
Pragident. Tke said, "Well, you've got the wrong BEisenhower; it
should be Milton." PBecause Milton had had some work with
Franklin Roosevelt. He was, oh, let's see, he wasn't in the

cabinet, bat he was on some mission for-—-

SORPES: He was in OWI [Office of War Information].

BREAINARD: Yes, that's right. And I know at one of these alumni
meetings somsbody asked him what he thought of Roosevelt--and

of course in a Kansas commanity where it's always Republican,

and there was guite an implication to that. But Milt handled
that tactfiully. Ha said, "Well, I don't know a man that vou
can like so well personally, and disagree with so much."
[Laughter] 8o, Milt was wvery tactful.

And of course we were pleased because he Kind of got Kansas
State out of the rgt. Eansas State had been, oh, sort of a
stepchild, and the presidents that we'd had, Jordine worked
vary well, but Farrell had heen just content to let things go.

And Milt saw the need to get an active alumni association, get
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endowment funds going, and he was instrumental in getting the
state started towards better program for improving the college.
and T think it was during his administration that 1t was

changed from Kansas State College to Kansas State University.

BURG: Now you as & private cbserver, would yvou say that he

was highly regarded in the state?

BRAINARD: Yes.

BURG: And the reactions to him here in town. He was, after

-f

iy

Ll
all, the youngest of the boys-- Gﬁ 5

et 171

BREATINARD: That's true.

BURG: —--the last one on the scene. 1 wonder how some of the
older town's people who had known the whole family, how they

regarded him in comparison with the others.

RREINMARD: Well, I think perhaps they liked him--they knew him
hetter than they did Ike, because Tke with his military career
had been away more. And Milt worked with the newspaper; he Was

with [Charles] Harger on the local paper, and people knaw a
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1ittle more about him than they did of Tke. And I don't know
that he took any great active part in the fund-raising or that
sort of thing because I don't think he wanted to push himself.

But he was helpful in many ways.

eORPES: As to his personality, you said he was 2 tactful person.

Was he an easy conversationalist; hail fellow, well met?

SRATNARD: Oh, ves. Yes. See--I've forgotten his wife's

name now-——

EOARPES: Helen?

BRATNARD: Helen, that's right. When we had this rose garden,
somebody had wanted to make a contribution in memory of Helen;
so we put the sundial in here and, well it was criticized.

And & lot of people got upsel about that, that this was Ike's
memorial; we don't want to get into family personalities. But
Milt felt a little bit badly about that because he did want to
have samething there to show remembrance of Helen and he was a
1ittle bit disturbed that people criticized that. But aside
from some little petty thing of that sort, I don't think there

was anything that could upset Milt.
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SOAPES: What we wanted to do now is to look at the way in
which vou 4id become involved with the foundation. Its
beginnings, I know, were in 'd45-'46. When 4id you first

have =zome contact with 1t7

BREAINARD: ©Oh, let's see. Well this was in '53, thisg, the b
rose garden, was after the ground-bresking for the museum. But
at the time the museum was built they wanted to provide land-
scaping around the home and the museum, the grounds, and, due to
the fact that that land is very flat down in there and the drain-
age is poor, it presented some problems. They had ssked Hare and
Hare of Kansas City to make a landscape recommendation for it, but
they didn't feel that they had the money to go ahead with it as
they proposed it. So they asked me if I would work with them in
developing the landscaping. And one of the things that we

did, we agked aAll of the landscape nurseries in Kansag to

provide plantings for this so we wouldn't have to purchase

them. I.think that's the remarkable thing about the whole

center is that, the major portion of it, came through con-

tributions, wvoluntary contributions. So after drawing the plan,
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we itemized all the plants that we needed and sent oat a list
to all the nurserie=s and asked them how many of thoze we could
depend on theam fornishing. &and that became a little compli-
cated hawving to check off so many privet hedge a2nd =0 much this
and that, But it was through work in that that I became more

acguainted and more a part of the Eisenhower Foundation.

SOAPES: Who was the person or how were you contacted to get

involwyad in this?

BIRG: To come on 28 a trastes?

BRAIMARD: Sam Heller and Emmett Graham. See, Sam Heller was
the president of the trust company of which I was one of the
directors, and Emmett Graham lived down the street here. And
1 suppose they both knew my interests and asked me if I wouldn't
e a director in the foundation and also if I would take over

the landscaping.

SOAPES: This would have besn 1953,

BRAIMNARD : No, that was before that; that was the culmination

ef it. I think that's probably sbout 1948, '50, along in that

time.
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SOAPES: And vou went on then as a trustee at that point.

BEAIMARD: Yes.

BURGZ: But when vou spoke of the fact that vou were directer

=

of the trust company, wis that United Teust?

BRAINARD: Yes, the United Trust Company: it's recently been

snld.

BURG: I think maybe we want to ask Mr. Brainard your own com-
ments, if vou would, on Mr. Heller and Mr. Sraham, What kind

of people are these men; now gone from here?

BERATINARD: Sam Heller was a very good man at promoting ideas. Now
he wasn't as well scgquainted with Eisenhower as Mr. Harger. of
course Mr. Harger was one that helped on getting Ike the appoint-
ment to West Point. But Mr. Harger was old enough that he wasn't
quite as active and he more or less turned the foundation over

to Sam Heller. See Sam was president of the Eisenhower Founda-
tion. And so Sam became better acguainted with Ike then and

entertained Ike in his home and that sort of thing when Ike was

here. Emmett Graham was the secretary of the foundation, but
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he had a 1little bit of a drinking problem and he wasn't always
dependable. He was a good man and he was capable and all that

sort of thing, buot sometimes he got carried away.
BURG: Yes, literally.

BRAINARD: Yes. Of course they were the nucleus that kept the
foundation together, and kept it working. They didn't have any
trouble getting people to become members, but they had troubkle
getting them to work. And they were sort of the nucleus that

kept it working until the time of [Harry] Darby. Then of

course whan Darby came into the picture, that changad that

considerably.

SCAPES: In what way do you remember Mr. Darby coming in and

having an impact?

ERAIMARD: Well, the first ﬁeeting that I can remember with him
was at the time, 1952, when Tke came cut here to open his
presidential campaign. Darby was on the board of the Santa

Fe Railroad, so he provided the accesg and the train for Tke

to come out for the opening the campaign. And we had a sort




Mr. €. L. Brainard, 5-5-76 Paga 15

of a ground-brezking down at the Eisenhower Museum--see it was
started in 'S2 as I recall--and he laid the cornerstone for
that at the same time that he opened his campaign publicly.

And Darby was the driving force in that. Of course later on
Darby bacamea a senator to fulfill & term of a senator that died.
But I think that was where he bacame acguainted with Tke, more

acguainted with him, t¢ sort of lay the groundwork te that.

i

BURG: ¥Yon were not politically active yourself, were yon, Mr.

o RIEA
Brainard? Ef |

¥
f

e Pl

ERAIMARD: HNo. HNo. I'm not too mach of 3 heandshaker. And
after all of this, and after the center was turned over to the
GSa [General Services Administrastion], some of them thought I
should run for the local state repressentative. I know Cal
Strowig came down and wanted to talk to me and I said, "Well,
I don't know. I might do it if I were elected, but I wouldn't
campaign. I have an aversion to going around and telling
people, 'Well now I'm h?tter than somebody else and you bhetter
put me in there,' and that sort of thing."

And Cal said, "Well, I appreciate your point, buot therae's
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no wse in ¥our going unless you're going to get cut and shake

hands and pat people and 211 that."

EURG: What I wanited to be.sure of was that you were not plaving

soms active role in that visit in 1952 te kick off the campaign.

BRAINARD: HNo. HNo, I was part of the parade committee and
that sort of thing and helped organize the parade and set up
the park out there. We had the address out at the park; there
wasn't enough room down at the home teo gat a crowd so wa had

it put et the park at that time. Mine was all more or less

mechanical, either inveolved in construction or the layount of

the grounds, thzt sert of thing.

SORPES: Do vou remember any major problems or anecdotes about
that day? I remember there was that great rainstorm that cansed

some problems.

BRAIMARD: Just # little humercus incident. We had the podium
set out and we had two podiums made--one for him to use at the
cornerstone laying and another one out at the park, which is

now Eisenhowelr Perk, it wasn't at thet time. We had them made
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identical so they'd be familiar to him and his hand-holds were
all there and evervthing he wanted. We had this one on the
platform out there and we got off and looked from the angle
that the television cameras would besseing the thing and it
looked rather blank. 8o we decided we had to have grass

around it 50 it would lock right. It was ap on a platform.

We didn't have any graes available, so we want to one of the

funeral parlors and borrowad some of their pads that they use
onder the capopy at the burial servica. And one of them was a
brand-new one =nd he was very proud of that. He says, "Now ba
sure and take good care of that." So we set that up there and
sat the ppﬂium on it and then, what are we going to do with
these wires; we'wve got to get the wires over to the amplifier.

So we poked a hole through the pads. [Laughtar]

BURG: Did he notice it?

BERAINBRD: The funeral director did.

BURG: It was his contribution to the Eisenhower campaign.

BEATINARD: That was his contribotion. In faet, he should have

put that in the museum.
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BURG: Truly it was 2 grass-roots-—-that he was involved in.
SOAPES: You may want to strike thet from the record.

BURG: Yes, we probably should,

BRATNARD: I do remember that after the parade--the parade got

o

&

by very nicely, it showered a little bit before the parade E

started, but through the parade it worked very waell. And theﬁuﬁ-h
the opening of his campaign at tha park was to be in the after-
noon, and that's when it literally poured and people had trouble
getting out there. And they'd taken all of the parade vehicles
and made them in sort of a circle around this place so that
people could s=ee them, and they were mired in mud, and it was

two days bafore they could get them out of there. But Fred
Waring was furnishing the maosic for it; he was a vory avid backer
of Ike anyway. And I can remenmber when they sang the National
Anthem, it was raining and here were people--I think ITke didn't
even have a rain hat or anything on and the rain just running
down his face--but they were still singing the National Anthem,

and Fred Waring helped him very well. So the crowd was cut
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down, considerably, but it was amazing how many pecple did

show up for it. The head of the milling company in Minneapolis
who had worked with Ike and was one of those that was promoting
him for President--I don't know whether he was state chairman

pr what. I had left my car in a spot that was fairly close to
where Tke wag speaking. &and he and, oh, Ike's sister-in-law, T
believe it was, sat in my car while it rained and listened to
his talk on the radio because the thing was, just having--well--

no raincepats or umbrellas they needed protection.

SOAPES: ©On the size of the crowd, do you remember apprﬂximntelﬁ-

how many people were there?

BRATINARD: Oh, no. 1 imagine there were three or four thousand
people in addition to the loeal people that were here for the
parade, It was guite crowded. Not @s crowded as some of the
times when Ike came back after he was President, but it was
probably cut by half to the ones who actually listened to his

opening address there.

BURG: So it would be that very next year then, in '53, that

Mr. Brainard is suddenly plunged into all the landscaping for

the place.
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SOAPES: One thing that I would like te get into before we get
back into the specific landscaping and land acguisition, some
of the things I've read abeut the foundation involving fund-
raizing up to thiz time were that they had a great deal of

difficulty.

BRAINARD: Yes, they did.

SOAPES: From your position coming into the foundation in the
late '40a, early '50s, could you explain some reason why they

were having trouble?

BRAINARD: Well, I think Kansas hasn't bean too rich, monetarily
anyway, and 1 think there was perhaps some resentment. Well,
for instance, Texas said that he was born in Texas--why should
we develop anything in Kansas for him? And before he was Presi-
dent theare wasn't too much agitatien to help Kansas provide this
memorial. They did at ons time consider hiring a preofessicnal
fund-raising concern, and I think the expenses ran mocre than

the contributions. And they kind of gave up on that. B&And
really to finish off the museom building itself, Hall, of

Hallmark——
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SOAPES: Joyece Hall.

BRAINARD: --Joyce Hall of Hallmark put up the last forty thou-
sand for that and they had a note--I think Den Nicolay could
tell you more about that. Bat they had this note from Joycse
Hall and they just kept it znd s=2id that they would pay it
back to him and he says, "Okay, when I need it I1I'll ecall it

back." Band to my knowledge it has never been paid. But that (ﬂf:aﬁx
.‘: ﬂ_.t 1

was where they finally got the money to finish it off.

BURG: It's our understanding too that that ferty thousand
dollare is still a problem because when they appreoach Mr. Hall

about it I don't think Mr. Hall is a2 bit willing to--

BRAINARD: No, he doeasn't want any part of it. Of course up
to this time. up to the time that he ran for President all that
they were providing money for was the museum, and incidentally
it was just this first part of it. That was before the wing

was added on to it. I'm sorry I don't have this, but--
BURG: Yoo have only the original.

BRAINARD: It was just this part of it.
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SORPES: Yas, what's now the west end of the museum building.

BRAINARD: And that was all that they were considering. They
weren't even thinking in terms of the library because that

cama foar years later in '56.

SORPES: Was it your impression then that Darby and Hall were

pecple who provided a great deal of impetus for new money

coming in? iy

BRAINARD: <Yes, that's right. Abilene itself contributed fairly
well for it. And, if something came up that they needed more
money, they generally scrounged arocund, got it out of Abilena,

although the state did wery well too.

SOAPES: MNow getting into your specific activities in '53, you

were involved with the landscaping--

BRAINARD: —ILandscaping of the mussum.

SORPES: And I believe you already described something to us
about getting the wvarious plants and trees donated from Kansas

nurseries. Wasn't there @ firm outside of Kansas that they

also had gone to at one time?

N
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BEAINARD: Well that was about the time that Eisenhower started
running for President. See his family home had been in
Pennsylvania, and of course that's why ha went back to Gattyskborg.
and the head of the American Rose Society was also the land-

scape director for the Hershey estates in Hershey, Pannsylvania.
and he conceived the idea that a rose garden would be 2 beauti-
ful attraction to add to this. And he got the rose growers
throughout the United States to do much as the landscape nurseries
had done in Kansas: they provided the flowers for this rose
garden. I think there's, ves, there's the rose garden of the
Fisenhower Foundation. That's a list of the diffaerent people

..h._-lt-[\-ﬁ

o

that had contributed roses, giving consent for them.

"‘:::‘_i 1

BURG: May I see on the sketoch where the rose garden was

physically placed?

BRAINARD: Right on the west end of the original building.
Between the little office where [J. Earl] Endacott used to

e and--

BIRG: Yes, and the museum.
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BRAIMARD: This part was =z tulip garden; this formal section
in here was the reose garden. And it became guite well known

in this part of the country.

BURG: We might =dd that Mr. Brainard is showing us and will

be shewing us throughout the interview = notebook with plastic
protected sketches, landscape sketches, and plan views of the
center as it developed, and our commants will be referring to

these various sketches and plans that he's showing us and

photographs in this book. Well, you know, T had not realized
that there was such a thing thera. I came here in '70; was 1t

in existence then? &Am I just forgetting 1t?

BRAINARD: Mo, by '70 it had been given to the General Services
Bdministration, and they don't want to maintain things of that
sort, anything that reguires a horticulturist to take care of.
Mow I'm not casting any reflections, but that was part of their

thinking.

BURG: It deoesa't take a lot of watering and fertilizer on

asphalt. [Laughter]

[Interruption]
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SOARPES: You ware saying about the lome, what your objectives

wera there.

BRAINARD: Well as part of our project of this landscaping we

als=o rencovated the gardening and the flower gardens around the
home and tried to make it look as nearly as possible as mother
Eisenhower had kept it. In faect, where rose plants or flowar
plants had died, we went around to neighbors who had similar

ones so that we could replace them as nearly as possible as

fﬁsxﬁx

Mrs. Bisenhower had them. fa
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BURG: You must havae then used guite a numbsr of sources—-—
BRATMARD: Yes.
BURG: --to piece together how it had actually locked.

BRAIMARD: That's right.

BURG: Do you remember some of the people who halped in recollect-

ing how it had been?

BRAINARD: Well, that's where we used Earl Endacott a lot.

He knew more about that and see, he was our sort of local
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historian. He'd taught history in the schools here. &And I
think probably he'd done a little prying and found out where
thesa things originated. And also he talked to the brothers,
and to the best of their recollection they woald tell us how
things were planted and where they werae. We went srognd and
got all of the old sidewalk brick we could and tried to replace
paths with sidewzlk brick becsuse that was the sort of thing

that they used in those days.

BURS: 2nd there were brick sidewalks then——

BRAINARD: Especially out here along the parking and--

BURG: -—--on the west side of the house and--

BRAINARD: Well and then wa made @ new, wider path coming in to

the front porch thera.

BURG: And since there were people still living across the
street, and really Mrs. Eisenhower had--she'd passed away in

1946-—

BEAINAED: Thet's right.
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BURG: ==s0 it wasn't that far in the past; I suppose people

acroes the street might have helped.

BRATHARD: Yes. At least they would be familiar with what she
had in her gasrden. Of course this area, on out, was where the
boys had planted. their family garden, the corn and the sguash

and the potatoes and that sort of thing.

BURG: Was there an orchard at one time out there, Mr. Brainard,

L T
that vou know Gf? ( Ny

BRAINARD: Not that I know of. Of course this oldwdnut tres,
I'm not sure whether that's still there or nat. It trisd to
die a couple of times and we had to deo some work on it but we

were able to preserve it for guite soma time.
BUHG: I don't remember whether that ig 5t+ill there or not.

BRAINARD: One of the other problems that came up--now let's

ses, we put in this other wing while Tke was in cffice.

BURG: The e=sast wing to the museum.
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BRAINARD: Yes. He came out, I'm guite sure, for the dedica-
tion of that and that was one of his appearances here in Kansas,
And as I remember it that was after the ross garden was built
and Erdman, this mwan that I spoke of from Hershey, Pennsylvania,
came out and he took an immense number of pictures around at
that time. But one of the problems that came up then, see
actually this building i=s about where Olive Street would coma
through, and of course Olive Street would be on this side, bat

we had it vacated by the city here. But the sewer went down ﬁﬂimﬁﬁ\

LT

that way. .'t_ =

BURG: Although the street itself, Mr. Brainard, had not, it

did not cross the south-—-
BRAINARD: ©No,it was just left to field then.
BURG: Right, s0 theres was no street.

BRAINARRD: But on the city plat it was platted as a street
and the sewar went through there. £o when they built this
wing, here was the sewer, and you got te build a building over

a sewer. Well that made a lot of controversy. Of couarse
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actually the building doesn't have anv basement under it, so

it didn't make any differepnce.

BURG: But it will, =ir, if thera's ever a break in that line.

BRATINARD: Since then we've gone around it.

BURG: Ah, I =s=e,.

BREAINARD: We supplemented that. Buat at the time wa started the
library building, this wasa still in here. We didn't want to

hava the same mistake made at the library, so from here on we

turned it around and got it away from that.

BUREZ: Turned around and ran the sewer out actoally to the

sogtheast as it crossad Fifth Street.

BRAINARD: Yes, Went through about down here. Well that's

kind of getting in aside from that.

BORG: These are things though that we want to know, and--

BERAINARD: So by 1956 whan it became known--well in fact

Eisenhower Bigned the bill te¢ provide for presidential libraries.
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SOAPES: 1855.

BEARIMARRD: 1955, wves. But it was by 1956 then we decided that
there would prokably be an Eisenhower Library and the members
pf, I suppose Sam Heller and pthers approached Eisenhower with
the idea of what he was going to do with his papers. &And he
gaid, well he would like to see them left in Abilene with his

mageum &nd the home if 3 building could be provided.

BURG: Did they approach him by means of a letter or perscnal

conversation on a trip out here, do you remember?

BRAINARD: I really don't know--whether they went back to
Washington and contacted him. ‘There again, Don Nicolay or
even Harry Darby might be able to tell you about that. So in
1955 the legislature created this library commission, 8and we
were actually appointed in 1956. And the first commission was

FPaul Harris of the Hutchinson Herald, and I, and Franklin Murphy,

president of Kansas University. We were the three Kansas
members and then William Robinson, the chairman of the board
of Coca=-Cola Corporation, bridge buddy of Tke's, and Thomas

Stephans were the out—-of-state members of that commission.
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BURG: Was this the Thomas Stephens who was appointments

secretarvy?

BRAIWARD: Yes. Not the one that did the picture. Anrd our
first meeting was held at the governor's home down in Topeka.
Bill Reobinson was the only one that didn't show up for tha

meeting. And Barris was named as the first president and I ;ﬁfrﬁfx
I| . |I

was the secretary for the library commission. We set nup a ‘o

Fanil

maeting then to meet later that year in Wew York, and we went
back, Bill Robinson entertained us in Wew York--we had cur meat-
ing there and everybody showed up for that meeting. BAnd they
had read the bill & little more completely and they found out
that there was one statement in the bill that they didn't like.
So thay hruught out that the last santence in the ¥Kansas state
sopnate bill number 300, which created the commissien, stated,
"All contributions so received shall be pald into the state
treasury and the state treasurer shall credit the same to the
presidential library building fund, which fund is hereby created
and which fund shall only be usad to construct and egquip such a

library building as the legislature shall direct." Well that

was like waving a f£lag at the library commission; if we're
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going to build & building do we have to take evervthing down

to the legislature and see if they'll okay it? 8o they said,
"Wwell, we'll buy the properties." Or I guess by the time

that meeting was held in New York we'd already bought them.

"We fulfilled our job; we've provided the site for the library,
and we don't have a fund-rasising group, so why don't we ask the
state to turn the fund raising over to the Eisenhower Foundation
which already has a setup for it?" And we made a resoclution,

I think in fact, yes, "The Commission agreed, the prime purpose

of the commission was to purchase a site for the presidential

library which it should do at once." Well then we hadn't done
it. "And that following the purchase of the site, the commission
should be dissclved and further that the January '57 legislature
Of Kansas should be asked to deed the site to the Eisenhower
Memorial Foundation of Abilene with the foundation compensating
the state of Kansas for the land, and further the Eisenhower
Memorial Foundation instigate a committee for raising funds for
the presidential library which can include the members of the
commission, and finally that actual fund raising be delaved to

the proper time. The securing of important papers for the
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library wag discussed." So what they were saying was that we

want to build a building, but we don't want the legislature to

tell us what kind of a building we can build., &nd I was to

send copies of this to the governor and to the speaker of the

House and that sort of thing so evervbody'd know what our

thinking was, And for some Strange reason I don't find any

minutes of a meeting from 1259 til, ©oh, I don't kKnow, 1960 Dr;fﬁm;
s0. There waz an interim in there where we didn't have any (; T@
meetings and I think evarything was done with cnrrespcnﬁence.xﬁ: |
And that's where I think Darbky can help ns out on what happened

in the meantimea. Because we wrote to the attorney general to

ask him what the powers ﬁf this commission are and do we truly

have to submit all of our plans toe the =state legislaturs for

their approval. aAnd I have no copy of any letter received from

the attorney general, just to what we 4did.

BURG: Though you were the secretary of the presidential libracy

CcommissSion.

BRAIMARD: Yez2. The only thing I know wag that by the time we

had the next meeting in 1959-=see this was in 'G6--we wore

meating in Chicago and the fund raising was on in full swing,
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and Harry Darby and [Governor] Georgs Docking were co-chairmen

of the governor's fund-razising committee. Of course in between
that time we'd had Ben Fairless and his group working on fund
raising. Docking worked with him also and Darby. Maybe we had
three chairmen; I don't recall just how that worked out. But

the fund raising was going on by the time I have it in the next
minutes of the meeting. 5S¢ in the meantime this thing must have
been resclved someway with the state, that they agreed to lﬂtffﬁ??x
us go ahead and build the building on our plans without sub- [3
mitting it to their appreval, or the volantary fund-raising
committae was organized by the Eisenhower Foundation as we
recommended in this resolution that they be. 2and they had

gone ahead with the fund raising. But, as far as the commission
was concerned, we didn't do a great deal of fund raising as

a commission. We did that through this veluntary committee,
although most of the members of the commission ware active in
some form on this fund-raising commission. In other words,

we were helding two hats here, doing one thing as & commission
to secure the land and boild the building and anocther thing as

raising the money.
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BURG: Let's sk Mr. Brainard, if you don't mind Tom, did you

know Mr. Harris, Mr. Robinson, Mr. Murphy prior te appointment?

BRATIMARD: HNo, I didn't. I had met Robinson:; he was put here,
oh, one time when Tke was out and we had @ dinner hers. He
was out for that occcasion and I had met him at that, but that

was all. And Harris had been actiwve in the presidential election.

BURG: Here in Kansas.

BRAINARD: Here in Kansas. A4And of course Tom Stephens was sort
of the "People for Eisenhower, chairman.” x{STﬁ}m

BURG: Right. And Mr. Muorphy, vyou said, connected with the

Hutchinson--
BRAINARD: No, that was Harris that was--

BURZ: ©h, I'm sorry, Harrie wag with them;, ves. EBo thev were

2ll relative strangers Lo you.
BRAINARD: Yesz.

BURZ: &And vour meetings, I take it, were relatively infreqguent

and, in faect, for cone period of about three yvears, non-existent.



Mr. C. L. Brainard, 5-5-76 Page 3g

BRAINARD: I don't have any minutes. Now I gave all of these
minutes to Endy [Endacott], he was going to write up a deal on
this, but I'm sure that there couldn't have been any minutes

mislaid.

BURG: Ewven when voua gave them to Mr. Endacott, eswven at that
stage, vyou knew that there were no minutes actually for about
a three-year period of time.

BRAINARD: Of course, there's two things on that. Wwe're sort

.I-1-I|i|'\l|l
of a clese-knit group and we knew what we were doing but we I g

m'-\.‘"l ll'!l)

waren't telling anybody else what we were doing.

BURG: The presidential library commission.

ERAIWARD: %Yes, And I think we kind of slipped up. 1In fact I
don't know, even 28 best recollection that I can have, that we
had any formal meeting. MNow we may have gotten together on
some occasions, or part of us. I know saveral times T went
down to talk with Jack Harris in Hutchinsen and 2 couple of
times Franklin Murphy met us and the three of us in Kansas would
have a little group meeting, not as a commission but just teo

kind of review what we were doing.
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BURG: Then would you make contact with Stephens and Robinszon?

ERATNARD: Then we'd write. Now that's why I say some of that
may be in the correspondence that I turned over some time hack
on the building construction, and there may be some CoOrren-—
pondence in there that'd be relative to that, copies of the
letters are in there without having any formal meating. We
didn't do any voting by mail or any of that sort, but we'd just
ask them for comments on what we werse doing.

And, of course, at that time we had the land bought; we sf:ETN}
Fal &

FiEgrik
-

knew we had fuifilled that part of our mission. True, we

Ny,
weren't collecting all the rent we should have collected, but

we were sort of holding fire waiting for the fund-raising group
to get the money together so that we could go ahead and proceed

with plans.

SOAPES: TI'd like to go back just @ second on this land Bcgquisi-
tion. I know we discussed that before we started recording and
I would like to get it on the record about when wyou started
puying land for the library site. MNow that was a residential

area and homes were there,
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BRAINARD: That's right. Well that waszs ip the summer of '56,

Sea we had this first organization meeting in-the governor's
office in January or Febroary and then we had the meeting in

New York just a coupls of months after that so that we started

in in the summer of '56. We got three appraisars as was reguired
and they were supposed to be disinterested parties. And after

we had the three appraisers we toock the average of those and that
was the price that we were to get for the houses. The absurd
part of that was that fifty thousand was appropriated, and theﬁquwb

!

whole bunch of houses down there a2t that time, any one alse k_ g

-
"

could have bought them for twanty-five or thirty thousand, but
since they knew the money was there, even the appraisers were
a little lackadaisical about making appraisals and they gave
unusual prices for that. But we 4did end up buying it all for
around forty-eight thousand. We had a little hit of money

left over after the purchases were all made.

BIRG: Could we turn to that sketeh, Mr. Brainard, the ¢ne that

ghows the land.
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BRAINARD: That was all of this in through here. Now there

were sSix houses as I remember it in throungh hare.

BURG: &ll in the range from Campbell, the line of Campbell,
down to the range of Kuney, zbout six houses there in that

stretch.

BRAINARD: Yes. There was one that was a little concrete block
house built on a slab and there was no way of moving it. GSeo
that was the one we turned into a press room for the groond

breaking and used it for the construction shack after that.

The superintendent made ﬂis headguarters in that building. The
others were movad off. We so0ld them and thevy were moved off
the property. BAnd strangely enough we actually got money for
all of them. Nowadays they'd charge you for tearing them down,
but wa sold them all, got the money ocut of them. I think we

got about six thousand dollars out of all the five houses.

BURG: Mr. Brainard, are we right in assuming that when we
crass old Fourth where it ran throagh the center, if we cross
onto the side where the Eisenhower lived, there were no housaes

thare and had not bean sinee the museum? One at +the =pnd?
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ERAINARD: Yes, one at the very end of the block.
BURG: ©On= at the esast end.

ERRINARD: Yes. That was deserted by the time we started boaild-

ing; there was no one living in it by the time we started the

library.

BURG: I'm guite sure that neither Tom nor I have never seen
photographs that show these houses, either south of Fourth or
this one at the east end, on the neorth side of Fourth. Ware

they of similar guality to the Eisenhower family house? th

'
., HTETR

BRATHARD: Well, ‘one of them was just practically nething more
than 2 mobile home that was zet in there, and Viclas owned that
and were renting it out. The one directly across the street
was a fairly good home and that was the only one that didn't
want to gell. O0Of course, the reason that we asked this to be
done by the state, we wanted them to give us the power of
eminent domain. And that was the only one that was threatened.
They were going to make us sue to get it. But they were good

catholics and Father Roach was a great admirer of Eisenhower



Mr. C. L. Brainard, 5-5-7& Page 41

and 50 wa went to Monsignor Roach and asked him if he would
talk to his parishicners and see if he could convinee them and

he did.

BURG: And I presume you didn't want to know how that--as long

as it was done. [Laughter]

BEAINAED: We didn't know 1if they were excommunicated or what,

but they came through wvery well.

BURG: And then there was another house on the west gide of

Kuney, on the south side of Fourth, that one too had to be ﬂfﬁﬂﬁa
E =l

purchased as a--that was a separate. \

BRATINARD: But thet was a separate purchase because tha bill

only prowvided that we buy thia land.

BURG: The stretch which now immediately rests in front of the

library was the streteh the state provided for first.
BRAINBRD: Yes, that's right.

BURG: And one out of those six houses was similar to the

Eisenhower house, and that's the one directly across the street.
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BEAINRRD: Yes. Directly across. It was a wery nice hogse.

I would say it was built probably a2 little later than the
Eisenhower, but it was a good gquality house. One of them down
here was a two-story, kind of ramshackled place. The fellow
died that owned it and he left it to six heirs. We had quite

a8 tim= contacting them sll. Bot they were happy to get rid of
it. They were happy to get the money out; they wanted the money

rather than the property.

BURG: S0 when it came right down to it;, for that piece of

axpansion, the state never had to exercise its right of eminent

domain. (ﬁlﬁgw
5 L

BRAINARD: No, never did. By that time they had sppreciated -
what the library was going to be. In fact the library was built

by the time we got these properties.
BURG: That is the properties on to the west of us.

BRATHARD: So they went up, especially this £filling station hare

o the and.

SOAPES: The area where the chapel is now.
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BRAINARD: That's right.

BURG: What kind of filling station was that?

BRAINARRD: It was an pld, I don't know whether it was a Phillips--
oh, that brings me up te another——-politics get into this whether
you want them to or not. Boots Adams was cne of the strong
admirers of Tke, and he was one of the fund raisers for that.

This was a Phillips station, and a director of Phillips was

this BootsAdams. So we didn't have any trouble.

BURG : I gaee. I 58,

BRAINARD: The fellow didn't want to give it up, but he

conceded that it was a good thing.

BURG: You used pressure wherever the pressure was.

BRATHARD: Well--

BURG: From Monsignor Roach to Boots Adams and Phillips 66.
Was the price, by the way Mr. Brainard; was the price on the
service station terribly inflated in conseguence of the

library or-=-
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BRAINARD: Well, more than it would have been five years earlier.

That's about the only thing I can say on that.

BURG: But not terribly out of line, I presums.

BRAINARD: No. This might give you some concept of how the
things looked. This was at the beginning of construction.
This is the little construction shack I spoke of, and vou can

barely see the house, which would be this one over here.

BCAPES: The one to the east of the massum.

BRAINARD: ©See there's guite a buonch of trees in here.

BURG: Ah, ves.

BRAINARD: And this is the way, as I told you, we had drainage
problems. And these are the stesl pilings that we drove inteo

the ground. See we didn't depend on footings and foundations

to hold this. We built it like they had to build in Chicago.

¥You know Chicago is built on @ swamp. We drove these pilings

down until they hit something selid. Some of those went down

forty feet or more before the gravel and subsoil was strong

encugh. And after these pilipngs were driven into the ground,
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then we built the footings on top of those, then the building.

BUURG: I see. I had no idea that there was that much under-

pinning beneath the building.

BRAIMARD: Scme of the foundation sections would have six or
more of these pilings driven into one section. And, ef coursae,

this was taken from the same angle after the library was up.

S0APES: So that photograph woonld have been taken from the

southwest leoking northeast.

ERAINARD: Yes, s8ea here's the same one, alevator over here.
And this is after the land was raised. See at first this thing

was sitting up there five foot sbove the ground and--

SOAPES: The library building was sitting up.

BRAINMARD: Yes, sitting up. And then we hauled in the dirt
afterwards and filled in the dirt around the building after

it was put in.

SOAPES: About how far out from the building did vou have to

g0 to make that £ill?
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BEATHARD: Oh, we terraced it off almost out to the strest.

¥ou'll notice that the walk as you go into the library, it's

on a slope,

BURG: Lock, Tom, You can sea in the photograph, this is evidently
on the Rock Island tracks. And that low ground with water there
between the Rock Island tracks and the library, all water soaked.

Cne can imagine how much £ill they had to put in.

BRAINARD: Well, this is about where the staff parking is now,
right in through here. And vou know that's up on guite = slope,

it's guite a little above the tracks.

BIRG: Yes. MNow I was going to ask, too, if we drop back to
the other sketch, property sketch, there is immediately behind

the Eisenhowar home another——

BRATNARD: Yes, there was a private home in there and that was
occupied at that time. And I believe the foundation bought
that. See they were still acquiring money and they had invest-
ments by that time that they were getting--except that they

never paid off the forty thousand. And they acguired that.
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And then it was given to the General Services Administration
at the same time the musaum was given. See the library was
given to General Services first, then the museum was given

later.

BURG: And we should probably note, too, I just remembered that
the library itself, all the way out to Buckeys, betwean Campbell

and Buckeye, stands on land donated by the raillroad.

BRAINARD: Yes. GSee there was twelve hundred and sixty feet

thaere that they had from Campbell to Buckeva.

BURG: The Rock Island railroad.

SOAPES: Yes, the dimension reade a hundred and seventy by
twalve hundred and sixty, S0 that comes out to a line running

directly in frombtof the library building.

ERARIMARD: That's right.

EURG: Down to the line of the tracks.

BRAINARD: It would go about right through the steps, the front

steps as you come in there.
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BIRG: Now, Mr. Breinard has also told us and wa might get
this on the record, that the old Rock Island depot, woodan
daepot, was across the tracks, on the north side of the tracks,
on that property that we have just described. And this weas
scld by the foundation to private purchasers who then were
willing to move it south of the tracks to where it now stands

in 014 Abilenes Town.

BRAINARD: Yes, We gave them a ninety-nine year lease on it.

BURG: Oh, you didn't sell it--gave them a lease on it, ninety-

nine year lesse. STy
(“E o
BRAINARD: Winety-nine year lease. Nt

BURG: So that, except for tha school, the Lincoln School pro-
perty which has just recently been added, that completes ths

rectangular area which contains the present center.

BRAINARD: Thism is the basis we worked on and what we ended up

with.

SCAPES: Ware there any other purchases of land at this time

cutzside aof that area?
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BERAINARD: No, Tut I think that letter was included in the file
that I turned over--the Rock Island wanted to use this for a

tax claim.

SOAPES: The land that they gave.

BRAINARD: Right. 8o I gave them the figures for the land that
wa had purchased and an estimate of the value of this, and they
used that--I forget what their claim was. I think their claim
was for some ninety thousand dollars, the walue of that that

they—--. And this generated another problem.

SOAPES: Referring to the elevator.

BRAINARRD: The elevator. Well, in fact, in our budget we
budgeted ten thousand dollars to move that, and the state
architect had made that provision in his plans, that we'd move
that elevator out of there. They balked; they said it was
going to coet them twenty to twenty-five thousand to move it
and they ought to have some compensation in addition to that,

g0 they wanted, I don't know, thirty thousand or more.

BURG: Was it a sheet metal structure?
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BERATNARD: Yes, and very crude, Wall I was stubborn encugh on
that so I asked the Rock Island to send me their lease that
they had with them and they said, "Well, we'd be glad to do

it, but according to the lease they have te move it on 3 month's

notice.”

BURG: Ch.

BRAINARD: ©On railroad property. They had no claim to it at
all. They were just osing railroad property because the rail-
road wanted their business. They were not paying rent as I
understand it. 5S¢ instead of giving them the ten thousand

dollars to move it, we gave them notice.

BURG: Gave them thirty davs to shift it off there.

BRAINARD: Yes. And it created seme hard feelings I'm sorry

to say.

BURG: This was owned by local psople?

BRATHARD: Yas.

BURG: BAre they still in town, Mr. Brainpnard?
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BRAINARD: Well, they sold out. Sse they sold to the ABM Mills,
it was owned by that same flour mills, abilene Flour Mills
owned 1t. It was the Welsh interests and Laing. Leing is the

only one that's still here.

=y
SOAPES: R. B. Lzing. :’f DY

BRATNARD: Yes. Well, that's the only thing we could do. We
ware tied on that,
This is & little humor on the side. This appeared in the

Kansas City Star in 1958. This was after the library commis-

sion'd been formed and it wasg, I think, our first fund-raising
dinner that we had here in 2bilene. And they said we can't
raise funds if we don't have a picture of what we're going to
raise it for. BAnd we didn't have any architect then. ©Of
course the state architect did draw the plans. So they told
me, “"You'll have to make a sketch of the building."

I says, "I don't know what it's geing to look like; we
haven't decided vet."

"Well, you draw on what you think it's going to look like."

So I drew up this sketeh and mounted it on a big board and
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we put 1t at the end of the hall there where we had the dinner.
And when the Star took the picture, Donna and I were seated in

front of the picture.

[Interrupticon]

BURG: Did Mr. Brink, the state architect, do you suppose that

he saw that sketch and was at all influenced by your idea?

BRATMNARD: I never knew.

BURG: Never found out.

BRAINARD: See John was in schoel down at Manhattan same time
I was and we're both members of the American Institute of
Architects. Se when this planning started to develop--it was
a crash program, to use the term——because no one architectural
office in Kansas could have developed this whole plan in the
time that we had to work with. 5o you might say it was more
or less of an American Inatitute of Architects project. We
had three different architectural offices working on it. One
of them was working on the general plan: one was working on
details; and one was working on the construction side of i+,
Az I remember it, Floyd Wolfenbarger and aAsscciates over at

Manhattan was deing the details, and Kenneth Miller and some of
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his group was working on the constructien, and Wendell Park and
his group were working on another part of the planning. So by
each of those using their staff as full as they could without
interrupting their own work that they had on hand, they

pocled their resources and we got this plan together so that

we gould start into the building because we had to have that
ready by the time Tke got out of office, preferably before so
that some of the papers could be shipped. 2nd we had Ted

Griest from Topeka. He was a very well-known architeet and

he had had 2 heart attack. The doctor told him not to do any
heavy work or leng continued work, but a little bit would be

good for Him. So he was the cecordinateor for this. And every-

body sent their plans te him; he would check them against each
other to be sure everything fit together. &aAnd oftentimes he

and Jack Brink would come out here and we'd sit at the dining

table there and go over these things to be sure wa ware getting
coordinated. And then we had various engineer organizations
working with us too. So by pooling resources, and all of them
fitting together, there was no rivalry: there wis no Ccross purposes

of any kind: everybody worked together very well. And one other
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thing that helped immensely--we wanted te have an architect
supervisor as well as & contractor supervisor. 2nd a man down
in Wichita, who was one of those that, who was very particular
about details and he reads plans quickly and he could make good
decisions where a plan had to be adjusted, he had just retired.
And we got him out of retirement and had him as a architect
supervisor, because we had a general contractor, a plumbing-
neating contractor, electrical contractor, and we had savaral

different contracts all working and they had to be worked

together too. And, rather than having to go back to the state
architect in Topeka for any arbitration on these, by having
our local supervisor, he can make all these adjustments right

on the jeb. And we got Chet Simmons to do that,

BURG: Could I run back in time just a minute? 1'd like to
have your impressions of Bill Robinson and of Tom Stephens,
the other members of that commission, too, as vou saw them

in ackian.

BEATNARD: Well, Bill Robinson had retired as the president of
Coca-Cola, he was chairman of the board, and he was in the posi-

tion that he really didn't want to be too involved. He wanted
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to see the project go, but he said, "You fellows out there in
Kansas are the real ones that are going to have to see this
thing through. I'11 do all that I can; I'll help work on the
campaign; I'll get workers to raise money and that seort of
thing." But I think he felt that he was just an honorary

membaer of the committee throuvgh his association with Ike and

that sort of thing.

BURG: Had the governor chosen him?

BRATNARD: Yeas,

BURG: As he chose all of you.

BERATMARD: Well, Sam Heller made the recommendation on all af

these,

BURGZ: ©Ch, I =zee,

BRAIMARD: BAnd I don't know how he got that recommendation

to the governor. He must have done it with some intermediary
because the governor didn't think tmmuch of him, that was
Governor [Fred] Hall at that time. Sam Heller had not

helped elect Hall., @f course the other gowvernor had

made the appointments later on, so-—. Well here's a letter
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from Bill Robinsen that I think kind of explains his attitude

ag much as any other.

BURG: Tended to give that credit for the pushing of the library

ta you.

BRAINARD: That's what his attitude was. Of course, I think
ha knew me batter than he did Sam Heller. 1T think Sam and the
others should have had the credit there rather than I, buat

I was the one that had made the contacts with him and met him

in the meetings and that sort of thing; so that's the reason

uitig
he did that. Now Tom Stephes was, oh, I'm not sure if Tom's f' ?

":-"_ iy il "r 2
still living. Bill Rcobinson's dead I know. o

BURG: Yes, I'm sure that Robinson is, bat I think Stephens is

not.,

SOAPES: I think Stephens is still alive.

BURG: T think he 4s.

BERAINARD: I think he felt his place was more with the werk

in Wew York and Washington. Sea he was in the White House a

large part of the time that he was on this commission.
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BURG: Oh, veas, of course. That did give vou a kind of sccess

to the White Hoase.

BEARINARD: Yes. He was congenial, he was a3 nice fellow to
deal with, but his knowledge of building and construction didn't
carry him along very far; so there again he was more interestad

in seeing the project go then paying attention to detail,

SOAPES: Did you find in working with him that his pesition in

the White House was helpful or useful to you?

BRAINARD: ©Oh, only that he'd report Ike's reactions to things.

Whether Tke was happy with it or that sort of thing.

SOAPES: Did he ever report that he was unhappy with anything

that was going on?

BRAINARD: No, no. I have a letter in here from him somewhere
where he said that--I know it was a letter from Ike——he said

Tom told me what you were deoing, or something of that sort,

BURG: I think our impressions of Stephens are based on the fact

that he's known to have been gquite a joker.
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BRAINARD: Yes, he was. He'd get some of those—-and he enjoved

a drink, the good time part of it.

BURG: How about the other gentlemen on the commission. How

de they stand out in vour recollection?

BRATIEARD: Well those varied all the way through. Robinson and
Stephens and I were the only ones that stayed through. Jack
Harris died, Murphy moved to California, so they put Jim McCain

on in Murphy's place--

BURG: From Kensas State University.

BRAINARD: ==-from K-State. And then John Montgomery, they
wanted to make this bipartisan so they got John Montgomery from
Junction City took Jack Harris's place for a while. And then
when Montgomery dropped--he said that his interest took more

of his time, see he was in newspaper work--then we put Darby

in and then when MeCain dropped out we put Skip--

BURG: Scupin,

BRAINARD: -—-Scupin in. So we ended up it was Scupin, Darby and

I from Kansas and then the same two from New York and Washington.
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SORPES: This would have been still in the '50s whan Scupin

comas in?

BRAINRRD: No, this was long after--I think Scupin came in
after the building was built. I would have to check back in
that but I think that's about right. See this is at the

dedication; you'wve got these down there I'm sure.

BURG: Yes, I think so.

BRAINARD: Jchn Montgomery was s8till in when we dedicated it.

i i Pl
Darby came in after the dedication. Pf Hﬁh
G 74
™

JHE

BURG: I did want to know something about these other men if

possible because we haven't heard as much about them and what

they did.

BRAINARD: Well, I think most of them thought they were honorary
positions. Thay had the attitude that they were more or less,
just as Bill Robinson said here, "You're doing the work out

there and you go shead; you're doing fine."

BURG: When 1t boiled right down te it, there was only one man

here on the scene every day.
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SORPES: Right.

BURG: Mr. C. L. Brainard was the man, our man in Abilens, in

this whole enterprise.

ERAINARD: Well--I got along well with this Chet Simmons, the
architects' supervisor. ©h, once in a while he would decide
that, something he shouldn't be making a decision on, he'd

call my attention to it and then we'd settle it with the con-

I
oy

tractor. And T probably toock more liberties than I should, Gfrhﬁﬁ
but T felt that we were anxious to get the building up. I Vg2
wasn't going to go into too many srguments just to slow it dewn.
This picture, you have this down there and I know it's bean

blown up, is guite interesting. Of course here we have General
Eisenhower, Ben Fairless, Darby, Milton. This was the then

head of the Secret Service, James something or other, Jim, what

was his last name? This is Docking, and this was Ike's driver.

That's asbout all of them that I recognize.

SOAPES: That would have been at the groundbreaking for the

musenm?
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BRAINARD: Groundbreasking for the library,

SEOAPES: For the library.

BERATIMARD: This was in about 1960 or--—

SOAPES: '5972

BRATNARD: This is the groundbreaking caremony of O-tober, '50.

Just before his birthday.

BURG: The photograph shows him turning a shovel full of earth —

and a huge crowd and--

BRAINARD: In October, you know what conditien Kansas grouand's
in like that. We ran the water on that £rom the night before

to get it wet down so he could get a shovel in it.

BURG: Did he know that? Did he remark on that?

BRAINARD: I think he did. He didn't say anything, but he knew

it.

BURG: 0©ld Kansas boy, he probably khnew darn well.

BRAINARD: Sure he did.
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SORPES: I note in locking at the photograph, the pylons that
wara over in front of the museam, now those are the same ones

that are now at the head of the—-

BRAINARD: Yes., They're encased in a stons frame now but they're
the same pylons,
Wall T don't know what we've laft cut, we had those of
the building. OFf course this is after we changed governors,
wa changed architects becasuse that's kind of a political job

s0 Jim Canole finished up the library althoogh Jack Brink .f?ﬁhTH

Fag

.

started it. »

SOAPES: Did that change of architects cause any difficulties?

BRAINARD: Oh, not really, because the plan was anough complated
and actually the state architect, he has a staff in there, and
the staff was doing the work. By that time the other asrchitects
that I mentioned, Wolfenbarger and Parks and all, thav'd more
or less prepared the plans and they'd completed their part of

1t,

BURG: Mr. Brainard, when vou speak of one of these architectural
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firms doing detail, what should we as non-architects expect

that to include?

BRAINARD: Well, those brass, bronze railings and all of those,

they're worked out full-secala.

BURG: 8o they are indeed architecturasl details that enhance

the building.

BRAINARRD: Things like this, all that bronze work on the front
and minute details. The drinking fountains and every little
thing had to be worked out and sent to the sopplier so that he
could provide them to match the building and everything that
want with it. For instance, here ona fellow might e designing
a wall and the other fellow designing a drinking fountain to

go in the wall--they have to be sure that they come out togather.

BURG: Well the amount of coordination work, it seems to me,
wonld be amaging. It's hard to imagine putting all eof this
together because one firm is drawing up, let us say, the basic

plans for the building.

BRAINARD: That'!s right.
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BURG: The location of floor space, but ancther firm, simal-
tanepusly, is designing the detail that is going to go,

ornament this building inside and outside.
BRAINARD: Yes.

BURG: 50 I suppose that working drawings as socon as the one
firm has them done go guickly to the second firm and their
pecple then say, "&h, ha, here looks like a nice stretch of
blank wall: we could put a drinking fountain right in the

middle of that." LTBTR,

BRAINARD: Except that a large part of that was going on at Kffm.f

the same time,
BURG: Without even consultation between firms?

BEAINARD: That's where Chet was in there. He gaid, "Now this
is the wall and so many feet from this end You're going to put
3 panelling with this decoration in it." And when vou've com-
pleted that, then he sent it to the fellow. But the other
fellow's doing everything, just leawving that space blank on

his drawing until that fellow sends in the correct detail.
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BURG: Sends someone out a good idea, what should go there.

If you don't mind, Tom, let me ask another thing. I tend to
think of that building in terms of whatever work T've had to

do with architects as & school tescher whers groups of teachers
were called in to work with architects on the drawings, because
we were the ones who were going to inhabit the building with
our students and try to make it work. Aand out on the coast,
often times the architectural firms worked with these teachers
and the drawings were medified in accordance with thoir wishes.,
You, in effect, had an absent clientele; they were not here.

How did you do that?

BEATWARD: Wall, Grover—-—

BORG: Wayne Grover.

BRAINARD: Wayne Grover met with us from the beginning until

all of the basics wera completed.

BURG: MAs far as the drawings—-

BERATNARD: Yes. And when he was satisfied, well then we went

ghead and worked it cut. But I can remember going down to
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Topeka to John Brink's effice there, and we had a room about
this size with all of these architects around the table and
Wayne Grover and we were going over the sketch plans to make

our changes as this thing developed.

BURG: Had any of the three architectural firms, and particu-
larly the one that did the general drawing, ever done an

archives-type structure beforer

BRAINARD: No. Of course we went down to Independence. We
studied Truman's deal down there. T remember stopping off

there with Franklin Murphy on the way back from Chicago, we

looked at it. Harry told u=, "Don't build one on that swamp;
the building'll get flooded.® But anyway, we tried to go at
it with the idea, now these were the mistakes that were made
before; we don't want to make those mistakes again. And of

course Grover insisted on that, too.

BURG: The people a2t the Truman were pretty candid about—-—

BRAINARD: Where they'd had problems. Of course, one of the

things, and everyhody, Harry admitted that himself, was they
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had too many architects. He built about so much building and
then he didn't like the way the architects were doing =0 he
changed architects. And I think he had three different archi-
tects on that. And he didn't have any coordinator to tie it
tegether like we had in Ted Griest here. So the other thing
was on the allotment of space. The first architect decided to
build a mopumental building but he didn't pay any attention to
whether it was usable or was functional or not. And so, roughly,
what we asked Wayne Grover, "Now what do you want? How should
it be organized?" I think we finally conceded that we could
build it one story as the Truman was but it had spread over too
much and it might not help too much anyway. So we went to the
two-story deal with a four story archives section. And the
other thing that we decided from the beginning, we didn't want
the service building, heating, air-conditioning, all that part
in the main building. We wanted that as a separate building

so that if anything would go wrong with it, it wouldn't disrupt

the bailding.

BURG: I sea.
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BEAINARD: That's why we built it separate.

BURG: That was pretty much your own idea rather than that of

Dr. Grovar.

ERAINARD: Yes. Well, he said, "Well, that'd be fine." He
wasn't too much interested in that part of it except that we

had to have it.

SOAPES: In designing office space area for staff and that sort

of thing, what size of staff were you envisioning?

BRATNARD: Well, I don't think we had too much to go on because
noneof the libraries were at their full capacity at that time.

And that was why we ended up with one room over there that we
called just a general staff area. I could direct you to it

down in there-- Eﬂ:ﬁah

B
=
4
= LY

BURG: I believe that must be the room--

BRAINARD: TIt's across the hall, one end of it faces the court.
You know, when you come in the main front entrance, then you

have this gallery in here in the front with the Eisenhowsar

office down on the end on the second floor. Then around on
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this, vou go through the door from the Eisenhower offices

and come back into the staff area Wwith the individual nffices
and the researeh room along the south =ida. Well, between

the Eisenhower office and the courtyard there's one large room

in there,

BURG: I believe this iz the ape that has been divided up
into & reception room, Dr. [John] Wickman's [Director,

Eisenhower Librarv] office and the conference room.
SCAPES: Right,

BRAINARD: Yes. Well, see, that was the left-over. We said,
"Fow that gives veou Epace that you can doctor around as you need
to later on." That was to be just a general staff room with
maybe desks and people working in there at the time,

BURG: It was known, of course, that this building, when completed,

——
(L :_1_:"‘-
-.. %,

was to be turned over to the federal government,

m el
Bl
3
;

BRATNARD: Oh, ves.

BURG: The federal government only provided wWayne Grover as

the man who would say ¥ea or nay.
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BRAINARD: That's right. Yes.

BURG: T find that rather surprising.

BEAINARD: Well General Services didn't have a staff of their
own at that time, hardly. Of course since then--so when the
addition was put on the moszeum, thev've been much more involved

in that sort of thing. [Laughter]

BURG: Yes, they certainly have.

BRATNARD: As my neighbor says--see the naighbor next door here,

Frank Cayton designed the original west wing of the muséum.

BURG: ©Oh, T didn't know that.

BRAINARD: And then he came back, or he and his partners, to
de the addition to the museum. And he said, "How times have

changad."

BURG: I'll bet he did say that. <Yes, indeed. Bat just imagine
that, only Dr. Grover really responsible for how it actually

was done. HNow he presumably consulted with his staff in the
Wational Archives and you people had consulted with the Truman

Library, and really at that time there were not many libraries
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to which you could go. That is the Roosevelt, the Truman--

BRAINARD: Wall the Roosevelt was using an existing building

so you couldn't say that was designed.
BIRG: Yes, right.
BRAINARD: And the Hoover hadn't been built vet.

BUORG: I didn't think it had. There woinld have been a few

state archives and operations that one might have seen.

BRAINARRD: Yes. 1 think they had something they used for Linceln's
papers, such as have been released. But, ch, Lady Bird [Johnson]
came up hare and she just went throungh this with a fine-toothed

comb. She knew what she was going to do for the Lyndon library

II.:- .\-\-I.
down there. ﬁﬁr*ﬁg

BURG: Right, BAnd ss we know, that solution was a great deal
different from the solution employed by the Truman and

BEizsenhowey Librari es.

ERAINARD: Yes, that's right. Of course there they adapted it

to a university campus.
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BURG: Right. And I suppose pretty limited space, so they

want ap.

BRAINARD: Yes. I was visiting at coffee this morning and we
said that if we had to build the Eisenhower Library now, we
probably wouldn't get it built: we'd be in ahout the same
condition that the Kennedy Library is, because the costes have
gone up so much that the two and a half millien that we raised
for this wouldn't have built the archivas section alone, let
alone any research or other facility. I might say that--this
is off the record perhaps—-but pecple have a differant attitude
towards centributing money to the library now--they can go to
the government for everything. We'ye got a federal government;
that's going te furnish money for anything we want, fund-

sharing or what have vou.

BURG: So you think that private contributions—-

BRAINARD: Private contributions couldn't build this now,

BURG: May I ask, in your capacity as an architest as wall as

friend of that enterprise, how costly did the very lovely

Italian marble, how much of an expense was that?
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BRAINARD: I really feel that that was their contribution to
the library because they'‘ve guit potk-matching now. You know
they take a block of stone and cut it up and lay it out and
thay cut two more and lay them ount. They quit that: that's tao
much trouble and no longer done. You buy marble; you just buy
S0 many slabs and take it as it is--take it or leave it. But
they had that much respect for General Eisenhower that they
did that out of regard for him. A&nd they took special pride--

those crates came out marked just where thay wers to go.

BURG: They, tooc, had recaived copies of the general plans and

they had been told how much of it was to bs faced--

BRAINARD: That's right.

BURG: =--and to what height. #And the cost came out of the fund-

ing that had been contributed.

BRAIMNARD: Yes.

BURG: How about the terrazzo areas of flooring? MNow was that

done by American firms?

BRAINARD: Yes. American, but their nationality, most of them,

Italian. We've used terrazzo in some of our stores and you just
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ean't hardly find those that aren't sither of Greek or Italian
origin that de that work. B2And thers again, to show how
deterioration has come, by the time we built the chapel, you
know, we had terrazzo for the public area in that chapel or
Place of Meditation, and they had to carpet it becanse the
terrazzo went to pot, except down in the crypt itself, that's
still thera. But those areas where you walk in and around,

it started going to pieces.
BURG: Teo you indicating a decline in the technigues used--

BRAINARD: Either the technigue or the material used, I don't
know. MNow parhaps you've noticed down in the main foyver there

where that adjoins the courtyard. fﬁﬁ;xx
& &

F

-
BURG: Yes. k

BRAINARD: Where the sun shines in there, some of the marble,
its a conglomerate markle and the patural cementing material
that holds those particles together has detericorated where the
sun hits it. How I don't think that would happen owver there,

but Kansas sun is—-. Maybe it's a3 combination of strong
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deteragents that the janitors used in ecleaning it; but something
in combination-—-you can see that that's pitted in there. I
think they d4id go back with epoxy or something and reinforce

it where it had really gone bad. But there's just one of the

things they come across.

BURG: Tom, pardon me--I'm intere=sted in architectuore.

BRAINARD: We'we rambled arcund so much here—-

- -

SOARPES: Yes, wa're getting close to the end of the time that

we had originally agreed to talk thie afternoon, but I did want
to tazlk a little bit alout the commanity reaction to the librarv.
We did discuss that one incident of moving the slevateor that
caused some ill feelings. How would you describe the Abilene ?ﬁﬁﬂ:ﬂ;

community's response to bringing in this large institution? Rupy o

BRAINARD: Well, I think it was very good. Sea, in order to ‘
start these drives for funds, they felt that the state of Kanszas, |
where it was located, shonld be the prime mover. They shogld |l
complete their drive first and then they could go to the other

states and =say, “"Now this is what they've done in Kansas--and
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they'd have so many people there--we think that You ©an come

up with so much meney." AaAnd of course this board that they

had set ap, they told each state just what they were supposed

te produce. And in order to start it off in Xansas, they

wanted Abilene te contribute theirs first. &aAnd I think their

goal was to raise some twenty-five thonsand in Abilena. 2 lot

of these psople had already given money to the museum, S0 hera

they are being hit asgain and agsin and again. And they did

better than that; I think they gave somewhere arocund thirty
thousand for Abilene. Well, vou see, on a pepulation basis, if

you take that across the United States, why, ch, they wers fi;;}
shooting, I believe, for about three million. And I don't {; ﬁ;
ramember the allotment for each state, bot of course that was

and should be, per population they ware paying a lot more here

in Abilene and in Kansas than ware any other. But the only
criticism that I think may have occeurred was some of the, well,

less affluent people thought that--well they began to feel then

more like they feel now, that the government should budild 4it,

that there's no reason that the people should be contribaoting

that money. They'd just as well take that monay out of the
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federal government. The cost was just too much for them;

they couldn't comprehend putting that much money in a building.
and while they were happy to have it and proud to have it in
abilene, they didn't see where they were invelved in contri-
buting the money to it. They didn't have it. There was a
spell of time in here when guite & number of people were
ashamed to admit that they hadn't been down to see the library.
Why here we've got this library, pecple coming here from all
over the country and all over the world, come to see it, and

I haven't evan been down there.

BURG: Yes, I've run inte that in town. The soxt of rueful
shake of the heads--just got to get down there sometime and

see what you've dene there.

BRAINARD: Yes. I go down to Kanszas City to see scmething but
here we have this at home and--. T have heard one remark, and
1 don't know who to attribute it to, and that was that this is
one of the last claesic buildings to be built put=side of

Washinglton.
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