INTERVIEW WITH
Judge Joe Ingraham =
and £\
Jack Porter : 4
by

Dr. Maclyn Burg
Oral Historian

on
FBovember 9, 1972
for

Dwight D. Elsenhower Library



GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
BATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE
DWIGHT D, EISENHOWER LIBRARY

-

Legal Agreement Pertaining to the oral History Interview of
Joc Ingrahatm and H. J. Porter

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 21 of Title 44,
United States Code, and subject to thae terms and conditions
hereinafter set forth, I, Joe Ingraham, of Houston, Texas,

and I, H. J. Porter, of Houston, Texas, do hereby give, donate
and convey to the United States of America all my rights, title.
and interest in the tape recording and transcript of a personal
interview conducted on November 9, 1972 at Houston, Texas and
prepared for deposit in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Library. This
assignment is subject to the following terma and conditiocns:

(1) The transcript shall be available for use by
rescarchers as soon as it has been depesited {n the
Dwight D. Eisenhower Library.

{2} The tape recording shall not be availasble for use
by researchers during the donors' lifetime, After the donors'
death, access to the tape recording shall ke for background
use only, and researchers may not cite, paraphrase, or gquote
therefrom.

{3) During the donors' lifetime the donors retain all_
copyright in the matorial given to the United States by the
terms of this instrument. Thereafter the copyright in both
the transcript and tape recording shall pass to the United
States Government. During the donors' lifetime, researchers
may publish brief “fair use" quotations from the transcript
(but not the tape recording) without the donors® exXpress
consent in each case.

{4) Copies of the open portions of the interview
transcript, but not the tape recording, may be provided by
the library to resoarchers upon request,



{5) Copies of the interview transcript, but not the
tape recording, may be deposited in or loaned to institutions
other than the Dwight D. Elsenhower Library.

A
' R -
P L #
\mﬁ_—; | —-_.—;_F,PF"E_ —E ég‘m_ﬂ_.—nﬁ_._
e R
! noT .:-:'___--"'

Efiijﬁgiﬂu;aéﬁﬁfigl / ﬁFf:ﬁé?,
Date §

¥

g’ﬂ‘a & TE_,{_

Dohor |

YT /777

Datae

ivist of the United Btates

__M" J'?; (G427
Date




This is an interview being conducted the morning of November 9,

1972, in the chambers of Judge Joe Ingraham. The interview is
conducted by Dr. Burg of the Eiserhower staff with Judge Ingraham
and Mr. Jack Porter.

DR. BURG: Now, it makes no difference which man I approach first,

MR. PORTER: Ho, no.

DR. BURG: All right, let's do this, Judge, let me ask you again

to repeat, for the recorder, your place of birth.

JUDGE INGRAHAM: I was born in Pawnee County, Oklahoma, July 5, 1903.

DR, BURG: Uh-huh. And educated in the state of Oklahoma, sir?

JUDGE INGRAHAM: Well, I went through high school in the state of

Oklahoma.

DR. BURG: Uh-~hah. Then where was your higher education?

JUDGE INGRAHAM: I did not attend college. I studied law at the
National University Law School in Washirgton, D.C. It was mergec

several years ago with George Washington University.

DR, BURG: I gea,
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INGRAHAM: It was a night law school in wWashington.

BURG: Now, may I ask you, What took you from Oklahoma out to

Washington, D. C. to do this work?

INGRAHAM: I went there to study law, i

BURG: That was your, your intention?

INMGRAHAM: Yem, sir.

BURG: You had, yvou had heard about that insttution?

INGRAHAM: Yus, sir. Well, it was on place, there may Lhe other,”
there are more places now, I understand--well, I'm not sure,
either--but then you could get a job in the government and attend

night school.

BORC: T =es.

INGRAHAM : There were several night schools in Washington.

BURG: Uh-huh, uh-huh. Now, how about you, Mr. Porter--yoa were

& native born Texan?
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PORTER: I was born in Parker County, about elaven miles from

the county seat of Weatherford, on February 21, 1896.

BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER: Now, I went through grammar school and high school in

wWweatherford, and that was the extent of my formal edacation.

BURG: Uh-huh, right. Now, both of you gentlemen--now perhaps
not you, Judge; you would not have been old enough for service

in the First World War.

INGRAHAM: Mo, I was not; I was fifteen when the armistice was

signed, I had four brothers in that war.

BURG: I see.

INGRAHAM: And I served in World war II.

BURG: Uh-huoh. Now how about you--did you, Mr. Porter?

PORTER: I enlisted in 1918, in the late winter, and never served

outside the countriy.
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BURG: Right. Was your service, here in the States, was that in

the infantry branch or——

o

PORTER: No, I happened to have studied shorthand and typewriting

('

BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER:--in high school, and practiced it some in a job I had in
a8 country bank in Oklahoma, which my older brother and another

man owned.

BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER: And I was assigned to clerical work--

BURG: I see.

PORTER:——fifteen minutes afker I was sworn in.

BURG 4 U.h""huhf Uh-huh a

INGRAHAM: Well, was it an infantry organization, or—-

PORTER: Mo, 1t was & guartermaster.
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BURG: Right. So you remained with them, then, until the armistice?

PORTER: Yes. Well, I wound up in Cuartermaster QOfficers' Training

School in Jacksonville, Florida, at Camp Johnson.
BURG: I gee,
PORTER: Where I was discharged after the armistice. N, £

BURG: Had you been in that training camp long enough to have

reached a commission before the end of the war?

PORTER: I could have stayed another week and got my commiasion,

but I wanted to get oat.
BUORG: Yes.

PORTER: I was in business at that time, and on my own and I

wanted to get back to Lt.

BURG: I see. And on your case, Judge, your law school training
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would follow the armistcice?

INGRAHAM: I was in law school in Washington from 1924 until 1927;
I got my degree in 1927.

BURG: Uh-huh. Now, you had indicated vou had worked in government
work and gone to night school?

INGRAHAM: Yes, sir.

r
S

o Hla o
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=
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BURG: What was the nature of the government work, may I ask?
INGRAHAM: I was a bockkeeper in the disbursing office of the
United States Department of Justice.

BURG: I sae,

Now then, if I can come back to Mr. Porter for a

minate, let me follow your career, then, from 1520 up roughly to
thias period arcound '24 to '27.

You say you were in husiness?
PORTER: I was in real estate, automobile business.

BURG: In what city, sir?

PORTER:

Purcell, Cklahoma.
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BURG: Uh-huah.

FORTER: And then when the receasion--we called it a2 recession;
as far as I was concerned it was depression--hit in 1921, I came
back to Texas, to Mexia, and started trading in the oil business,

and I've been irn it ever since.

- .,
BURG: Now, you gave the name of a town--Mexia? f g
PORTER: M-e-x-i-a, Mauia.
BURG: Thank you.
PORTER: That's a Mexican word.
BURG: Uh-huh, that's my West Coast ignorance showing through.

INGRAHMM: X in Spanish takea a soft H sound, like M-e-x-i-c-o,

Mexico.

BURG: Uh-<huh, right, I see. Now,when did both of vou come into
the political picture? Wwhen, when, let's ask you,Judge--do you
recollect the year, or the Presidential election, or what periad

of time was it that you first became active in politics?
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INGRAHAM: Yes, 1 recollect when he became active in Repuablican

politics. He was 3 Democrat: I'm a Life-long Republican.

BURG: Uh-hih, uh-huh,

INGRAHAM: My father was a Republican. The first Presidential
campaign that I hadany interest in was the campaign of 1932
when the Republicans lost--and they lost for many years there-

after.

BURG: I remember. You're on a losing streak that lasted Ewenty

years. And youd, Mr. Porter, had heen a Democrat?

PORTER: Yes, I was z typical Texas Democrat. Now the, my first
actiwvity in politics happened in 1940--that was before I mat
the Judge. And I worked some for the nomination of John [Nance|

Garner for President.

BURG: I see,

PORTER: And then when President Rocsevelt defeated him, why, I
switched to raising money for the Republican nominee, Wendell

Willkie.

drnug
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BURG: Does that have anything to do with what you cescribed

as being a "typical Texas Democrat"?

PORTER: Well, I1'd say up to that time I'd been one. But I
became disenchanted with President Roosevelt when he Eried

to stack the S5upreme Court--that was the last straw, indead.

BURG: I sea,

PORTER: From 1940 through 1950, I raised money in the national
elections for Republican candicdates and the National Commit—

tea,

BURG: Now that, that would imply, sir, that you'd made a
deliberate decision to raise it for national effort, but not

within the state of Texas?

PORTER: Yes, except for those congressiocral elections.
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BURG: Uh-huh. &7

PORTER:--and then it would be distrlbuted among the Presidential

ticket and congressional and senatorial campsign committees,

BURG: Couald I ask you why you did it that way--and evidently you
did not raise money or try to raise money to use in local

Texas campalgns?

PORTER: I did not raise any money for any Texas campaign except
those three congressional races. The Republican party at that
time did not make any serious effort towards trying to elect

anybody to the statewide level.
BURG: Uh~huh.

PORTER: I might mention, in 1943 I was named a delagate to
both the Democrat and Republican conventions and went to
the Republican state convention, 8s I had attended my first
Republican precinct convention that year. Marrs McLean
was the state finance chairman for the Republican party.

And he considered me as finance chalrman in Harris Couanty.
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BURG: Uh-huh.

':_f,:‘-'::
PORTER: In 1950 I raised money that went to——I think it was fifty-nine
-—cirectly to fifty-nine Republican congressional and senatorial
candidates, with one exception. A friend of mine, Ed Gossett,

a congressman at that time from Texas, thought George Smathers

had a chance to beat Claude Pepper for the Senate in Florica--
BURG: Uh-huah, uh=huh.

PORTER:-and I helped him plck up some money here in Houston

and take over thera to George Smathers.
BURG: I saa.

PORTER: And I believe through all that--
INGRAHAM: That was in "48.

PORTER: No, I think it was in '320.

INGRAHAM: '507 Maybe it was, vyes.
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PORTER: I think Lt was, yes. I

INGRAHAM: Uh-huh.

PORTER: I could be wrong, but I think it was in '3=0.

INGRAHAM: Well, I remember George gmathers was first electec
to the House in 1946, I thought he served one term in the
House and then ran for the Senate, but he may have servec

two bterms in the House. Yes, it was 1350.

BURG: We can check that pretty easily, I thimk. Judge, what
kinc of a, what kind of a Republican party in Texas did Mr.

pogrter associate himaself with when he came in 19407

INGRAHAM: Well, 1t was a weaker party than we have now. We almost
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electec a governor in 1972--he's, Mr. Porter managed the gover-

ror's campaign.

BURG: S0 I uanderstood.

Ay

INGRAHAM: Gubernatorial candidate’'s campaign.

BURG: And must have done splendidly well.

INGRAHAM: We hacd some determined, dedicated Republicans all

over the atate.

BURG: Even a2s early as 19%40.

INGRAHAM: Oh, yes.

BURG: Mr. [R.B.] Creager was pretty much in charge--

INGRAHAM: He was.

BURGs-—of things? Did you know Mr. Creager--

INGCRAEAM: Yes, I knew him well.

BURG:--persorally? May I ask you to give me a capsul description
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of that man and hls kind of personality. and what, what did
Mr. Creager have going for him that helped him hold Texas Repub-

licanism together after the years of patronage were done, in 19327

IRGRAHAM: Ah, it'll require some speculation, I suppose. 1 knew
him well, and Jack Porter knew him well, and I'll give you my
evaluation of Mr. Creager, and Porter from his knowledge of him

can affirm or he may want to add something or give different

views about Mr. Creager. fﬂ/_'.:\

=
" L,

ml Fi.l'l.'ﬂ - I"“W'.w:_"'ll|-|-._'- o

INGRAHAM: Mr. Creager was a native Texan, educated in Texas. He
was a2 lawyer; he located in Brownsville on the Mexican border. He
agsociated himself with the Republican party, and he happened to
have been in the--he was a man, he was a large man, tall, distin-
guished-locking man. He was red-headed, had all the red-headed

characteristics of the pink skin—--
BURG: I BeEE.

INGRAHAM :--and he was a, a-—-I said a distinguished-looking man,
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didn't you Ehink so?

PORTER: Yes-

INGRAHEM: He dressed wall, he was dignifiec. BHe had many of
the potentials of leadership--probably suffered some Limita-

tions, as we all da.

BURG: Any of his limitations sutstanding enough for you to

recollect them?

INGRAHAM: Well, I've heard this charge against him, and it was
best expressed in a, in & newspaper article bhy--now, I knew

Mr. Creager and liked him and oftendiffered with him. A young
mar who--he was young then; he's not as young now--namec Jerry
callinan[?] wrote a story about Creager, where the name of the

article was "The Japanese Garcener".

BURG: What a terrific way to put Lt.

IMGRAHAM: I knew Creager, ard, oh, that made him mad as hell.
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BURG: Was Mr. Cullinan thinking in terms of a blanc exterior and--

INGRAHAM: Well, the Japanese gardener, they cultivate little

plantas, small trees—
BURG: I see, all right. e,

INGRANAAM ;——and that they can control. WwWell, the implication was

that—-—

BURG: The Bonsal trese——

INGRAHAM:--that Creager created the Bonsai that could not grow,

that could never grow out from under hia control.
BURG: That is a terrific description:

INGRAHAM: Now, Creager got his strong hold on the Republican party
in 1927 when he was a delegate to the Republican national conven-
tion in Chicago. The Mational Committeeman at that time was H. F.

Mac Gregor of Houston, for whom MacGreger Park is named here.
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€'I‘I .
W -11_:

BURG: Uh-hah.

INGRAHAM: I ¢didn't know Mr. MacGregor; he was dead and gone when
I came here to Houston in 1235--I came to Texas earlier. MacGregor
supported General Leonard Wood for the nomination in 1920. And
it was Creager, who through insight or maybe some information,
he pushed for Warren Harding. Well, Barding was nominated and
elected and Creager had the Texas patronage, had it all; there
were no congressmen to share it with--well, yes, there was one,
and he and Creager were a2lways @t cross-purposes. But that

ia when Creager gained control of the Texas Republican party

irn 1920, He was able to hold it as long as he cid possibly
because there was no worthy or capable opponent who wanted

to take the control away from him.

BURG: I guess Mr. Creager macde the right decisions with re-

gard to Calvin Coolidge and Herbert Hoover?

INGRAHAM: Oh, yes, yes, he was, he was a straight organization

marn.

BURG: And on the right side.
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INGRAHAM: Yes, he always worked with the organization that

he was in, which ultimately became the Taft organization. We
had Republican presidents--Harding, Cocllidge and Hoover--for
twelve years. During that time Creager controlled all Texaa
patronage, which was considerable. Texas is a large and im-
portant state: we have, Texas has, only Texas and New York

had foar jadiclial districts; I don't suppose there's any state
has as many seaports as Texas with collectors of customs, and

so many postoffices.
BURG: Uh-huh.

INGRAHRM: Creager started as a collector of custom when he was

a young lawyer down in Brownaville.
BURG: I see.

INGRAHAM3 And could carrcy on his law practice, too. HNo other
gtate has the broad expanas of international boundary that this
state has, with collectors and ports of entry all along, and

no other state had as many post offices as Texas.
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BURG: I see. 5 2\

INGRAHAM: So the man in control of patronage in Texas for twelve

years was an important man.

BURG: Now scme have claimed, as this young reporter claimed, that
with that patronage and for that twelve-year period of time, Mr.
Creager and others saw their role as merely hanging on to that
and keeping a Republican party that was small, that could pro-
vide for its office holders—--and little growth occurred. 1Is that

a falr assessment of what happened?

INGRAHAM: That is a fair sssessment. And I want to tell you that

Creager was a man of great charm, didn't you think s0?
PORTER: Oh, I liked him wvery much.
ml Uh-h'l.'lh.

INGRAHAM: He was offered the amhbassadorship, I'm told, to Mexico,

but he didn't want it. There had long been strained relations
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batwesn Mexico and Texas, and he told President Harding that he
thought it would not be diplomatic to appoint & Texan as ambas-

pador to Mexico, so-—-—
BURG: Uh-huah. V.,
INGRAHAM: --I don't remember who was appointed.
PORTER: I don't, either.

BURG: Now, what would, what would be a fair place--

PORTER: Wait 2 minute and I'll tell you who: Lindbergh's father-

in-law.
INGRAHAM: Mo, he was appointed by Hoover, Jack.

PORTER: Was he?

INGRAHAM: Yeah.
BURG: Dwight Morrow?

INGRAHAM: Dwight Marow was appointed by Hoover.
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BURG: Yeas. What would be a falr, a fair place to put you, Judge,
when you came in in '32--how did vou stand with the group aof

Texas Republicans who were in control at that time? /"'r_q‘:d

[ &)
=

INGRAHAM: All right, I'll, we'll bring Henry Zweifel into it,
BURG: All right.

INGRAHAM: I came to Texas--1 got cut of law school in June,
1927. I went back to Oklahom& and opened a law business in a
small town, Stroud, Oklahoma, and the depression was on then

but we didn't know Lt.

BURG: As early as that?

INGRAHAM: Oh, yes.

BURG: Uh-huh.

INGRAHAM: It really, it wasn't known uantil October of '29.
BURG: Right.

INGRAHAM: But, but we had it then. I was then 24 years old, I
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had not done very well in my law practice in Stroud, ﬂkllhm:..
and T heard about an opening in Fort Worth. And I borrowed
twanty dollara, and I made the trip to Fort Worth anc back on
twenty dollars. Henry Zweifel had been United States Attorney--
he had just retired--and 2 fellow told me that he was looking
for a young lawyer, so I went down and got a iob with Henrcy
rweifel. 5o I practiced for szven and a half years in Fort
Worth with Pweifel. Zweifel was a Republican; he had been a
life-long Repablican. He had been postmaster in his home town,
s small town near Fort Worth, Granbary, which is not far from

where Porter came from--an adjoining county.
BURG: I see.

PORTER: South thirty miles.

BURG: Uh-huh.

INGRAHAM: Ancd then he was, he was appointed United States Attorney

by--he served as U.S. Attorney in the administratlons of Hazding
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and Coolidge, and then he reaigned. He had gquite a kit of, he
began to get employment on thae other side, then. Our practice--
we had substantial practice in federal court. In my sarly law

practice, I had more federal court experience than most young

lawyers.
-I &
BURG: I see, b5 R

INGREAHEM: For that reason.

BURG: Uh-huah. So, for the first time, you meet Mr. Fweifel, who
is going to be pretty important in all the things we discuss
from this point on. And, Mr. Porter, did you know him at akouat

that same time., or not antil later?

PORTER: I met Mr. welfel the first time in 1947.

BURG: Mot antlil than?

FORTER: No.

BURG: Uh-huh. Wwell, let's ask the Judge, then, to describe Mr.

rweifel--you were in partnership with him. saw him very closely.
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INGRAHAM: For seven and a half years.

BURG: How would you contrast him with Mr, Creager?

INGRAHAM: Ch, they were different characters--Creager was a man
of early American background! fweifel, sweifel's father was a
Swiss immigrant. You have = German name; I don't know Lf you

know what Twelfel means or not.

BUORG: Mo, I don't.

INGRAHAM: Well, it means--literally, it means, 7wei is two—-

BURG: Yes.,

INGRAHAM 1 —-Fweifel, two stones.

BURG: I see,

INGRAHAM: Idiomatically, it means dubious, doubtful.

INGRAHMM: Now, that doesn't describe him, but that's what his

rnamé meéans.
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BURG: Uh-huh. /_\&}
& .

INGERHAM : He carries two stones, Ty

BURG: Yes, Well my name means a fortified place, and that

doean't really describe me, either.

INGRAHAM: Yes. Oh--Barg--no, that means a mouantain,
BURG: Well, actually--Oh, Barg, B-u-r-g?7

INGRAHAM: Oh, B-ua-r-g, oh, yes.

BURG: Yes, yes.

INGRAHAM : A barricaded mouantain.

BURG: Yes, uh-huh. Intellectually, are the two men at & com-

parable level, do youa think?

INGRAHAM: "weifel was a man of great intellect. He was a man

of limited aducation, and it didn't bother him.

BURG: Uh-huh.
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INGRAHAM: He, he was a lawyer of some ability and died a

wealthy man at the age of eighty-five or so. P Tt
(E‘FQ .?
BURG: I see, o B8

INGRAHAM: I'll give you a quick run-down on him, if you want it.

BURG: Please,

INGRAHAM: His father was a Swiss immigrant, and I understand a

sort of a ne'er-do-well. fFweifel looked like Fiorello Laguardia,

BURG: All right.

INGRAHAM: He was small of mtature and stockily, stockily built.
I mention LaGuardia because he was a man well-known--I don't
know, you're young, I don't know whether you knew what he

loocked like or not.

BURG: Oh. indead, I do.

INGRAHAM: ?weifel was swarthy, dark of skin, he had black hair.

He looked--LaGuardia was Italian--and, of course, his Swiss back-



Judge Ingraham and Mr, Porter, 1ll-9-72 Page 27

ground may have been Italian; his father may have been an

Italian-Swigs.

BURG: Possible, yes,

INGRAHAM: His mother was--maiden name was Smith-=her background
Was early American and American Indian. She was part Comanche

Irdian, did you know that?
PORTER: No, I didn't know that,

INGRAHAM: So, Henry Zweifel's dark, swarthy leook could have been

both from his Italian-Swiss, or Pactly from his Comanche Indian,
BURG: Yes, it could have been,

INGRAHAM: Light brown. Re was & man with great intellect,

great energy, and great ability, don't you agree? |
PORTER: Yes, sir. |

BURG: Would either of you describe him 288 an agressive man? |




Judge Ingraham and Mr, Porter, 11-9-72 Page 28

INGRAHAM: Oh, very, Very aggressive!

it L
£ R

BURG: Uh-huh. q 5
v,

PORTER: And incidentally, I saw him frequently. I have a
small ranching operation in an ad joining county where he lived,
and I'd go down once in a while, be passing through there, and

stop and see him. He died with that Hack hair.
INGRAHAM: Uh-huh, I thought he did, a lot.
PORTER: And he ran a bank auntil he died,

BURG: Uh~huh,

PORTER: He owned control of it,

BURG: Some of those who tenc to think of small men, small
physlcally, as being aggressive, and perhaps because of their
stature--did it seem that way with Mr. Zweifel, or was it some-
thirg else? Here, I think, of course, of someone like Mickey

Rooney.

PORTER: Well, I don't think ¥ou got the impression of him as

being a real amall fellow; he was Chunky.
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INGRAHAM: Well, he was on the short side, Jack. i A

PORTER: Yeah, but I imagine he weighed a hundred and seventy-

five or eighty pounds and maybe more, didn't he?

INGRAHAM: Well, probably, and on the short side. He was a
man--warm personality. We started ocut on his education, I'11
tell you how he studied law; Henry was a postmaster in Granbury,
and there was some other boy that wanted to 90 Lo the Universzity
of Texas and study law, =o Henry said, 'well I'll tell yoa what,'
he said, 'you need some help; 1'1ll give you twenty dollars a
month, I'll send it to yod. And I want you to make notes on
everyday's study, and I want to have every book you have, and

I want to keep up with everything you read while you're in school.®
So that's the way Henry studied law. Now, the man that went tgo
the University and got & degree did not have a distingulshed

career at all, and Henry fweifel d&id, Henry dicd very well,
BURG: That's a--

INGRAHAM: Died a wealthy man.
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BURG: That's an excellent clue to the kind of man he wWag,

the kind of drive he possessed, o f?a
INGRRHMM: And the ambition, b
BURG: Yes, indeed.

INGRAHAM: I don't think he hac any education beyond high

school in Granbury, which was a very small town.

BURG: Would you describe Mr. swelifel as being a more outgoing
kind of personality than Mr. Creager? Mr. Creager you've des-

cribed as 2 very dignified man.
INGRAHAM: Well, they were both cutgeing, wouldn't you say?
PORTER: Yes.

INGRAHMM: They were both warm in their personalities. And Fweifel

was swarthy and Creager wasa redhead, pink skin--

BURG: Uh-huh.
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INGRAHAM:--in his latter years he was gray, but it was a red-

headed gray.

BURG: Right. I have seen a picture of him--
::Q-"_.I _...-
INGRAHrRM: Yas,

BURG:——taken about--I presumed from the way the photograph

looked--about in the 1920's, in the mid=20'g-—
IBGRAHAM ; Uh=huh,

BURG:--with his glasses, and as you described, a very scholarly-

looking face as a matter of fact.
PORTER: Oh, he was a smart man.

BURG: Uh-~huh, uh-huh. Aall right, now, could I ask voua this,
firat of a1l you, When you come Lnto the active Republican
Work,is it at a particular place in the organization--that is
tid you come in s a precinct chairman or some official posi-

tion?
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INGRAHAM: In 1933, I was then irn Fort Worth; I was a precinct

chairman and alao secretary of the Republican county committee.

BURG: What is the county for Fort Worth, by the way?

INGRAHAM: Tarrant County,

BUORG: Tarrant.

INGRAHAM: T-a-double r-a=-n=t.

BURG: Uh-~hoh. And, Mr. Porter, when you first entered. it
was not as a worker in the sense of operating a precinct or
holding a position like that, but rather as, as a financial

organizer, so to apeak?

PORTER: Well my first work was financial, but I went to a precinct
convention the first time in the spring of 1948, and that sammer--—
(Interruption)

BURG: You were talking about your first experiences in the

party, and then you said you had a story, Jucge, that youa were

golng to tell on Mr. Porter, whether he liked it aor not?
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INGRAHAM: Oh, he likes it; he's heard it before and he remembers
it. I was then, 1948, the Republican county chalrmen in this

county, Harris County, and Jack called me and gaid he wanted

[
1
£ %

to talk to me, and I said, "well, fine, I'll go over to your

o
-

office.” I got over there and he was--he's a very forthright :hﬂw-ﬂ
min, he comes right to the subject, there's no guile about him.

He said, "Joe, what do you have to do to be a Repulklican?® Anc

I said, "Well, you want to be a Republican?" And he said ves,

And I said, "wWell, I'm going to tell yoa." I said, 'omn tha

blank cday of May,' I forget, that was 1943; then, we held two

8ets of conventions. I think it was in April, I said, "We're

going to hold Republican precinect conventions,” and I said,

"you go to your precinct convention.® And I said, *When you

get there--" I told him who the precinct chairman was; Lt was,

oh, Swede Oberg[?][. wasn't it?
PORTER: I don't remember.

INGRAHAM: I said, "Mr. Oberg is your precinct chairman.” Ard 1

said, "You tell him vou want to Le a delegate to the county con-
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vention, and you get elected as a delegate to the county con-
vention" and I said, "then come to the county convention a
week later."™ And I said, "If you do that, I'll see that you're

put on as a delegate to the atate convention,™

BURG: You were guite sure that in that precinct Mr. Porter

would be the delegate to the county convention?

INGRAHAM: Well, yes, I, sure, we'd take anybody that was interested.

PORTER: It wasn't any problem.

INGRAHAM: No.

FORTER: As a matter of fact, there were only three of us present.

BURG: I wondered how many would be there. And none of the

other three wanted to go, or your influence--

INGRAHAM: Well, they could all go.

PORTER: Yeah.
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BURG: Oh, they coald:!

THCRAHAM: Sure, P

BURG: I Bee.

INGPAHAM: Then.

BURG: May I ask, Judge, Cic anyone ask Mr. Porter at that point--

INGRAHAM: That isn't the end of the story.

BURG: I know, but I wendered, Did anyone ask him to sign any kinc
of a pledge saying that "I am now a Republican and I intend to

work for--

PORTER: Ho, that comes later.

BURG: I know, but at the time you went in—

PORTER: Nothing like that.

INMGRAHRM: Ch, no.
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BURG: Nothing like that. All right. f

INGRAHAM: I sald, "If you come to the county convention, I'1ll
see that you're put on the delegation to the state convention."
I says, "When you've done that," I says, "you'll be a Republican,
It's just like being baptized; there's no turning back." ¥You

remember that, Jack?

FORTER: Yeah.

INGRAHAM: 50, he did. He went to his precinct convention, he came
ko the county convention, and he was named a delegate to the state
converition in Corpus Christi. And at Corpus Christi he was namad

an alternate for the national convention. Remember that?

PORTER: Yas,

INGRAHAM: Ancd then he rose rapidly in the Republican party,

commencing then.

BURG: Now, in 1948, who was Lt that the Texas celegate or delega-
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tisn favored?

INGRAHAM: Taft.

BURG: Uh-huh.

INGRAHMM: You were supporting Joe Martin, weren't you?

PORTER: Yes, Yyes.

INGRAHAM: Mr. Porter and Mr. [Hugh Royl Cullen were supporting

Joe Martin.

BURG: A favorite, favorite son and--

PORTER: Well, Joe was from Massachoaetta,

INGRAHAM: Speaker of the House.

PORTER: Speaker of the House.

BURG: I know, ah-huah. Bat your, your attitude was that, that

you were going to throw support to Mr. Martin.

PORTER: We thought that there would Le s deaclock between Dewey
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and Taft, and then we were going to try to get the convention to—-

INGRAHAM : Turn to Martin.

PORTER:--turn to the Speaker of the House, Joe Martin.

BURG: All right, let me ask you, sir, why Mr. Martin, c¢id you

know him personally?

PORTER: I became acquainted with him about 1946, and, matter of
fact, Mr. Cullen and I had him down here as our guest for dinner

at tEhe Rice Hotel.

INGRAHAM: That's when I met youa.

FORTER: Yeah.

BURG: Was this--

PORTER: I would say that--=

BURG:——Hugh Cullen?

FORTER: What?

BURG: Was this Hugh Cullen?
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PORTER: Hugh Roy Cullen.

BURG: Hugh Roy Cullen.

PORTER: I think that happened about--

INGRAHAM: '47.

PORTER:--in '47.

INGRAHAM : October of ‘47.

PORTER: Yeah. And he and I became close friends, and were for
many years. I believe he was the first Republican Speaker of

the House that had ever visited Texas, don't you think so, Joe?

Certainly--

INGRAHAM: As far as I know.

BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER: I had been in Washington and met him throush a mutual

friend, trving to get the oil industry out from under price con-
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trala.

BURG1 Which remained on after 1945,

PORTER: Yes, we got out from under in 1946-—in the late summer

of 1946 we got ocut from under price controls.

BURG: Well,you, yourself, had been interested in, in the

petroleum Lindustry.

FORTER: Yes.

BURG: For some period of time.

PORTER: Yes.

BURG: Uh-=huah.

PORTER: And, how that I happemed to be ir Washington, I was
the president, it was my brain child, of the Texas Independent
Producers' and Royalty Owners Assoclation, end I was the firat

president of it. And we organized it--
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INGRAHAM: Burg gets the white one.

PORTER:--in 1346. &And I was up there representing that asso-

ciation, which wag—— _.-"""‘*\II

INGRAHAM: Thank you, o

PORTER1--working on getting us out from under price controls.
That's where I met Joe Martin. He was the minority leader

at that time, and then he--

BURG: Right.

PORTER:--became the Speaker.

INGRAHAM: In the 30th Congress.

PCRTER: In the B80th Congress, 1347.

BURG: Now, price controls were the immediate concern for you-=-
PORTER: The war was over, but we were still under price controls.

BURG: Uh-hah.
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PORTER: And the beef industry was still uander prire controla,

And I remember very well on that trip, Congress had passed Lthe
bill on price controls which the President had vetoed--had I_;_""'""'_-.,-
wacered the controls down. And I finally went in to see Mr. - .
Rayburn, Speaker of the House, and so we talked a little politics

firat, and one thing that was in his craw, Mr. Cullen had been

sending ten thousand dollara up to hs district--try to beat him.
BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER: And so I said, "Well, Mr. Speaker, I'll talk to Mr.
Culler and I think I can guarantee you that he won't send any

more money up there and try to beat you."
INGRAHAM: Next time he sent a telegram, didn't he?

PORTER: Well, I don't think he, I don't know about that, but he
didn't do anything against him. And he finally said to me--they
had a bill in at that time to do away with price controls on oil

and beef--he said, "I don't care what they do on that bill; we
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gave the pPresident a good price control bill and he vetoed it.,"
Well, when I leftthere, why, I spread that word around and that
bill sailed right on through by 2 big majority. And I remember

then—-beef was short, you had trouble finding a good steak.
BURG: Uh-huh, yes, I remember. ' (i

PORTER: The day after, or two days after that law became effective

you could buy & good steak in any restaurant in Washington.
BURG: That fast?

PORTER: That fast, And, so, Mr. Cuallen and I had him down
here as our guest, and everybody that attended the dinner was

our guest,

BURG: This was a dinner for Mr. Martin?
PORTER: Yes.

BURG: Mr. Martin.

PORTER: Mr. Martin was his house guest; that's the first time he

had ever met Mr. Cullen, 2nd they became good friends, too,and he
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came back Lo Texas several times after that,

BURG: Now c¢id you know, Judge, that your newly-acgured Repablican

was going to be a supporter for Joe Martin, or did you not know

that? i <3
INGRAHAM: No, I didn't, I did not. I-=
BURG: Would it have made any strong difference to you?

INGRAHAM: Ch, no, Heavens, no, wé ware trying to bulild a party

and we'd take anybody.

BURG: All right, you say youa were trying to build a party, were

you, then, at that time ocut of sep with some of the—May I call

them the old guard in Republican ranks?
INGRAHAM) I certainly was and I had troukble with them.

BURG: Can youa describe to me the kinds of trouble yoo had? WwWe'd

like to know about that.

INGRAHAM: Well, I'll have to go back and tell you how I became
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s county chairman.,

BURG: All right.

INGRAHAM: I had had some activity in local politics during--I

was gone fifty months in World wWar II.

BURG: On what kind of duty, might I ask?

INGRAHAM: I was an officer in the Army Air Corpa.

BURG: 1 see,

INGRAERAM: And I went overseas late--I got there in January of '45.

BURG: In what theater?

INGRAHAM: In the European theater,

BURG: I see,

INGRAHAM: And the Germans surrendered in May of '45, and the Jap-

anese in August of '45, and we had the occupation program all cver
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the world, in Europe and Lln the Orient, too. It was hard to get

back: they had a point syatem orn rotation

BURG: Right.

INGRAHAM: I was low on points, because, one, is that I got over
there late. They also gave points for battle engagements; I

had ergaged in no battles. They gave--if you had a wife, that
was sktrong on points, children were strong on points; I had no

wife and no children at that time.

BURG: Purple hearts and decorations counted.

INGRAHAM: So, I didn't get back here until April of '46. wWell,
I got an air mail letter one day from Otto Letzerich who waa then
a prominent, an old line Republican. He was an elderly man, he

had been active in Republican politics here for many years.

BURGt Could you spell his last name for us, please?

INGRAEAM: L-e-t-z-e-r-i-c-h.

]
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BURG: Thank you.

INGRAHAM: Letrerich--German, a Texas German.

BURG: Uh-huh.

INGRAHAM: He was born in Texas, his son and grandchildren live
hare now, and great-grandchildren. He was a fine man. He said
that Clarence Miller, who had been Republican county chairman

many years, was not in good health and had resigned anc had had

2 meeting and they had elected me county chairman. Well, my
reaction to it, 'Well I can't do that; hell, I've lost four years--

I'm going to have to devote myself b law practice when I get back.'

BURG: Uh-huh.

INGRAHAM: So I sent him a cakle, and a cable, you know, they charge
for every word, so my only message was; "Negative, latter follows."
And I wrote him an air mail letter, and told him all the reasons
why I could rot accept and did not accept. Well, in due time I

got a letter back from him--I was in Germany then—-1 got a letter
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back from him that, 'well we got your letter, anc we named Nat
Friedman as acting chairman, but it's, we're going to hold it
open for you.' 5o I came back still protesting, but no one would

listen to me.

BURG: Uh-<huah.

INGRAHAM: So I took over the county chairmanship, and I want to
say with pride that at the time I toock over the organization we
had rineteen precincts organized in this county, and at the time

I left it we had a hundred and ninety-one organized.

BURG: I see. How long did you hold that position?

INGRAMHMM: Seven years,

BURG: I see.

INGRAHAM: And it did take a lot of time.

BURG: In building the county organization here, what kind of an
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approach did you take, Judge? Who were you trying to contact?
I think I know the answer to this, but were you attempting, for
example, to build Republicanism among the blacks in Harria County,

or did you--

INGRAHAM: I macde efforts along those lines, yes. I had very little,

no lock with the blacks at all.

BURG: Did they-— o

INGRAHAM: We had very few.

BURG: Did they tend toc link up with the Democratic organization

locally or to remain aloof from that--

INGRAHAM: wWell, I can tell you one of the difficulties I had. We
had no money, and politics is a labor of love——ncbody paild me any-
thing and white people who were interested in politics were not
paid anything; they, the time they devoted and whatever they hac

to do they paid out of their own pocket from their interest in it.
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BURG: Right.

INGRAHAM: It's a labor of love. But every time I approached a

Negro, 'wWell, how much you pay me?’'

BURG: I see.

INGRAHAM: And I said, "wWell, now--" I've had this conversation
with a number of them"--well, now, Megroes are asking for equal-
ity, they're asking to be treated like white pecple, I don't pay

the white people anything.” So I wouldn't pay them anything.

BURG: Uh-huh. Do you suppose that they secretly believed that
you had funds to disperse, and you just weren't golng to disperse

them to them?

INGRAHAM: I don't know what they believed. But I do know that

it was always, "Well, how much you pay me?"

BURG: Uh-huh. So the results in trying to line up black Republi-

canism were pretty sparse as far as You were concerned?
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INGRAHAM: I didn't pay them--for two reasons; one, I didn't have

the money to pay them with, and two, 1 dia not, I did rot faver

unequal treatment.

BURG: Uh-hah. Now as you built this party in the mid-and late
'40's, did the statewide Repablican organiration pPraise vou for

organizing more and more precincts in, in Harris County?

INGRAHAM: Oh, anybody in any sort of publiec activity gets both

Fraise and damnation.

BURG: Well, I wondered if Mr, Creager was still alive and was--

INGRAHAM: He died in 1950,

BURG: In '50.

INGRAHAM: In the fall of '50, October of 1953,

BURG: Uh-huh. Buat it seems to me that you're, You're one of thoss

in the state, ane of the Republicans in the state at that time,

who are attempting to forge a lLarger, more powerful, more well-
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organized Republican party.

INGRAHAM: Yea, and we had the largeat couanty in the state--

largest population-wise--and we thought it was important.

b

-

BURG: Mow, did Mr. Creager seem Lo agree?

INGRAHAM: Yes, I, what I started to say was, in 1943, there, they,
there was a movement--they wanted to replace me with Nat Frisdman,
who had been the acting county chairman. And he got some--Creager
tried tec €o that--he got some support, but not muach support be-
cause by that time the party had increased and the increase had
beer largely through my efforts; the new people that had come into

the party had all come in through contact with me.

BURG: Uh-huah.

INGRAHAM: So., they didn't get much help on it. Then, when you

come under fire you don't want to quit.
BURG: Yes.

INGRAHRAM: Then you have to flght back.
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BURG: In l9%4B--

INGRAHAM: Yes, I've had fights with Creager, and, but I've had

many friendly sesaions with him since then.

BURG: Right, right,

INGRAHAM: Creager was a man that could not stand to be alone. He
was 2 man of great energy, and when he'd come to town he'd have
to have someone to come cown and have dimner with him and talk
to him. He used to call me, and I'd go down and have dinner with
him 2t the Rice Hotel. He could stay ap and talk all night, drink
a quart of whiskey, &and go cut the rext morning and play eighteen

hodes of golf.

BURG: Uh-huh, uh-huh, I see. Who, who else in the atate in 1948
was trying to c¢o what you were trying to do--that is, make a

stronger organizatikon?

INGRAHAM: There were other movements-=-they had a movement in

pallas that had been very successful, I'd give Ralph Currie a
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lot of credit for that, wouldn't you?

PORTER: Yeah. T believe you're passing over--the real fight

against Creager was the Republican Club, —
INGRAHAM: Republican Cluob, that's true.

PORTER: What was that man's name, a colonel or--

INGRAHAM: Captain Lucey.

PORTER: Yeah.

INGRAHAM: Capt. John F. Lucey.

BURG: L-u-c=—€=y.

INGRAHAM: Yes.

BURGs I have heard about him. Now, waa that a statewide movement

that Captain Lucey was involved in, Mr. Porter?

PORTER: Yes.
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BURG: Ard may I have, may I have the story of that? He appeared
in another conversation I had back in Kansas as a figure who
seemed to have acceas to money--I don't know how much money--—
and showed up as interested behind the scenes, but interested--

I, I didn't follow what happened to him.

-
L
i

PORTER: Well, that's part of my introduction to Republican

politics.

BURG: Uh-hah.

PORTER: Other than raising money. There was & group of fellows
from pallas came down to Houston and were down at the Rice Hotel,
and I knew two or three of them——one was Bill Luse, one was Roy

Black, and then Ralph Currie was present, I think maybe Alvin Lane.

INGRAHAM: Yes.

PORTER: And there was one of two more--I1 just don't recall. Bat
either Bill Luse or Roy Black,both of whom I knew well, called me

at my office and told me there was a group of them down there and
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they'd like to see me. Now this happened in 1947, and I would

say it waa in the nelghborhood of the summertime. And I went

dowr. there and they told me that Captain Lucey on his, just ﬂr“%
before he died in Boaton, & Boston hospital, had written a Ei
letter resigning as president of the Republican Clubs of Tgxaa;-
and that he had suggested in his letter that I succeed him.

And they told me the purpose was to captore the delegation and
raplace Creager for the '48 convention. And we, and they offered
to put up @ hundred thousand dollars for the war chest, and I
told them that I'd have to think about it, because it was guite

a surprise to me. And I thought about it some and then I called.
They suggested that I talk to Henry Zwelifel at Fort Worth, and
see what his reaction would be. When I happened to go to Fort
Worth, I called Mr. Zweifel and he came over to the hotel and

we had a visit. Well, he didn't--I would say he was less than

enthusiastic about the project.

INGRAHAM: That describes it perfectly: he was in it in the

beginning, but was never very enthusiastic.
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PORTER: Yeah.
BURG: Because he thought, perhaps, it couldn't be done, or--

PORTER: Well, I, he didn't come right cut and say that--but

I'm sure that waa in the back of his mind. >

|
\t:"."ﬂ-a_f!}
BURG: And may I ask, too, Mr. Porter, When this group of Luse,

Black and others talked with you, did they specify precisely

why they wanted Creager cut, or was it commonly agreed?

PORTER: Well, they took the view that the party wasn't going
to grow much under Creager, and they wanted to have a good atrong

Republican party in Texas.
BURG: Uh-huh.

INGRAHAM: I want to say now that that's when Jerry Cullinan
wrote that article about the japanese gardener. Cullinan was

the public relations man employed by Captain Lucey.

BURG: Was that C-u-l-1l-i-n-a-n?
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INGRAHAM: Yas, sir.

BURGs: All right.

PORTER; Was it n-a-n or n-=e=n?

Jﬁ
-

.._
LTI

INGRAHAM: C-u-doule l-i-n-a-n.

.-'::.I

'* "
.
e i

BURG: All right.

INGRAHAM: Cullinan.

BURG: And so we place the Cullinan article in 1947, at about
the time that this proposal is made to you and you go to see

Mr. Tweifel?

PORTER: Yes. Well, anyhow, after that I called Joe Martin
on the phone and talked to him about it, and his advice was
not to do ity it probably couldn't be done. And, so Marrs
McLean had me up to his ranch, presumably a deer and turkey
shoot, and some of these fellows were there and most of the

conversation was about this project.
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INGRAHAM: I waa there and I shot a deer out there, Jack.
FORTER: Yeah, that's right.

BURG: Autumn of 1947.

PORTER: Yeah.

INGRAHAM: That's right. E

FORTER: S0 I finally tolé them no, but Marrs wouldn't give up,
and kept inviting me up to the ranch, and I knew what it was for
and I'd make excuses and didn't go, and finally, long in December
of '47, why, he was here in Houston, and he said, "I believe you
are probably right not taking that job, and the best thing to do
is go to a Republican precinct convention and get in the party,
and in due time we'll get you well-known among Republicana and
maybe accomplish it that way--elect you national committeeman."

So that's when I called you and asked yoa just--

INGRAHAM: Said, “what do you have to do to be a Republican?*®
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BURG: Yeah.

-

L]
-

PORTER: S50—-

<rman

BURG: Mr. Porter, for the record, Why was it, why was it believed
that Mr. Creager couldn't be taken out of that poslition? There
had been no patronage, patronage for the party--I would presume
a very moderate kind of patronage for a long period of time—
where was Mr. Creager's support coming from, that you gentlemen

felt he could not be taken out?

PORTER: Well, you see, the active Republicans, I mean county
chalrmen, members of the state executive committee, probably
didn't number over three hundred, would you say, Joe--something

like that?

INGRAHAM: Right.

PORTER: And I know the last convention we had, when Mr. Creager
was still in power in 1950, the conventionlmll was a dining

room at one of the hotels down at--

INGRAHAM: Galveston.



Judge Ingraham and Mr. Porter, 1l1-9-72 Fage &1

PORTER:--Galveston, Not a big hotel either--Jean Lafitte,

wasn't it7?

INGRAHAM: No, it was that hotel down on the beach, the Bucca-

neaear.

PORTER: What was the name of Lit?

INGRAHAM: The Buccaneer, it was that one down on the beach

that belonged to the Moodys--it's now an old folks' home.

PORTER: Yeah.

BURG: So, the group was a fairly small one that youre describing

in 19507

PORTER: That's right, and Mr. Creager--it was my observation
in talking to people that had been in the party a long time,
and--if he had a little trouble with--he was very adroit

at pitting one faction against another.
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INGRAHAM: Yeah.

PORTER: And he'd always come on top. ,T—am}
BURG: I see. 1

PORTER: He was a smart man and a smart politician but he, he had
given up, I think, any idea of building a strong Republican party

in this state. Don't yoa think so?

INGRAHAM: Yes, I think he had. He died--that was in August and

he died in October of that year.

BURG: Then, would both of you gentlemen judge that Henry Zweifel
was of that same mind, judging from his performance when you talkec

with him--he, too, perhaps reluctant te build a strong party?

PORTER:I don't think Henry would have been reluctant at all, but
I don't believe that he was the type of fellow that could do it.

Wouldn't vou-—

INGRAEAM: I'll say "yes“; I think your analysis is probably

correct, Jack.
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BURG: Where did he lack, Mr. Porter? Was it in just lack of
breadth, that perhaps Mr. Creager had and Mr. weifel didn't have,

to take hold of this state organization and move Lt?

PORTER: Well, he had control of the state organization after he

was elected national committeeman.
BURG: Mr. Tweifel <id? : =

PORTER: Yes, he had control of it. As a matter of fact, he con-

trolled about two-thirds of it and I controlled about one third.
BURG: At what time, sir?

INGRAHAM: When Creager died.

PORTER: After Creager died.

BURG: In '50, after, after 1950.

INGRAHAM: In October, 1%50. Then the state committee chose a

new naticnal committeeman--they chose Henry Iweifel.
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BURG: Mow, let me ask you this, Mr. Porter, Did it, did it cross
your mind, was it part of your discusaions with your group of
backers, that you might take on Mr. Zweifel? You, you had now,

you had decided not to take on Mr. Creager.

PORTER: Well, I took on Mr. Fweifel at the state conmittee meeting,

after Mr. Creager died. Sl
BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER: And I think, T don't believe I had guite a third of the

vote at that meeting--but maybe a third of Lit.

BURG: 5o within three years you, yourself, had acquired about
a third of the votes you needed, coming in as a krand new Republi-

can in '47.and by 1950=--
INGRAHAM: '"48.
PORTER: '48.

BURG: '483. Wwell, actually sbout two years, then, you had, you hac
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built some support for yourself,

PORTER: Yes, well of course I had 2 little bult-in support from

pDallas County and--

BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER:--Harris Courty. But, and, oh, some other areas down in

this part of the country,.

BURG: Had you ever suspected, sir, that Mr. Fweifel had, when you
talked to him about the possibility of unseating Creager, that Mr.
rweifel had spoken with Mr., Creager and Mr. Creager might have sug-
geated that he waas about ready to step down? Or, may I ask, too,

Was Mr. Creager suffering from an illnesas?

PORTER: I don't think there was anvthing wrong with Mr. Creager
pt that time, and Creager--I don't think he had any intention of

stepping down.

INGRAHAM: No, he did not.

(Interruption)
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BURG: All right, you were saying there was an episode in '4B that

would clarify this episode. Fine.

PORTER: Yes. In 1948 therews a bitterly-contested race for the
Democratic nomination for the United States Senate bebween Govarnor
Coke Stevenson and Congressman Lyndon B. Johnson. nd that deve-

loped into a political scandal, and John=on won it by, was it eighty-

saven votes?

Y
INGRRHAM: Yes,. Ry

PORTER: And then they had a big contest at the state convention
over it, and the state committee finally declared Johnson the

winnar.

INGRAHAM: That's the Democrat committee.

PORTER: Yeah, the Democrazt committse. So the nawspapers were de-
manding that the Republicans name a candidate for the Senate, and

Creager appointed Henry Zweifel and me as a committee to find
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a candidate., So the state committee was meeting in the hotel in
Fort Worth, and we tried several people--to get one of them to
run for the Senate on the Republran ticket., Well, I know there
was one man we would have liked to have had was George Peddy, who

is now deceased.

BURG: P-e-t-t-y?

PORTER: P-e-d-d-y.

BURG: d-d-y, all right,

FORTER: But unfortunately he ha¢ voted in the Democracic primary,
and that disqualified him. And we tried to get Pappy--well, the

morning that the committee was meeting, as a last resort we went

out to see W, Lee O'Daniel, who is commonly called Pappy O'Daniel.

ARG: Yas.

INGRAHAM: A Kansan, native Kansan.

BURG: And a character, I understand.
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PORTER: He was, Where he got the name “"Pappy"™, he sold floar
on the radic and always ended, “"Please pass the biscuits, pappy.”
And that's how he got that name. And he had gone to the Senate,
and he had just decided that he would not run for reelection.

S50 we went out—=-= -

IMGRAHAM: He went to the Senate as a Democrat.

BURG: Right, uh-huh.

FORTER: We went out to hia farm, which was aboat fifteen miles

out of Fort Worth, had guite a visit with him,

INGRAHAM: Right out near where you were born. How far from your

birthplace?

PORTER: It was two or three miles.

INGRAHAM: Yeah.

PORTER: But we could not get him to agree to come back and run
for the Senate, He said, "well, if I'd have wanted to stay in

the Senate, I'd have run for reelection."”
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INGRAHAM: He knew hism time was up.
BURG: I aee.

PORTER: S0 we got back to Fort Worth, and they prevailed upon me
to take the nomination, which I did. And that's the only pol-

itical race I ever made, and it only lasted about six weeks.

BURG: Uh-huh. Ih Fl\l
PORTER: I got about a third of the vote and I was--

INGRAHAM: I can give it to you exactly if vou want it.

BURG: Let's have it. It was a very good showling for a Texas Re-
publican at that time, wasn't it? A third, say, thirty-three per-

cent of the vota?

PORTER: I think it was one of the best showings that was ever made.

BURG: I would think so.

PORTER: The Jucge can tell you that, too.
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BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER: I did accomplish this: I put Lyndon to campaigning. And

subsequent events proved I wasn't running againat an amateur.

BURG: Yes, yes, that's right. You had him running a little scared,

though.

PORTER: Yeah, he started campaigning. I remember, he said he
éidn't anderstand why he had to run twice for the place. The

Democratic nomination up to that time was tantemouant to election.

BURG: Yes. And having edged out Stevens, why, he had sort of

hoped that that was the last drain on his war chest.

PORTER: Stevenson.

BURG: Or Stevenson ratcher, yes.

PCRTER: Yeah, he thought he was through when he got the nomination.

INGRAHAM: Which had always been the case.
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PORTER: But I--

BURG: Yes.

PORTER:-~I had support. Well, I remember the Houston Chronicle
and pallas NMews both supported me. And I made & very active cam-
palgn, We had no TV then; if we'd have had TV, why, it would
possibly have been different--all we had waa radio.

s

Xl
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BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER: And they censored my speeches, which I don't think

they had any right to do, but=-

BURG: What, what kinds of things were they taking out of yoar

speeches at the stationa?

PORTER: Well, for instance, the, they were going to check the
ballots in Duval County, but when they went down there to check

them, they had been burned. That's where the 87 votes--
BURG: Yeah.

PORTER: ~-came from--=Duval and Jim wWells counties-=that defaated
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Stevens. And 1 was aspeaking that night in San Antonio, and the
radio station would not let me mention the burning of those bal-

lots on the state-wide radio.

BURG: Did, did you have the figurea, Judge?

INGRAHAM: I can give you the--

BURG: All right, if I could have that.

INGRARAM : --figures, in 1948 senatorial election in Texasi:Lyndon

Johnson 702, 985, Republican Jack Porter, 349, €65.

BURG: Oh, very good indeed; it's bettar than 33--

PORTER: Yeah.

BURG:--very, very close to, to about half of what he was able to

ran up. Now—-

INGRAHEM: That was more than half.

BURG: Is it more than half?

INGRAHAM: Oh, no, just slightly less than half, excuse me.
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BURG: Yeah. And at that time we can't emphasize that too much--

that' a astonishing for a Republican candidate in this state.

INGRAHAM: 33 percent. Yes, it was.

BURG: Uh-huah, uah-hoh. Now, that, that radio statlon's view, as
they explained it to you, was what? pid they think that they might

be liable if you made a remark like that on the air?

PORTER: Why, of course, it--just before they had read my speech,
and I had added that toit, you see, bat they insisted on reading
every speech I mwade, no matter what radio station it was, Of
course, I think they were violating the law and I probably should

have brought a suit againat the whole works.

BURG: Ever hear that Congressman Johnson's speeches were similarly

being censored?

PORTER: I don't know whether they were or not. Now, Lt was late
in the campaign: it, it was about two--the campaign was about

half through., I think, before he started campaigning any.
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INGRAHRM: Uh-huh.

PORTER: Yes. But I'm confident they didn't censor his, bat T

can't say that with finality.

BURG: Right.

PORTER: But, you see, if I used something like that, then they

would cot me off.

BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER: But if it was todo over again, I'd--first time they tried
it——1'd take them to the courthouse. But I didn't do it because
I1'd have been trying it in four districts with a Democrat dis-

trict judge.

BURG: Right.

PORTER: And I think we had one Republican federal judge in Texas

at that time. That was before you had so many civil rights.

INGRAHAM: We had three then, Jack, or four; we had four then--

oneg in each diatrict.
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PORTER: Oh, that's right, we did have.

INGRAHAM: Yeah.

PORTER: Then they started dying off. I believe when I came in

as national committeeman we only had one, wasn't {t?

INGRAHAM: Well-- Ff{ﬁq‘:ﬂ
¢,

PORTER: Or did we have any--yeah, Judge Kennerly. e

INGRAHAM: No, we had four then. We had Kennerly in this district,
(southern), we had Boynton in the western, Atwell in the northern

and Bryant in the eastern.
PORTER: Well, Bryant was dead when I came--
INGRAHAM: No.

PORTER:——when I came in as national committeeman. Yeah, he'd

already died.

INGRAHAM: You're right, yes.



Judge Ingraham and Mr. Porter, 11-9-72 Page 76

“-PORTER: Yes.

BURG: So this, this gives evidence that by 1950, you were a con-
siderable power, you -ere an effective vote-getter, a force to
be reckoned with in Texas politics. And Mr. Tweifel, though, is

elected as state committeeman, national committeeman. o Vg,
[

=
®

PORTER: Yes, but, when, at the 1950 convention at Galveston, Mr.<
Creager was there--he was ill then. I didn't know it the first
afterncon I was down there, but I found out later, and I believe
he had cirrhosis of the liver, and they knew he was going to die.
And it was the first time that I ever had had to wait to see Mr.
Creager, and I sensed that something was going on, and finally
when I wentin to see him, why, it made Mike Nolte mad as hell, and
I know he come and knocked on the door, and Henry ?weifel went to
answer it, and put him off. And then we had a, we had a very hot
contest there at Galveston on the Galveston County delegates to
the convention, which we finally compromised, but I had been on

the state commitee long encugh and hsard enough contests--they
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had them at every, every state convention--to know that there

was a lot of rigging going on.

BURG: Being done by the old guard, the cold hands in the g

party? jl

PORTER: Yeah. For instance, the county chairman would post a
notice for the county convention and,hell, he might move it

to another place. The precinct chairman would do the same
thing, amd people would get there and try to find ity why, the
convention's already over with: And that came ap all the time.
End it was, it centered largely around who was going to he
postmaster, if a Republican was elected. Now, that was really

in the background of nearly all of them.
BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER: And at this particular county convention in Galveston

County, Mike Nolte came over from San Antonic and attended it.

BURG: This is the younger man, Mr. Porter--Mike Nolte, Jr.?

I think the father had also been active,
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INGRAHAM: I don't know--it was Mike Nolte, not Mike Nolte,
Jr. The Nike Nolte he's speaking of is the son of Eugene

Noli
BURG: Ah, that's the father, all right., [V

PORTER: Well, anyhow, they had this county convention and

there were eleven people inside, counting Mike, and he wasn't

a delegate, he was an advisor. And there were thigy-nine or
forty that they wouldn't let in; they had a policeman guarding
the door. So they held a convention in the county chairman's
yard--that is where the contest developed. In the meantime,
after the 1948 election we had what we called a headquarters com-—
mittee that acted for the state committee between meetings if

something important came up. And I suggested to Mr. Creager that
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we gught to have a committee for two-party government in Texas,
and that I'd like to be chairman of it. And he appointed me
chairman and created the conmittee—-the committee was me. And

I got a lady down here, a former Democrat, Mrs. Thompson, as a
vice-chairman. Well, I had gotten these young people that come
into Texas down there at those chemical plants in Texas City in-
terested in the Republican party, and they were the ones that were

shut out of this county convention.

T
claagy
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BURG: I mee. !
-:':.‘II.I'

PORTER: And that led to a new law in Texas--
INGRAHAM: Which we had to lobby for.
BURG: Uh-huah.

PORTER: After Mr. Creager died that fall, October of '50, we had
had this contest before the state committee for the national com-
mitteeman, and Zwelfel was elected. I called the Judge and Malcolm
McCorguadale, who is now deceased, and Weaver Moore, a former

state senator, a Democrat, bat who was A good personal friend of
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mine, and asked them to meet me at the Bouston Club for lunch.

And--

INCRAHAM : Weaver Moore's deceaged, too.

PORTER: Y+ah, he, he's also deceased. And cne reason I wanted
him, I knew that he could help lobby and also knew how to wrie

the bill-=you know, everybody can'‘t write a bill.

BURG: That's right.

et g L

PORTER: S0 I outlined a law we needed, certainly for the Republican
party--and it would be a special act-—and that was to regquire the
posting of precinct conventions, notices, in &2 promirnent place,

and prohibiting their being moved anywhere else--ewen if the house

burned down, they'd have to hold it on the vacant lot.

INGRAHAM: They'd have to be held in that place at that hoar.

PORTER: And at that hour.

BURG: Provided fines or imprisonment for violation of-=



Judge Ingraham and Mr. Porter, 1l1-9-72 Page 81

PORTER: No, you couldn't go that fr.

INGRAHARM: No.

BUORG: I ses.

PORTER: But it had to Le held--

INGHAHAM: Just went to the validity of the credentials.

PORTER: Yeah. That'd be decided by the credentials committee,
Lf they were in viclation. And then at the county convention--
well, hefore we get to it, it also pprovided that if, if a notice
for a convention in a precinct had not heen posted prior to ten
days before the convention date, the legal day for holding it,
that any gqualified voter could file a notice with the county
clerk that he'd hold that precinct convention at the proper time

and place.

INGRAHAM: Within his precinct--it had to be within the precinct.

PORTER: Yeah.

BURG: Uh-huh.

o Iy

l‘..
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PORTER: And Lf more than one was filed, the first one filed

took precedence.

BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER: And that was, that was to prevent coanty chairmen at the
last minute naming a precinct chairman to hide out s precinct
convention--that's what that was for, Then, it was providec that
the county convention must be held in 2 public building in the

county seat of the county. And proper notices posted.

BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER: Well, that came to be known a2s the Dicker Bill. Dpallas
County had elected a young fellow to the legislature as a Repub-
lican, and he sponsored it in the house, and the dean of the state
senate at that time happened to be a long-time personal friend

of mine, Rudolph Weinert.

BURG: Now, how would he spell his last name, sir?
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BURG: Thank you.

PORTER: He's of German extraction.

INGRAHAM: His wife was for many years the--

PORTER: Oh, that was his sister-in-law.

INGRAHAM: Ch, his sister-in-law was for many years the Democ-

cratic national committeswoman for Texas,

PORTER: Yeah.

IMGRAHAM: Yeah,it was his sister-in-law.

PORTER: Well, anyhow, Weaver Moore and I weant over to see Senator
Weinert, and when we walked in his office he says, "I want to tell
you sc-and-so's right now, I'm not golng to introduce any bill in
the legislatore: my job is to kill billa.” wWell, we outlined it
to him, showed him what Weaver had written and finally we went
across the street for lunch. And during lunch he remarked,

"well, I guess that I could get that bill passed through
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the senate bhefore somebody else could get it out of coomittee.”
S0 he sponsored it. Ir the meantime, I had to go to Washington--
I don't know why, but I did on something. When I got back, I
found out that the Zweifel people were going to make a determined

fight against that bill.

INGRAHAM: and Tweifel had a son-in-law in the Senate at that time.

PORTER: Did he have a son-in-law there? I didn't know that.

INGEAHAM: A. B. Crawfard.

R
i g

PORTER: I didn't know that was his-—— —

INGRAHAM: From Granbury, a states senator.

BURG: I sea,

PORTER: Well, anyhow, I spent two months lobbying for that
kill in Aastin, and finally Weinert told me, "We had a committee
here, you know, and they're going to beat us." And old weinert

adjourned the committee meeting. So I went to work on the com—
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mittee, and finally--in the meantime it had passed the house;
Dicker didn't have any trouble over there. Well, he had a little

tronble, I'd-=-=

INCGRAHMM: Well, the trouble was in the senats,
PORTER: The main trooble was in the senate.

INGRARAM: Used to have thirty-one senstors in this state. |
~|"

g

BURG: Had the Fweffel forces decided to concentrate on the senate-—-

a more manageable-—-

PORTER: They generally do that in Texas.

BURG :——group? Uh-huh.

BORTER: Because lt's smaller.

BURG: Right.

INGRAHAM: And he had a son-in-law in the senate, too, Crawford.

BURG: Ch., yes,

PORTER: Well, anvhow, I got help from various places, and finally
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I told Weinert we were ready to run, and he brought it up, and--

INGRAHMAM: We went over and appeared before the senate committee,

you remember?

PORTER: Yeah.

INGRAHAM: Spent 2 day giving testimony.

PORTER: Oh, yeah. And I think we had to have a two-thirds ma-
ority, becausa we didn't get it out of committee. I'm not sure,

but I know we, we got aboubt two-thirds majority.

INGRAHAM: Uh-huah.

PORTER: And that was passed.

INGRAHAM: That is right. Your reccollection is right.

PORTER: The reason I'm mentioning that, that was an integral

part of the Texas picture at the national convention.

INGRAHAM: They had to comply with that law.
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BURG: Uh-=huh, uh-hah.
PORTER: And then--

BURG: In effect, you had taken away from the Zweifel people a

very powerful weapon, the ability to manipalate the--

PORTER: I had deprived them of the privilege of stealing elec-

tiona——that's what it amoanted to.

BURG: Right. e
3

g

FORTER: If we hadn't have had that law, we could have never waged

the Tezasa conteat,

IRGRAHAM: All handled by the state committee, 2znd it was presumed

that whatever they did was correct; that's the way it used to be,
BURG: 1 see.
PORTER: Bat this--

INGRAHAM: Nobody had-=
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PORTER:-~Lhey had to come out in the open, In the glare of pub-

licity.

BURG: In effect, you had made the Texas Republican party far more

democratic--there was far mor« opportunity for more people,

INGRAHAM: Opened Lt up. el
|.. L

:
7
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BURG: Openecd it up, right.

PORTER: Well, the stage was set by that law. BNow, I think you'd
probably like to know about the first time I ever met General

Eisenhowar.

BURG: I was going to ask how that scquaintship developed--you had

not known him earlier when he was in Texas?

PORTER: Well, he was in Texas--let's see, it was 1949-—he was in
San Antonio anc I went over there on business. Marrs McLean
lived there, and I always called him when I went to town just

like he always called me when he came here. "Oh,"” he says, "I'm
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glad you're in town. I want youa to come on over here; I want to
talk to you." So I went over, and he said, "I was at g dinner
party last night with General Eisenhower," and, he says, "I told
him that in his travels over the country that he ought to get ac-
guainted with prominent Republicans in the various states." And
he says, "He and Joe Frost are coming to my office at eleven
o'clock today, and I want you to stay put. When they get hece
I'm going to suggest that you come over, and I want you to meet
him.* At that time Marrs had given up on Taft; Taft had been cde-
feated the year before. Well, I sat around my room and finally
about twelve o'clock I called Marrs®' secretary, who had worked
for me reviously, and I asked her why I hadn't heard from Marrs.
She says, "I think they're just fixing to break ap, and ha'll
call you just as soon as they do." So in a few minutes Marrs
called me, and he said, "well, it didn't work cut to have you
over, bat you have an sppointment at four o'clock this afternoon
in Bal Mangrum's apartment there in the St. Anthony Hotel with

General Eisenhower." He said, "I'l]l be over there to your room
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at 3:30." So he came over and we went cdown there about two or
three minutea before four, and right on the stroke of the clock
the General walked in. The General was always prompt sbout his

appointments .
BURG: Uh-huh. %

PORTER: Even when he was campaigning, if he was supposed
land at eleven o"clock in a city, if he was ten minutea early,
he'd have them circle and land right on the dot-=-that's how meti-

calons he was about that,

INGRAHAM: Well, I'm sure his military training had some bearing

on thakt.
BURG: I suppose so.

PORTER: I'm sure it <id. Well, anyhow, we had, I thirk, something

like 2 thirty-minate visit, and--now bear in mind, Marrs MclLean

wanted General Eisenhower to be the Republican nominee for President
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at that time; Lt was not antil Taft made his fine race in 1950
that Marrs changed his mind, because he always felt like, I think,
when he died he'd go to Bob Taft instead of heaven. Well, in the
course of the conversation General Elsenhower said, "I don't know
why they aspeculate on my political affiliation, hecause I've heen
2 Republican all of my life.” And I phrased a gquestion--he
showed no desire to be a candidate at the time of this meeting--
but I phrasec a gquestion to him this way: "General, if it develops
that this country imperatively needs a change, would you consent
to rar for President?"™ He said, "Mr. Porter, no man can refuose
to serve hls country in any capacity.” Wwell, I came home that
night-—I've had a lot of experience with human nature in my life-
time--and I told my wife that night that General Eisenhower will

be a candidate for the Republican nomination in 1952,

BURG: You were gure that he could ke lnduced ko run?

PORTER: I knew that the pressure would be put on him, 2nd I also
knew when you once implant that Presidential virus in a man that

it's incarakle.
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BURG: Your eatimate of his position, however, then, waa that it

had not yet been implanted, or did you--

PORTER: Mo, that it had not kut I knew that it would be, that the--
{Interruption) Reel 2
BURG: So your feeling was that it hadn't been, but it would be

by various people throughout the coantry?

PORTER: That's right.

BURG: Now some, some have said--in fact, it's been a fairly common

criticism—-

PORTER: In other words, his answer showed that he could be persuaded,

BURG: Right,

PORTER: And I knew he would be persuaded.

BURG: And in that conversation, you found him in '49 to be Repub-
lican In his sympathies. Some, you see, have thought that he could

have gone either way. Buat as early 25 '49 he was telling you he
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was 8 Republican?

PORTER: Yes, sir.

BURG: Uh-huh.

INGRAHAM: They thought Herbert Hoover could go either way, too.

The Democrats wankted to nominate Herbert Hoover back in 1823.

BURG: Uh-huh. e}

PORTER: I think General Elsenhower could have had the nomination

of either party in '52.

BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER: But he chose to go the--I thnk the Democratic nomination's
been handed to him on 2 silver platter, but he tock the hard,
tough road. Say, I'm going to have to ke excusec a2 minute to go

to that same place--where is it, Joe?

INGRAHAM: Just right in there, and the door on the left, Jack.

BURG: Why don't we tarn this off for a moment?
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INGRAHAM: Just opposite Jack Porter's picture.

{(Intercuption)

BURG :—-—on tape. Judge Ingrazham, while the tape recorder was off,
told me a litte story about Henry 7weifel's presclence in the

1948 election, just bebre the vote was taken.

INGRAHAM: I'm sure I told you about it at the time, Jack. It .Lri-
dicates how politically astute and how perceptive Henry 7weifel
was. You know, everyone thought that Dewey was going to be elected;
Harry Truman didn't have a chance. And about a week before the
election I was on the telephone talking to Henry fweifel. He said,
"Why., Joe," he said, "Harry Truman's going to win." I says, "He
is?" And he said yes. I sald, "why de¢ you say that?" YWhy," he
said, "he gets big crowds every place he goes.™ He said, "I lis-
tened last night, I heard him on the radio and I could hear." He
gsaid,"it wasn't just planted sound}! you could hear the rcar of a
big crowd, cheering him.” And he says, "1 see pictures in the
newspapers and magazines-—every whistle stop he gets big crowds

of people to come down to the train to see him." He saw "Tom
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Dewey is not even campaigning.” He told me that--didn't I tell

you about it at the time?

PORTER: Mo, you didn't.

INCRAHAM: He told me that a week before the 1948 alection.

BURG: Uh-hah, uh=huah.

PORTER: 0Odds were fifteen-to-one on Dewey.

INGRAHAM: Uh-huh.

FORTER: The Las Vegas odds were.

BURG: Yes, I mentioned to the Judge that H. B, Kaltenborn, right
to the very night of dection, was still convinced that Dewey had,
had taken it. Well, when yoa returned fram this meeting, your

first meding with the, with the General in San Antonio, you told
your wife that you were pretty sure the General could be induced

to run, did you also speak to--

PORTER: I didn*t tell her "pretty sure." I said, "He will bLe a
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cendidate for the Republican nomination in 'S52."

BURG: Did you. also express that opinion to Judge Ingraham? Do

you remember?

INGRAHAM: I don't recall that he did. y w%\
3

PORTER: I don't thirk so. o i

INGRAHAM: I was then in the Taft camp--1 was for Taft.

BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER: Now, I had another meeting in 1950 with the General,

the meantime, he had become president of Columbia University.

BURG: Right.

PORTER: And he conceived of an idea--I forget the name of it,

although I gave twenty-five hundred dollars to it.

BURG: American Assembly, sir?

In

PORTER: Yeah. And right 2fter the September--well, right after
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the Republican state convention in 1950, 2 group of us headed by
L. F. McCollum, who was president of Continental 0il Company a2t
the time, flew up to Denver for & golfing party and a visit with

the General in connection with this American [Assembly] fand raising.

BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER: American Assembly fund-raising project. And we went out
to Cherry Hills. The General had an old football knee that troubled

him at cimes—

BURG: Yes, sir.

i

"
PORTER:-~-and I wasn't playing golf at the time, so the others went
ocut to play. While they were out he and I had a visit, and he
made the remark to me, he says, "Jack,; I don't belisve the American
people would vote for 2 general as President.” And I said, "wWell,
that might be a pretty good conclusion ordinarily, but in your

case lt doesn't apply; they'll vote for you."
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BURG: He, he made that statement, Mr. Porter, ouat af the blue,

so to speak?

PORTER: Well, I had, I brought up the subject——

BURG: ALl right.

PORTER:--of his running for President, again, in our gonversation.

BURG: ALl right.

PORTER: Ancd he made that statement. And jest before we left there
1 said, "General, there's going to be a contest for national com-
mitteeman in Texas. This fall awacancy is not doubt going to
sccury; the national committeeman is very ill. And, co you mind

if T announce my support of you for President?" He says, "No,

go ahead,"”

BURG: Now that's in 19507

PORTER: Yes, late, early fall of 1930.

BUBG: Uh-huh.
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INGRAHAM: Before QOctober; Creager died and it was bafore his

death. He died in October.

PORTER: Oh, yeah, but I knew that he had this cirrhosia of the
liver, and it was just a gquestion of time at his age. And I ann-
ounced my support right after I got back. And in the meantime

vweifel had announced his support of Eisanhower,

“Twi P
L

i

INGRAHRM: Uh-huh.

7, i

PORTER: But, after he hecame national committeeman--as 2 matter of
fact, during that contest Marrs McLean came to my office and called
committee members all over the state, asking them to vote for me

for national committeeman.
INGRAHAM: Uh<huh.

PORTER: And then just kefore, a couple or three cays before, the
committee was to meet in Austin to make the decision, Marrs didn't

show up, Didn't hear from him, anything, and he didn't come to
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the meeting, end I knew that he had switched to Taft after Taft's

magnificent showing. This was not long efter that--

INGRAHAM: Uh-~huh.

PORTER:-~the election, I guess it was in late November, something
like that, that he had switched and that Henry Zweifel had agreed

to go with him for Taft.

INGREAHAM: I remember that. (,r %
ll.'l -

4 F
e

PORTER: And--

BURG: Mow Twaifel's brief link-up with the General had not Leen
based on & personal meeting with General Eilsenhower as yvours had,

is that true?
PORTER: I don't think Fweifel ever met the General--
BURG: Uh-huah.

PORTER:--that I know of-=-he could have, but I doubt it. He just

knew that he was popular, and figured that he could be elected.
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But, when Taft made such a8 fine showing, that catapulted him back
inte the picture, and "weifel knew at that time that he could

deliver the Tesas delegation for Taft.

BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER: That was before this new law had passed, see. This ls

irn late 1950,

BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER: Arnd--—

BURG: So he at that time could expect to have a much tighter con-
trol over Repukblican Texans than actually turned ocut to be the

case after the Dicker Bill went through?

PORTER: That'a right.

BURG: May I ask you, sir, what did you see in General Eisenhower?

You h&d met him twice, and you were coming out--you announced your
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support for him--what particularly about the General or his char-

acter was drawing your support?

PORTER: Well, I had read a great deal about him and I had talked

to a numbar of people who knew him personally.

BURG: Do any names come to your mind of those people that you

talked with?

PORTER: Well, one of them was 5id Richardson of Fort Worth, and
Bill Francis here in Houston knew him persocnally, and George

Kirksey, 2 public relations man, a former sportswriter for the
UF or AP, I forget which, had covered him at various gatherings

in Europe and he told me that the guy was a natural--and he was.

BURG: A natural in the sense that he, that he had a personality

that drew people?

PORTER: Had a personality, a human touch.

INGRAHAM: Inspires confidence,
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PORTER: Yeah.

BURG: Uh-huh.

INGRAHAM: Is that what you meant?

PORTER: Yeah. And after losing--Republicans had lost five Presi-

dential elections. I had nrothing whatever against Bob Taft.

BURG: Did you know him, tooc, sir? Had you met him?

PORTER: Yes, I knew him. e

BURG: And you, Loo, had mat him?

INGRAHRM: Yes,

PORTER: Yeah, I knew him. And I had nothing on earth against him.

But I was convinced that General Eisenhower could be elected, and

I was cdubious about Taft being elected.

BURG: Uh-huh. BHad you end the General ever discussed whatever
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Republican principles you may have shared together? Did his views
on, on what had to be done and the methods for doing it pretty

much agree with yours, or did that not arise in your conversations?

PORTER: Well, it didn't arise. Now, we had some correspondence;

a copy of one letter from him is in your files, I understand--

BURG: Yes.

Ey
o
A

PORTER1——about the tidelands, Texas tidelands. &

FORTER: But as a general rule, West Point and the Naval Academy
tarn out damned good citizens, and solid, so I wasn't worried
about the General not standing for sound principles in government.
I wasn't worried about that at all. And I had, I heard him make a

speech, right after that San Antonic meeting he ceme to Houston--

BURG: Uh-=-huah.

PORTER;~--for the annual chamber of commerce meet ing. Mr. Jesse

Jones got him to agree to come here; it was esarly December. And
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when they were going to have it in the Houston Club and so many
people started hollering for tickets, they moved it down to the
Rice Hotel, Crystal Ballroom, and the clamor for tickets was so
great that they finally moved it out to the Collseum, which would

seat about fifteen thousand.
BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER: And so I went out there and heard him speak that night,
and he did a marvelous job, and it was packed to the rafters,
well, that further convinced me that a guy that could pull them

in like that, and make @8 fine speech like he c¢id, could be elected

President of the United States.

BURG: Judge Ingraham, you, too, were here in Houston when that

meeting took place--how did you, 2s a Taft man, feel about this?

INGRAHAM: Oh, I don't know how I felt at the time. I ¢id rot

ettend it,

BURG: Deliberately stayed away from it?
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INGRAHAM: Mo, I don't think I deliberately stayed away. I don't
chink Jesse Jones invited me, and I don't think it, it wasn't pro-

moted as a8 Republican affair; it was--

PFORTER: Chamber of commerce.

INGRAHAM 1——-promoted by the chamber of commerce.

BURG: Uh-huh.

INGRAHAM: It was not &2 Republican function.

BURG: Do you remember any discussions among your friends at that
time about the possibility of General Elsenhower being an opponent

of, of Senator Taft?

INGRAHAM: Oh, yes, it was being discussed in newspapers, magazines,

and by people on the street,

BURG: Was it, was it yvour private opinion that he stood a chence

against Senacor Taft, or how did yoa-=-

INGRAHERM: Yes, I thouoght he did stand a chance,
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BURG: Uh-huah.

INGRAHAM: I thought he presented a serious threat to Taft.

BURG: Yet, I get the impression that not all of your colleagues
were enough concerned that they started any kind of a countermove

in favor of Taft soon erough.

INGRAHRM: HNo.

BURG: Does that square with the facts as you saw tham?

INGRARAM: The Eisenhower movement at that time, as Mr. Porter
said, was sponsored by the chamber of commerce, which is non-pol-
itical, and the Eisenhower movement generally was called a crusade

of people, not a Republican crusade, not a--

BURG: Uh-huh.

INGRAHAM 1~-partisan crusade, but a crugsade. And I was not in the

cCrusade.

BURG: Uh-huh, ah-huh, So afte; after--
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INGRAHAM: I thought that Taft was the best man the R-publicans

had to offer,

BURG: Do you still believe that, too, Judge?

INGRAHAM: No, I do not.

BURG: Uh-huh. Then, that's going to come cukb--

INGRAHAM: I think now, in locking back, I think it would have

been a mistake if Taft had been elected. I was disillusioned

with Taft for many reasons. I think Eisenhower was the best
selection. It was not my view at the time he is speaking of, and
yod will remember--you and I discussed it many times--and Jack
Porter and I were on different sides--I don't think we sver severed

friendship about anything,but--

BURG: Mr. Porter, from time to time--

INGRAHAM1--I"'ve long had the-=-

BURGi--did you try .o do a little convincing, and--
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INGRAHAM :--and one of my law clerks was an ardent supporter of

McGovern in the recent election.

BURG: Yeah.

INGRAHAM: I didn't fall out with him.

BURG: ©Oh, no, no.

INGRAHAM: I don't fall out with anybody.

PORTER: I don‘'t argue politics with people in the first place.

BURG: Uh-huh. Well, that's an interesting point, because it's
come up in my own home state where I've often found that former
Taft people would tell me, 'Now you're going to see so—-and-so,
he was an ardent Dem--, or ardent supporter of the General, and
you'll find him a splendid man. We've been friends for years.'
The rancor was put aside in many, many cases. I can see that

happening.

INGRAHAM: Actually, I died hard: I was a supporter of Taft and
thought he was the man, and it was a, 2 great disillusionment

to me--the things that happened.
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BURG: I see. MNow, what haprened, what happened after that lun-
cheon--when was the next step taken, Mr. Porter? Was it late
‘51 before things really began to move and the General's candi-

dacy was—-—

PORTER: No, I'll--you mean that luncheon ap at Cherry Hills?

BURG: I was thinking of this Houston affair. He was here, he

made a big impression.

PORTER: Oh, that was a dinner at night. That was in late "'49,
And then the visit at Cherry Hills Country Club in Denver was

in early September of 1950.

BURG: Of '50.

PORTER: And-—

BURG: The General went overseas to take the MATO appointment.

PORTER: He took the KATO job, I think, early ‘51, didn't he--

somewhere along there?
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BURG: Or "50: I'm not clear on the precise date.

PORTER: Either late '50 or early, early "5l--

BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER;--along in there. And I remember, I wrote him a letter
and told him that he had been given a tough assignment, in my
opinion, and in the event of failure, please be sure ard handle

it to where 1t didn't reflect on him,

BURG: Oh, ho! I sees,

PORTER; Let Mr. Truman have the blame.

BURG: I see.

PORTER: And, but it was a success; he set it ap.

BURG: Did, dié you get a response to that letter of advice to him?

PORTER: Why, 1I'd have to loock through my files to see, now,

BURG: We can, we can check that out.
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PORTER: It didn't regulre a response. I doubt 1if I had one from

him, but vou can check your files.

BURG: That was an interesting letter for you to write at that

particular time.

PORTER: In the early fall of '51 I took a trip, my wife and I

did. Wwe flew to Cleveland and had our car and driver meet us
there, and in the meantime Dave Ingalls had called me and asked

me to, said he wanted to see me. And I said, 'Well, Dave, I'm
going to be in Cleveland such and such a date.' And. soc he met

us 2t the airport and tock us out to his beautiful suburban home
for lunch., Then he went to work on me trying to tell me that
ceneral Eisenhower's health wasn't good, that he wasn't going to
run, anyhow., And I tbld him, I says, "Dave, I don't think there's
anything wrong with his health, anéd I am certain he will be a can-
didata" We made our trip down the S5t. Lawrence, back down through
Maine. Ancd Senator Brewster had been our house guest here in
Houston and invited us to stop and spend the night with him and

his wife in Maine, which we did, and after dinner, why, he brought



Judge Ingraham and Mr. Porter, 11-3-72, Reel 2 Page 111

4p the subject. I made my speech on General Eisenhower, I got
through, and he said, "Now, Jack, can I talk about Taft now?"®
Ané he made his speech on Taft. But our difference never affected

our friendship.

BURG: Uh~huah.

INGRAHAM: I knew Senator Brewster.

BURG: 1 see.

PORTER: What was his given name? TI've forgotten.

INGRAHAM : Owen.

PORTER: Owen Brewster, yeah. I remember one thing: you know, he
was a devout prohibitionist, and I knew we wouldn't be served a
highball, so when we went to our room we pulled out a bottle and
had & drink or two. And I'm sure the Senator and Mrs. Brewster

probably smelled it--I don't know.
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BURG: Well, they just put it dowm to Texas foresight, probably.

PORTER: Yeah. Then we go on to Boston, and I called Sinclair

Weeks, whom I had met several years previocusly,.
BURG: Uh-hah. . §

PORTER: And, well, he says, "What are ¥you going to do today?" And
I said, "well, we're going to do some sightseeing.” "well, I'm
going to send & man over to take you sightseeing, and have Janie
join you." That was his wife, "Then we're going to want you

out to the apartment for dinner tonight." So we did a good deal
of sightseeing that day, and we went out there for dinner, and of
course Presidential politics came up. And Sinclair hadn't made
any commitment or indication of how he felt, I again made my
Eisenhower speech, and he, he either was for Eisenhower or made

4p his mind later because he was very prominent in the--
BURG: Right,

PORTER:--Eisenhower campaign,
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BURG: Yes, he certainly was.

PORTER: And, bless his heart, he was a fine man; we stayed thxh_ﬂ
touch with each other until he died. And he was very prominent

at Chicago. Well, the 1lid blew off in Texas around November of
1951. At that time, Dewey, Tom Dewey, wanted a2 fellow name of
Dick Wall in Dallas, this public relations man for a drug firm

who had been one of his supporters, to head the Eisenhower cam-
paign ir Texas. Well, Dewey was, and Senator [Tames] Duff, and
Senator [Henry Cabot] Lodge were all a kind of a campaign commit-
tee, there--self-appointed. S0 I invited Sem tor Duff to come to
Texas--I had met him once before when he'd come down at my reguest,
in the winter of °'51, at & Lincoln Day dinner for the Republican
party. And, so he came down--I had arranged a schedule--and when
he lanced I'd had a message from his executive assistant, says
*Have the senator call me before he talks to the press.” S0 I
delivered it, and he went right straight to a telephone at the
airport and called, and it developed that General Eisenhower had
been back to Washington to report on his activities in the immedi-

ate time before Senator Duff left washington to come to Texas.
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And what his secretary wanted to tell him was that General Eisen-

hower had tried to call him that morning by telephone--

BURG: I aee.

PORTER:--which was rather significant. And, so he hadn't any
more than croassed the Sabine River by air--that's the boundary
between Texas and Louisiana--and Henry Pwei-fel let go with a
blast about his coming to Texas-and interfering in the party's
polities, and announcing his support of Taft--7weifel's support

ocf Tafc.

BURG: What triggered Fweifel off? Did you ever figure out?

PORTER; Well, he had found cut that, that Duff was coming to Texas,
and Duff was very popular at that time--former governor of Pennsyl-
vania, and a new senator. He knew I was bringing in some big guns.
And he evidently thought he couald belittle Duff and counter what

effect he might have on that trip.

BURG: But, Mr. Porter, had, had you any reason to think that Duff
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was pro—-Eisenhower, and that bringing Duff here was--

PORTER: I knew Duff was pro-Eisenhower,

BURG: Uh-huh,

PORTER: That's the reason I brought him here: I knew he was,

BURG: I see, ;. 3|

PORTER: We had discussed it the previous winter, when he was here

to 2ddress this Lincoln Day dinner.

BURG: All right.

PORTER: And, S0, up to that time, Zweifel was trying to play it
cozy. He had not really come cut for Taft. He even got people
to believe that he was for Eisenhower, and he tried to make it

appear that puff's visit to Texas in the fall of 'S5l had helped
him make up his mind which way he was going. Of course, I knew

he had made up his mind a year before--that he was going for Taft--

BURG :Uh-huh.
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PORTER;-—-, 283 I told you a while ago. And every pla ce we went,
we had--for Republican gatherings in those days--wa had very

enthmiastic receptions.

INGRAHAM: Yes.

PORTER:--in the fall of '5l.

AT
-\.J|I-r"‘

e

INGRAHAM: Yeah.
BURG: Mow, fall, fall of ‘51, sir, or was this February of '5l.
INGRAHAM: Fall.

PORTER: He was here in February of 'S5l to address the Lincoln

Day Dinner.

BURG: Right.

PORTER: He came at my reguest.
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pURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER: And than—-=

BURG: He returns sgain in——

PORTER:1--he came again in the fall--

BURG: I see.

PORTER: --of '51.

BURG: And it's in the—-

[NGRAHAM: That's the time we went oat to Fredericksburg.
PORTER: That's right. We went to, didn‘t we go to Mchllen,
INGRAHAM: I did not go to Mchllen.

PORTER: Ho, and we went to San Antonio.

{NGRAHAM: San Antonio and Fredericksburg, Yyes.

113

oo ?
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PORTER: Fredericksburg and Midland.

INGRAHAM: Uh-huah.

PORTER: I think we went to Midland.

INGRAHAM: I did not go to Midland or McAllen. I went to S5an

Antonioc and Fredericksburg--=

PORTER: Yeah.

INGRAHAM:--it was on the same trip.

BURG: Yeah. So it's the fall of '51 that Mr. weifel--
(Interruption)

PORTER: There's one thing I failed to mention--that when I re-
turned from our trip to Capada and the Northeast in ‘51, a lady

in Dallas had set up an Eisenhower headguarters while I was gone.

And that was Allie May Currie, Judge.

INGRAHAM: Uh-huh.

BURG: Well, this was the situation where at the state fair she
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had some kind of a booth?

PORTER: I think so.

INGRAHAM: Uh-huh.

BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER: And, so, in early January I arranged to set up--that was
Januvary of '52--a state headguarters in Dallas for Eisenhower,
And, so, as late as that Tom Dewey still was not sold on me to

handle the campaign, and wanted Dick wWall to handle it,

BURG: Had you and Governor Dewey met, Mr. Porter?

PORTER: Never had. I never met him until we got toc Chicago.

PORTER: But I called him and told him I'd like for him to send
some of them--come down for the opening of this headguarters,
And, what's the fellow's name that later became an ambassador to
Guatemala or somewhera down there--cut it off.

(Interruption)
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PORTER: They sent Bill Pheiffer [?] down, and Bill called me--

I met him in Port Worth. And, so he told me, he said, "Mow, I've
got to talk to Dick wall.” “wWell," I said, "you can talk to him
after we open this headquarters, Bill. You were sent down here
to appear on that radio program, where we're opening that head-
quarters, and you can just make an appointment to talk to Bill
afterwards,"” I said,--I mean Dick wall. T says, "As a matter of
fact, Dick wall is Henry Zweifel's man, and has made a trade with
Zweifel that he will get elight Eisenhower delegates and thirty
will go to Taft." So he went ahead very graciously and appeared
on the program. And then we went on cver to the Adolphus Hotal
to his suite--Dick Wall was waiting on us--and we went in there
and we're visiting, and the telephone rang. And Bill sensed
that it was a little awkward for Dick to talk at the time, and

S0 we excused ourselves and when we got throagh, dummylike,he
said, "That was Henry Zweifel calling me--wanted to know if I was

gdng to have a part in the campaign.”

BURG: Dick wWall said this?

PORTER: Yea.
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BURG: To you two gentlemen.

PORTER: Yeah. So, Dick wanted fifteen thousand dollars to work
in the campaign, and I didn't think we needed him in the first
place. And so, it wound up, why--if he had any part in the cam-
paign, I don't know what it was, as far as General Eisenhower was
concerned. Bat anyhow, I said, "Now, Bill, are yoa satisfied that
what I told you is right?" He says, "I'm perfectly satisfied,"®
And that was the end of my troubles with Governor Dewey up there.
And, then after that, we had Cabot Lodge here in Houston for
breakfast, and--my mind is not clear on why we had him, but it

was some angle to the campaign.

BURG: You do recollect that you had invited him, he did--

PORTER: Yesg.

BURG:--not voluntarily come down here.

PORTER: Mo, I invited him to come down. I think, probably, it was

so he'd be satisfied. There'd been some friction between Senator
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puff and Lodge and Dewey over my handling the campaign in Texas,

and I wanted to get him satisfied,

BURG: Did they think that you were relatively inexperienced for,
for that particular job? Did they ever make it clear why they

were dissatisfied?

PORTER: I don't think that it was that; I think it was they

wanted to cinch those eight votes--I think that was it.

BURG: At that point, then, Mr. Porter, you believe that they were,
they were willing to settle for only eight, and not the thirty-

eight?

FORTER: I'll die believing Tom Dewey was ready to settle for eight

vyotes in Texas.

INGRAHAM: He had never been able to get any in Texas.

BURG: Thank you for that. That's probably a darned good explana-

tin of it. Eight loocked pretty big.

PORTER: Then, we started setting up headguarters all over Lhe

atate--we had one right downtown, here, lrn BHBouston. Getting vol-
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anteers was no problem at all.

BURG: Who were key people at that point in the affair, Mr. Porter--

the pecple that you were depending on heawvily?

PORTER: Well, Bill Francis and John Blaffer started as co-
finance chairmen for the state to raise money-—-youa know, it takes

lots of money to ran these things.

BURG: And you were not getting money from the state Republican

organization?

PORTER: Oh, they didn't have any. You had to raise your own

money.

m I'CI' .Kl I-. &
Vi

| -

PORTER: But I wouldn't have got it if they had, becauae they were

with Fweifel for Taft.

BURG: Right.
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PORTER: But, finally, John had to go somewhere, or something,
Anyhow, Bill just took over fully as atate finance chalrman, and
he did a fine job of raising money and at the same time recruiting

supporters in doing it.

BURG: Is it your recollection, sir, that the money came from a

varidy of sources?

PORTER: Oh, yes, yes. I wouldn't think a thousand would cover
it, thousand pecple., It came from lots of sources, and all

sizes.

BURG: I see. S0 everything from small donors--

PORTER: Dollar on up.

BURG: Uh-=huh. And from cattle interests and oil people and the

various factions within, within Texas?

PORTER: It was a good cross-section of the people of Texas,
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BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER; And then we, we had this commlittee meeting, atate com-
mittee meeting, again in Fort Worth--I gueas because it was

convenient to Henry Tweifel.

INGRAEAM: That's where he called it.

PORTER: Yeah.

BURG: Uh-huh. o g,
INGRAHAM: That was in February of '52, %

PORTER: Yeah. So they brought ap this resclution or rule that
each person that participated in the Republican precinct, county
and state convention must sign a pledge that, stating, 'I am a
Republican, and I will vote Republican and support the Republican
party throughout this year.' The year of 1951. Well, I knew
they wanted it} they'd cocked it up. BSo to assure its passage

and adoption, I, with tongue in cheek, opposed it. Because I
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thought they were digging their own grave when they passed it,
If I had supported Lt, they might have had second thoughts and

changed it. 5o it passed about two to one.

BURG: Was any surprise indicated, Mr. Porter, when you, when you

opposed, or was that pretty much what they expected you to do?

PORTER; Well, they may have ewpected it--I dort know--hut they
thought they were pulling a smart political move that would keep
a2 lot of Eisenhower supporters out of the precinct conventions--

that's what they thought it would do.

BURG: Were you forewarned about this, or-— :\
PORTER: Mo, I didn't know it urtdl it was brought up.

BURG:~-came As a surprise to you.

PORTER: But it struck me at the time as just made to order for
us, because I knew it wouldn't keep anybody cut of those precinct

conventions-<but they thought it would.

BURG: Uh-huh.
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PORTER: And, so they paased that, and at that same meeting Mra.

Irene Osborne, who is dead now--—

BURG: May I have the spelling of her last name, sir?

PORTER; (O=-g8=-b=g=C=n=.

BURG: All right.

IHNGRAHAM: Well, I want to say thia about Mrs. Osborne: I knew
her well, and I know her husband, who still livea. He spelled
lt with six letters, O-s-b—o-r-rn; she spallec it with seven,

with an & on the end,

BURG: I see., A little piece of women's lib—

INGRAHAM: I guess so--

EURG:——earlier than--

INGRAHAM :——now, that was the only claim she had to the name was

through her husband, and he spelled it one way and she spelled
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it another way. bDid you know that, Jack?

PORTER: Mo, I didn't know that.

IRGRAHRM: Yeah.

BURG: Now, were yu present at that meeting--

INGRAHAM: No.

BURG1-—Judge? Did you, when you heard about that pledge, did you

agree with it as a, a move that seemed raticonal to you?

o

INGRAHAM: I don't recall that I disagreed with it.

" |

BURG: Uh-~huh, uh-huh, Of course, it's still a little early to
know what was going to happen in those precincts throughout Texas.

All right, now--

PORTER: Well, getting back to Mras. Osborne, she had a visit with
gweifel after that meeting, and she came back and told me, she

said, "Mr. Zweifel told me that they are going to boltevery con-



Judge Ingraham and Mr. Porter, 11-9-72 Reel 2 Page 131

vention, precinct oconvention and county convention, in which

they should be gutvoted.*®

BURG: 5S¢ they could see some handwriting, perhaps, on the wall

fairly early?

PORTER: Yeah. Well,I'll tell you another interesting thing
about that. Senator Taft--Judge Ingraham as county chairman
staged a magnificent rally for him in Houston down in the audi-
torium--and he came down, and late, about six o'clock in the
afternoon, he called me. It was, I think, at the suggestion

of Mra. Osborne or somebody else--there were two women involved;

I know Irene was one of them. Thay had asked him if he--
INGRAHAM: Thelma Martin. | &

PORTER: Yeah. Now, I had attended a luncheon that day for him
at the Rice Hotel, and, bat they thought he ocught to have a trlk
with me. He called me and I said, "Well, Senator?" He sald he'd

like to see me and I said, "Well,you just say when and I'll be
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there." I said, "No, I'm not feeling toogood, I'm not coming

to the rally, but I can come down right now." "Well," he said,
“I've got to go over to the Tejas Club for dinner with the Yale
Club.® And I said, "Well, how about after the rally?" He said,
"That'll be fine." I sald, "wWwell, my office is right there in
the Rice Hotel"; I gave him the room number. "I will be there
waiting to hear from you, when you get back to the hotel." well,
promptly when he got back, one of his aides called me and sa id,
"There's a lot of pecple milling around up here and coming in,
How about the Senator just coming down to your office?” And I
said, “"That'll be fine." About two minutes, a knock con the door,
and he came in and we visited about thirty minates. And I told
him what they were planning te do about voting these conventions.
And I said, "Senator, General Eisenhower is more popular in Texas
than you are, in my opinion, and he's going to outdraw you at
these precinct conventions, and if they do that, if they bolt, it's
not only going to hurt you in Texas but it's going to hurt you

all over the nation. And I think you ought to call them off on
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that.” Wwell, bless his heart, he wanted to be President so bad,
he said, "Jack, I can't interfere in the internal affairs of the
party within a state.” In other words, in a nice, gentlemanly
way he told me, 'I want those delegates, if I can get them any

way., '

BURG: Yes, because he could have made his wishes known.

PORTER: Yesn.

BURG: Had he wanted to. Was this a private conversation, Mr.

Porter--just the two of you pesent?

PORTER: Ob, yves, ust the two of us.

BUORG: Yis.

PORTER: And—=-=

BURG: How did you react to that answer he gave you? Did you say

anything, or--
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PORTER: Well, no, I, I had soid all I; all I could., I had told
him what I thought he ought to do, and he told me he couldn't

do Lt in that way.

BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER: And that terminated the conversation.

BURG: It's, it's interesting to me, sir, that, in effect, you
were telling a very strong opponent precisely what was going to
happen, and that opponent wasa telling you that he was going to

ionore what you expected to happen.

PORTER: Well, he, he-- >

BURG: You were both very candid with one another.

PORTER: Yeah. And now the Jadge can tell you -omething about the
other maneuverings in connection with that thing--about

visitors he had down here as county chairman, about the wvoting.

BURG: Is it in this period, Judge, that you began to cool off

towarda Mr, Taft?

-
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INGRAHAM: Well, the period he's speaking of ils-~

PORTER: The Judge never did cool off, he was—-

INGRAHAM : -~when the planned vote first began to anfold,

PORTER: He went to Chicago as a Taft delegate.

INGRAHAM: My cooling off was a long procesa. I finally went
to Chicago as 2 Taft delegate on the Porter delegation. Taft
had won squarely five delegates in Texas, and Porter's posi-
tion was, ‘wWe'll claim the delegates we won! we'll concede those
we lost,' and I ended up as a delegate on the Porter delegation,

which was finally seated., A Taft delegate on the Porter delegation.

BURG: You were one of five--

INGRAHAM: Yes,

BURG:--Taft people on that, on the Porter delegation.

INGRAHRM: Yes, sir,
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BURG: Bat you had brought down here to aid the Senator's cam-

paign other people? 1Is this what Mr. Porter was mentioning?

INGRAHAM: I did rot bring anyone here, no. I was here and other
people came. I was the county chairman in this, the largest

county in the state,population-wise.

BURG: Uh-=huh.

INGRAHMRM: We boasted then--of course, Houston has grown so much
since then--bat at that time, Harris County had a population

greater than thirteen individual states.

BORG: I see,

INGRAHAM: According to the 1950 census, Barris County, where
wé now sit, then had a population greater than thirteen individ-

ual states. It would be many more now--

BURG: Right.

INGRAHAM :-=-Houston has grown sc much since then.
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BURG: Right. Can you tell me who, for example, came into Houston
supporting Taft--people that you met and, I would assume, intro-

daced around=-—

INGRAHAM: From what's been sald, I've been focusec into the pll'r;'a___
to bolt, and I can tell you where I firat learned of that. It

was ir Februoary 1952--I think it was after the Fort Worth commit-
tee meeting--1 got a call from Marrs McLean of San Antonio, who
was then definitely a Taft man. He said, "Joe, Ben Tate is going
to he here.” And he said, "We want to come over to Houston and

we want to talk to a small group of people who are for Taft--

not & big meeting at all, just 2 small meeting." And do you

know who Ben Tate was?
BURG: One of the top advisors of Mr. Ingalls for the Taft--

INGRAHAM: Ben Tate was from Cincinnati, Ohlio, which was Senator

Taft's home town, and he was a8 strong man in Republican affairs

in Chio.

PORTER: He was his chief finance man.
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T E—
INGRAHAM: Yes.
BURG: 1 see, that's the position he held All righe,
INGRAHAM: S50 McLean and Tate came over from San Antonio,
= e

had 2 meeting in Lloyd Smith's office, & ttended by only #£5 ,
-

people, McLean, Tate, Smith, Dick Burns, a Hous ton lawye »— _
myself. That was the first time I heard of Lolting, Ta t- o :‘-‘::
"Now," he said, "we worked out a program,~ he Says, “"we wei 13 ¥ ‘
2 Taft delegation.” He said, "The national cCommittee is for Tﬁﬁ
and they'll support us when we get to Chicagoe." And he B i_{.:,' #*

L] Th

plan is, that--and you pass the word down—-in &ny precinct ir =
Wi

i
the Taft supporters are cutvoted, they will bolt and holg - =
“I'I:;-_-,

convention, and they will be seated at the state convention
n

Mineral wWells, And if there is a contest there, the Taft p-upl
a3

will be seated at the national convention in Chicago."
BURG: Signed, sealed, and delivered, Judge.

INGRAHAM: Yes. 5o I had been working in the cause for a long tim
.i

and it had always been that we threw out the irvitation--ig hae



Judge Ingraham . Mr. Porter, 1ll-5-72 Reel 2 Page 138
INGRAHAM: Yen.
BURG: I see, that's the position he held. All right.

INGRAFAM: So McLean and Tate came cver from San Antonic, and we
had a meeting in Lloyd Smith's office, attended by only five
people, McLean, Tate, Smith, Dick Burns, 2 Houaston lawyer, and
myself. That was the first time I heard of hn;.timg. Tate said,
“Mow." he said, "we worked out a program," he says, "we wili have
a Taft delegation.” He said, "The national committee is for Taft,
and they'll support us when we get to Chicago."” And he saic, "The
plan is,that--and yoa pass the word down--in any precipct in which
the Taft supporters are outvoted, they will bolt and Lold a rump
convention, and they will be seated at the state conveintion in
Mineral Wells, And if there is a contest there, the Taf ¢ people

will be seated at the national convention in Chicago."®
BURG: Signed, aealed, and delivered, Juuge,

INGRAHAM: Yes. So I had been working in the cause for a long time,

and it had always been that we threw out the invitation--we had
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been inviting disenchanted Democrats for years to join us. And
I said, "well, Mr. Tate,” I said, "I'm the county chairman." I
said, "I want everybody to come in and participate who will."
I said, "I'm the son of a Campbellite preacher, and we never

turned away anybody."

BURG: Uh-huh.

INGRAHAM: And I said, "I don't think I would subscribe to a
preconceived plan of bolting." 6 "Oh," Marrs said, "its the thing

to do." And Marra McLean got mad, and--=

BURG: With you?

INGRAHAM: Yes. And he-—that was his character, wasn't it?

PORTER: Yeah.

INGRAHAM: So he said, "well, Joe, you've got to do this." I said,
"No, I won't.* I said, "I hold a quasi-public office, as county

chairman of the party." I said, "It's my duty to arrange for and
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to hold precinct conventions, and the county convention, and I

want them, I want it done openly and squarely."

BURG: And you had the Dicker Law to--

INGRAHAM: Yes.

BURG:--assist in doing that.

INGRAHAM: And I, I finally, I said, "I will not bolt." e
And Burns said he would not. Now Burns wae & very dedicated
Taft man, and he got mad at me--he got mad at so many people--but

he did not bolt.

PORTER: Mo, he didn't, I know he cidn't.

BURG: This was probably also true of Mr. Currie.

PORTER: Well, he lived in Dallas.

BURG: Right. But it seems to me that Mr. Currie was in, pat in
kind of the same sort of position--a2 Taft man who was willing

to go along with what the majority Republicans--
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INGRAHAM: I think he went over to Eisenhower hefore I didf I'm

not aure. His wife was for Eisenhower.

PORTER: Yeah, she was Dwight all the way.

BURG: Which waa an amusing situation with the two points of view.

INGRAHAM: I krew several instances--you know, I mentioned Thelma
Martin. Thelma Martin was for Taft, and John Martin, her husband,

was for Eisenlower. I knew several cases that way--

BURG: Right.

INGRAHAM : —-whera the husband and wife were divided.

BURG: Mow, this, thls meeting of five people-—your position must

have bothered them, botherec Tate, and others, very much.

INGRAHAM: Well, it bothered me. I said, "Bo," I said, "I will

not bolt.” I said, "I hold a guasi-public positiomn,* and I said,
“we have for years invited disenchanted Democrats to come and join
us.* And I said, "I don't plan to turn away anyone who comes."”

And I told Jack Porter, I said, "You come and participate, and it's
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just like being baptized; you'll be & Republican.”

BURG: Uh-hah. Having made that decision to come, that was--
INGFRAHRM: Yes.

BURG:--all that it took as far as you were concerned.

INGRAHAM: Then, following that, in the June following--

BURG: Forgive me, but did that meeting then break up on that note,

with you adamant in your pnnitiﬁn?
INGRAHRM: Yes.

BURG: And was there any, any indication of what their actions
might be, since they now knew that the chairman of one of the

largest counties was going to play it a particular way?

INGRARAM: Yes, it soon began to form up. They then began to
ignore me, and they dealt through Carl Stearns and Mrs. Stearrms.
And they were, they sort of headed up--Mrs. Stearns was the na-

tional committeewomar then--they sort of headed up the program
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to bolt precinct and county conventions., Both Stearns and Mrs.

Stearna are now deceaged,

BURG: Mow, Mr. Porter, you were right here in Houston--did you

know that this had occurred?
PCRTER: I didn't know about that meeting., no.

BURG: And you did not tell Mr. Porter aboat this?

N L
o -%
t.
_i.;;l.

INGRAHAM: I don't remember that I did or didn't.

BURG: Because here was an opportunity for you, Mr. Porter, had
you knpwn abouat it. If Judge Ingraham's position was golng to

be as he told these four people at the meeting, this was, it

seems to me, a splendid opportunity for you, but you simply didn't

know that this had occurred?

PORTER: No.

INGRAHAM: You leapned of it somewhere along the line.
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PORTER: Yeah, but I think it was later; I don't think I knew it

before the convention.

INGRNHAM: I don't think I saild anything to anyone about it. I
told them, I said, "No, I will not participate in any preconceived--"
My position was that Taft is & popular man and should be promotec

as a papular candidate, and he should, if he ls so promoted, he

will win.

BURG: You had taken your stand, by the way--

INGRAHAM: I can't, and you can't say that I'm wrong, because it

was never tried.

BURG: Right. You took your position in this meeting after Senator

Taft had heen here-=-the time that you had talked with him.

PORTER: Mo, I think that was the time before Senator Taft had

been here, wasn't L1c7?

INGRAHAM: It was, yes, that was a month before his visit here

in March.
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BORG: Well, then, did Senator Taft-—-

INGRAHAM: What I'm speaking of happened late in February, and

then he was here aboutearly in March.

PORTER: I think [t was the firat of March.

e

INGRAHAM: Two or three weeks later--the ninth is my recollection.
PORTER: Was it? Well, somewhere in there.

BURG: Wall, did the Senator then come to youa, perhaps on the advice

of Mr. Tate, to talk with you and see if he could ghange your mind?

INGRAHAM: Well, I went over and talked to him, and we didn't

discuss that subject, no.
BURG: Oh, you didn't!

INGRAHAM: I don't recall that we did. I did go over and see him,

and I found him rather cool at that time.

BURG: Just not his-=
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INGRAHAM: I want to say now that, as far as I know, from my

knowldge,Tate was the man who originated the idea to bolt pre-
cinct and county conventions. He may have gotten it from some-
me else, but as far as ]I know that was the plan. I got it from

Tate, and Marrs McLean wanted to do ikE.

BURG: So you, yod couldn't really tell from your conversation
with the Semnator whether the Senator knew what was proposed here,
although when he talked with you, Mr. Porter, he, he was in-
dicating to you in an-indirect ';-!I]r that he was going to take the

delegates one way or another?
PORTER: Well, he indicated he wanted the delegates. 4

BURG: That he wanted them. And yet when he talked to you, al-
though your position was by then plain, had been for two weaks,

it never came up in your conversation with him.

INGRAHAM: I want to tell you this: when Taft appeared here, I

had arranged, I got the auditorium, which seats, which then
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saated four thousand five hundred people, and with standing room
taken ap they could accommodate two thousand more. I had rented
the coliseum for Taft to speak, and I also arranged a luncheon
that day at the Rice Hotel. We had nine handred at the luncheon--
everybody paid for his lanch--and ¥weifel called me and he said,
"Joe, I understand you're going to have the Senator at the audi-
torimm.® I said, *“That's right.* ®“0Oh, you're making 2 big mis-
take, you're making a kbig mistake." He saild. "Political psychology
works this way: have them in a room that will be fall of people
standing.” He says, "Empty seats is bad psychology." And he says,
“You won't £ill aup the auditorium.* I said, "Yes, Henry, I think
we will.” He says, "You have him in 2 hotel tallrocom, and with
invitation, and have the place crowded and teeming with people."”
We had him in the auditorium. They were, every aeat was fuall,

we had two thousard people standing. And that's the reason I

say that he could have been promoted as a popular candidate,

BURG: That's aatonishing!
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INGRAHAM: He epppeared the next night in Dallas in 2 hotel bLall-

room, admission by inwitation only--you get that?

BURG: Indeed, indeed! Did yoa have that at the same--

INGRAHAM1 I'm saying——

BURG:--place where Mr. Porter had had the General?

PORTER: Mo, he was in the coliseam. The dd auditorium is down

here where Jones Hall is--you're not familisr with that, are you?

BORG: Mo, I'm not, sir.

PORTER: And it was for sporting events and wrestling matches--

INGRAHAM 1 Symphony concerts.

PORTER:——and one thing and another, yeah.

¥
Sl

INGRAHAM: Political rallies.

BURG: So, Judge, your impression at that time was that perchaps
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aome of those atroncly supporting Me, Taft were arderestimetirg

his urawing power.

INGRAHAM: And, he hac & man with him ramed Jack Martin from ohic,
who was ore of his ménagers. Martin tolc me, he =saic, "This ‘s
the biggest rally Taft has had any place in the couitry."” You

werer 't Lrn on that!

PORTER: No.

(Interruptior)

BURG: That causes me to ask both you geriemen, Was this Lneptness,
wag this @ kind of political ineptresas in the hanclirg of the

Serator's campaig:?

INGRAHAM: I think it was their old way of hancling politics in
Chio--just get control of the conventlon, ard on the, with the
azsurance of whan the celegates are challenged we'll see that gur
celegates are given the crecentials, and rot the other aside.

That was the old way ol coing it, and Lt's the wrong way.,
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BURG: One gets the impression, then, that there was a popular wave
coming--Mr, Porter leading that wave--—-and it was about to inundate

the Taft forces here, and they--

INGRAHRM: But on the ninth of March there was a popular wave for

Taft.

BURG: Which could have--

INGRAHMM: Now, you know that, Jack.

PORTER: Yeah.

BURG1--could have heen exploited?

INGRAHAM: Sure.

BURG: But it wasn't.

PORTER: But--—

INGRAHAM: I'm not--—
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PORTER:;--7w=i fel was of the old school, and I don't imagine that,
other thar a national convention, he had ever seen as many Repub-

licans or people at & Republican gathering as you had in Houston.

IRGRAHAM: He wasa here and he told me, he said, "wWell, Joe, I

don't know how you did it, bat.* he said, "you sure got them out."®

BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER: well, all you had to do was let them know he was coming

and where he was going to bhe,

INGRAHAM: Publicize iIt. Got the newspaper to pablish Lk,

BURGs This, then. harks back to what both of you have indicated
earlier in the interview--that you were not sure that he waa the

man to build a large and 2 strong Republican parkty here.

INGRAHAM: A=z things happerned from then on, I began to see that he
was not the man, and I finally became disillusioned with Taft.
I had thought for years that he was--he had the image of "Mr.

Republican," and I thought he was the man to lead the Republican
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ra1se, And iL's rot the first time I've teer wrongs I've Leen

wrong about a lot of thinga,

BURG: Sc that krlngs us up falrly close, then, to the, the ore-
cinct meetings, the Presidential preclret meecings., You. at
this point in time, are going to akice by whet happers at those

precincts. It may not Le to your liking, 1€ may not go--
INGRAHAM: Right.

BURG:--for Mr. Taft, bat you will sbide by them. Your feeling,
Mr. Porter, is, is that it's probakly going to go your way--vour

groups are going to thke itk?

PORTER: As a matter of fack, I sent out word ko our peorle robt to

bolt any corventions-~Lf you're ocutvoted, you've outvoted.
BURG: Uh-hah,.

PORTER: Arnd Lo show vou, bearing out what the Judge says about

Taft's popularity, in my mpecinct, where four years before I'c
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attended a convention and there was three people there, right at

saven hundred showed up. We were supposed to have it ir the

school asditorium, elementary school aucitoriiam=—-=

BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER:--well, we had to adjourn it cutside; there waan't room
to put them in, And we finally had to, in order to get an accurate
vote by hand, we had to herd them through human gates and counters

in order to hnow who was in the majority.

BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER: So Taft had a lot of strength in Texas, just like the

Judge says.

INGRAHAM: Ch, yes.

PORTER: If it had been handled right. And of course as soon as

we ocutvoted them, why--

INGRAHAM: Taft's support began to fall away, because it wasn't
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handled right.

BURG:1 Uh-<huah.

PORTER: Now, I'm not sure that particular pre--my precinct

bolted--I'm not sare it did.

INGRAHAM: I don't recall that it did.

PORTER: I don't believe they did.

INGRAHAM: You were in Precinct 135, River Oaks. River Oaks is a,
a fine residential subdivisicon here, and we've--there are newer

ones. At that time, River Oaks was divided into two precincts,

135, 155.

PORTER: I think I was in 155. £
%

INGRAHAM: No, you were in 135. ¥

PORTER: Was I7?

INGRAHAM: Now, I mentioned Dick Burns earlier, who was a hard-
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bolled Taft Republican, and when he, Dick Burns, said he would
not bolt, Dick was in 1%5--they did have » boltirg delegation

there--and Dick did nok balt.

PORTER: I know he didn't.

INGRAHAM: Yeah.

BURG: And in your precinct, Mr. Porter, the Teft people lost,

but did not bolt?

PORTER: I don't recall their having bolted, I iast--

INGRAHAM: I think Douglas Marshall led the bolt over in precinct

155.

PORTER: Yeah, he might have.

BURG: The pledge was, was signed by everyone chere?

PORTER: Signed by everybody. There was only one place in Texas

where the pledge wasn't signed.
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INGRAHAM: Lavaca, wasn't LE?

PORTER: It was Lavaca County, and that particular county chairman
was for Eisenhower--that one county chairman. And he dicr't have

them sign lt, and-—-

INGRAHAM: It was the group that did not sign it that supported
Taft, 8o the state committee seated the delegation that did not

sign the pledges.

BURGs Uh-=huh, uh-huh. Mow, 2t that point, the pledge has Leen

signed, I would suppose that immeciately-—-

PORTER: Mo, he was a Taft man, but he didn't have them sign the

pledges.

INGRAHAM: That's right.

BURG: Uh-huh.

PORTER: And the Eisenhower people Lolted.

INGRAHAM: The Eisernhower people signed the pledge--
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PORTER: Oh, they were--

INGRAHAM® I cdon't know who cvid the belting.

PORTER: Ch, they were, the Taft people holte:d, the county chairman--

IBGRAHAM: Yeah.

PORTER: They bolted, ard because [t-—

INGRAHAM: And also, they were the group that did not slgn the

pledge, but the state committee seated them.

PORTER: wWell, the—-

INGRAHAM: S0 it shows no consistency.

BURG: Yes, I see.

PORTER:1--the, the state executive committee seated the Eisenhower
pecple from Lavaca County, but when it got to the crecdentials

committee-~

INGRAHAM: Ch, that's right.



Judge Ingraham and Mr. Porter, 11-9-72 Real 2 Page 158

PORTER;=-=-2t the conventlion-—-=

INGRAHAM: The credentials committee.

PORTER1--Mike Molte told them to undo that--

INGRAHAM: Yas,

PORTER:--and seated them.

INGRAHRM: That ia true.

PORTER: Yeah. And ignored the staste committee’s ruling.

BURG: Proviling an example of the fact that a delegation could

be seated having never signed the pledge at all.

PORTER: Yeah. Wwell, what happened, Benckenstein, a lawyer from
Beaumont, was presiding at the time, and this, when this came
up, and I said, "Now, Benk, what are you going to do? That's
your resolution, you're the author of it, and you put it through
at the state committee--now what are you going te do in this

case?" And he jost couldn't do anything else, and advised them
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that they shoulu sesat the Elsenhower celegaces.

BURG: Uh=hukh,

PORTER: 50, bat they just turned around Lhe next morhing at the
convention &rd geated them. We didrn't, we cidn't have a zeat in

the conventior. And ther we boltec and heloc our owr carvention.

BURG: At Mireral W lls?

BFORTER: Yeah, that was at Minersl wells.

BURG: Mow, these iew people that came i, Mr. Porter, anpd, and
the <uestior is for you, too, Jualge, Clearly, throughoul the
state, you pretty wall swvampec Lhe precincts with Eissnhower

peapia?

PORTER: The Lest calculatior I can make, it was about seventy-

seven percent.

BURG: You were rot--TI don't want to put it that way--these people

representec varving pecple--they were Republicans, some of them
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were Democrats who were coming over to the Republican slce, some
of them were Independentas. I have heard it said, 'well, the
Eisenhower pecople were cheating badly on that, hecause these
people who flooded into the precincts and took Lt away from the
Taft forces were Democrats; they Inﬂnr did a thing Republican

after that.' You would not agree with that assesament?

PORTER: I wouldn't agree with that; there have been thousands
and thousands of them voting Republican in national elections

eer sinee, wouldn't you say so?
INGRAHAM: Oh,ves, yes.

BURG: And neither of you happen to know of, of any studies that
have been made b try to determine how many of the people youa

attracted in '52 stayed on?
PORTER: Well, thousards of them did.

INGRAHAM: Well, we have a senator who's been elected for the

third time,
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BURG: Uh-huh. Becawme that's an argument that I've heard sev-

egral times.

INGRAHAM: We now have four Texas congressmen, Republicar congress-

men, from Texas, and didn't have any before that,

PORTER: In the last five Presidential elections, Texas has gone

mepuhlican three times.

BURG: So, evidence like this pretty strongly suggeste that thoase
Taft people who claimed it had been taken away from them unfalrly
were probably wrong; the people who came in in '52 stayed in.

You think gquantities of them atayed in.

PORTER: Well, there's no gquestion about it. As a matter of fact,
Nixon would have carried Texas {n '68 had it not been for the

GCeorge Wallace vote,

e

BURG: Uh-huah.

._.
Hry A
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PORTER: He got thet vote this time, and carried the state over-

whelmirgly.

BURG: Right. well, I warted, I warted to have yours Lestimony
an that hecause I hear: this other story [rom se.eral people,
Ard 1t seemed Lind of cdoubtfal to mey it looked to me that what
hac happered was that you had gained some permerent new Republi-

cans, Band nob 15t 8 small wumber aof them,
PORTER: Yeah,
BURG: ¥You had gotten quite a lot of them.

PORTER: wWe got 2 lot of them, &and I'll say this, that lots of
Republicars ir this state will vote In Lhe Democvatic primary,
bat on eleccion day they vote Republican. They, they ot a idea

that they got two shota.
BURG: Uh-hh. é_’_-

PORTER: They'll pick the test Democrat, ancy then--
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INGRAHAM: Or they're agalnst someore that's running--

PORTER: Yeah.

INGRAHAM :--for Che Democratic romination,

FORTER: That's the way they co itl

INGRAHAM: It's generally a negative vote, bthere,

BURG: Right, right. So at Mineral wells we actually have twec
sets of delegates--the Taft people claim that they mre the legi-
timete representatives, and they hold their convention, and you
Eisenhower people bolt. Do you, Jacge, go with the, with the

Eisenhower groap?

INGRAHAM: I did not, I came back to HAouston.
BURG: Oh, you Cid?

INGRARHAM: Yes,.

BURG: Buat how, then--I'm sorry, I don't. I don't urndersteng how

you--
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INGRAHAM: How cdid I get on the delegation?
BURG: Yes, how did you wind up with Mr. Porter's group?

INGRAHAM: Well, I think Jack Porter put my name on the delegatior.

He said, "We've got to have five Eisenhower cdelegates."”
BURG: Or Taft--

INGRAHAM: Or Taft delegates.

BURG:--Taft delegatLes.

INGRAHAM: And I was put on the delegation. And at that time I

was very low. I didn't think that Eisenhower would win in Chicageo.
I thought Ben Tate wes right, but I dié think what they ware
doing was wrong. I thought he was right in that our delegation
will be seated, and, but I thought he was wreong in that approach--
1 didn't think that was the, the way to run a, a representative

governmeankt.
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BURG: Did you have any opportunity at Mineral Wells to voice

your opinion?

INGRAHAM: I tesatified there as a witness for the Eisenhower

peopla.

BURG: ©Oh, you did?

INGRAHAM: Yes,

BURG: Uh-huh.

INGRAHAM: Testified before the credentials committee. It waa
widely publicized at the time; I can show you some pictures in
an old scrapbook--appearing in Time and Life and magazines like
that. I testified before the credentials committee in Mineral

Wells, and also before the credentisls committee in Chicago.

BURG: Your feeling being that a democratic procesas had been

abused in this situation?

.

INGRAHAM: Yes. Our constitution says that we have a2 republican
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form of government. A republican form of government means a

governmant by representatcion.

BURG: Yes. Judge, I, I cannot understand another thing. I can
only give you one illustration, bgt I believe it happenad several
timess the people from the Taft group, from Tweifel's group, gave
statements to the newspapers which indicated that, in effeck,
‘The ma iority rule be damned.' Now, the one illustration I

can give you ia, I believe that Marrs McLean was aasked about this
whole sitoation, and his, his worda, I can't give them literally,
but in effect he was saying, 'The hell with majority rule.®

Several such stacements were macde. I'm sorry, gentlemen, but P

that sounds terribly inept to me, too.

INGRAHAM: Well, I'll tell you 2 public statement that Senator Taft
macde at the time., I remesber this zo well; LE made such an im—
pression on my wife, who was not then mny wife--she was then my

secretary. And she was for Taft the whole way through; she's
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never undecided about anything. And she was a strong Taft sup-
porter. She went to her precinct conventior for Taft, but she
dicd rot bolt. Just the week before the convertion in Chicago,
Taft made a public statement wherein he said, "Possession la
nine-tenths of the law.” Well, she ¢idn't like that statement,

eand that's when she severed with Taft,

BURG: I think the way vou put it very gently, Mr. Porter, was that

Mr. Taft wankted toc be Presidenkt.

PORTER: Oh, there was no guestion.

=

BURG: Very much. Because--

PORTER: It was probably a lifelong ambition with him--his father

before him [word unclear].

BURG: Yes, yes.

INGRAHAM: Uh-huh.
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BURG: And a--—

PORTER: But he was a gooc man, he waa & fine man.

BURG: But 2 man who hungered pretty much, and maybe said some--

PORTER: Well, 28 I zaid earlier, when that wirus takes holi--

INGRAHAM: Uh-huh.

PORTER:-=they don't seam—-—

BURG: Yas.

PORTER:;--Lo lose LlE.

BURG: Yes, sir.

PORTER: Mo cure.

BURG: Uh-=huh. Was, was it your feeling that, that General Eisen-

hower also picked ap the virus?

PORTER: It's my feeling that--
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INGRAHAM: I think he likec being Presicent.

PORTER1-~I think he enjoyed being President--but he really
didn't get enthused on the subject until what happened in Texas,

I think.

INGRAHAM: Yeah.

PORTER: I wired him, I cabled him the results, and I estimated
he got seventy-seven percent of the votes in the precinct con-
vention, and I said, "we'll have the delegation if they don't
steal it from us.” And he wrote me a letter hack, "pDelighted
about the outcome, but I don't understand when I win the dele-

gates that they can steal them."

BURG: Yeah.

PORTER: Of course, he was not familiar with politics at that time;

he was nalve in polltics.

BURG): Yes.

PORTER: And, of course, by the time he got back to Abilene, he
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found out that they woulc try to,

BURG: Uh-=huh.

PORTER: 3ay I, I mede a8 darned golf gams and--

INGRAKAM: wWell, I've got some thirgs I want to fill im, Lat you

con't have to stay.

PORTER: Could one of your law clerkas drive me out to River QOaks

Courtry Club?

INGRAHMM: Hell, vyes.

(Interruption)

INGRAHAM: well, there is one more thing, Dr. Burgs at the time,
I wrote 2 letter that recelved wide publiciky--I cvon't know

whether you know albout Lt or not.

BURG: Mo, sir, I don't helieve I do.

INGRAHAM: I wrote it, well, I anticipatec it may come ap in this
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conversation, and that letter will give you some detail of my
impressions at the time. And I'll tell you the circumstances
arder which the letter was written. I do have a copy of it

and I'll give you a copy of it.

BURG: Very good.

INGRAHAM: The date of this letter ls June 103, 1952, and it was
written to Mr. W. H. Worrilow of Lebanon, Pennsylvaria, and I'l1l
give you the circomstances. This was after the Mireral wells
convention. Mr. Worrilow--2s you can see from the letter, his

addresa was Lebanon Steel Fouandry, Lebanon, Pennasylvania--he was--

BURG: And he apells his name W-o-r-=r=i=1l-g-w,

INGRAHAM: Yes. P

BURG: Uh<huh.

INGRAHRM: He was the president of Lebanon Steel Foundry. They

had an office on our floor--I was then in hie Commerce Building,
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And this man that I mentioned in the first line, Herachel, was

his local representative here.

BURG: Herschel is the man's last rame?

INGRAHAM: Mo, his name was Herschel Wood—=

BURG: All right.

INGRAHAM 1 —~who was the local representative of Lebanon Steel
Fourwiry. I had known Mr. Worrilow for some years. One is, he
had his local sales office was on our floor. He was an active
and interested Republican Ln Pennsylvania, both he ard I were
delegates to the 1343 Republican Convention--I knew him then,

and I saw him in Philadelphia during the convention.

Eﬂm: m'l.-hﬂh-

INGRAHAM: There was so much, then,in the newspapers about "The
Texas Steal."” and nobody knew what it was, and there were re-

criminations being thrown back and forth. And I, every time I
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would see Herscheal Wood, he'd say, “Joe," he said, "Mr. Worrilow
wants you to write him a latter about it; he wants, he wanta to
know." Well, it was quite a task, and one weekend I dictated
this letter down a2t the beach., My wife and her sister had a

bBeachhouse--=

BURG: Uh-huh.

INGRAHAM :--and wa had gone down there, and I said, "wWell, 1'11.,"

I said, "1'll dictate a letter to Mr.--take your pad and I'l1l
dictate a letter this weekend, bec2use with all the intarruptions
in the office I could never do it." This letter is dated June 10,
1352, About ten days thereafter, or maybe less than ten days,

1 got a call about this letter and wanted to know if it could be
releaged. Worrilow had been to a meeting down at Gettysburg
where they were planning Eisenhower strategy, and he had taken
this letter there, and they said they wanted permission to pub-
lish it. I said, "Well, there's no secrets in the letter."” I

gaid, "It's all true; I have no objection to it being published."
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The next morning it was published in the New York Times, it was

pablished in the Christian Scierce Monitor, it was published in

all the major newspapers in full, and in weekly newspapers all
over the country--it received vast publicity. Sinclair weeks,

whom we were discussing earlier---

BURG: Right.

INGRAHAMi--told me that this was the turning point in the Eisen-
hower campaign; he said it seemed hopeless up to that time. Ard
he says that 2 lot had Leer said akout the Texas steal, but there
were recriminations both ways, and no one knew what it was until
this letter was published, So I hand vou the letter, which, Lf

you will read it, will give you some detail as it was then.

BURG: I see. And as it was being written by you right at the

time.

INGRAHAM: On, on June 1l30th. But it was, I can show you the repub-

lication in the Mew York Times and the Christisn Sclence Mgnitor--
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I think it was ten days later.

BURG: Uh-huh, all right.

INGRAHAM: Now this is an editorial that zppeared ir the New York
Herald Tribune, 2nd you may want to cut that off and read the

editorial.

BURG: I might a2lso say to my transcriber, Mrs. Stone--I have Leen
given a copy of the letter, Lillian, and it's a lengthy letter,
and I will be bringing that back with me to go into our files

at the Librarcy.

INGRAHAM: I think I mentioned sarlier that it was Sinclair Weeks
who told me that it was this letter, more than anything else,
that really broke the tide--that there was a gloom in the Eisen-
hower headquarters in June of 1952 in New York, and when this
letter was published that this revived things. And it, it gave

the facts and figures on what did happen in Texas.
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BURG: Uh-huh. And gave chem & new campaign strategy to emp Loy,
They could take a moral position, Lf I car use that wWworL-=Chay
coule take a moral position with regerd to what had happened in
Tesas, a poaitior that was going to be listernec to throucghout

the Urited States. At least as far as I can tell, that's, that's

what they could, and what they Jid do.

INGFAHAM: That copy of the letter vou hawe is & carbon copy: it
coas not show the lecterheac. A person loocking 2t this would

not know that it had bheen written from Houston, Texas--that ap-
pearec on the engraved leiterhead. You may want Lo insert Hoaston,

Texas, above; che date coes appesar there.

BURG: Right.

INGRAHAM: It is indicatec who signed the letter.

BURG: Was Lt, was it written on your law firm stationery?

INGRAHEM: My law coffice letterhead,
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BURG: Right. O.K. Yes, and I will indicate that it was sent

from Houstor.

INGRAHAM: So you may want to indicate Houston, Texas above the

date.

BURG: Right. Now I'll just-=-
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