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Thisn interview is being taped on May 5, 1972, with Mra. Nettie
Stover Jackson in her home just ocutside Topeka, Kansas. The
interviewer ias Dr. Maclyn Burg of the Eisenhower Library staff.

DR. BURG: MNow, just for the benefit of the people who will
use the interview, Mres. Jackson, would you describe your

ralationship to tha Eissnhower family?

MRSE. JACKSON: My asunt, Aunt Ids Eisenhower, was the only
sister of seven brothers; so I am her niece. She had seven

sons but Paul died before he was a year old,

DR. BURG: I mee. How we know that Ida Eisenhower came out
to Kansas about 1883 after aseveral of the brothars wars

alresady out hare.

MRES. JACKESOM: Right.

DR. BURG: How how about your mothear?

MRS. JACKEON: My mother was born in Kansas in the year of the

droeght, 1860. Yesa, she was a native Kansan.

DR. BURG: Mrs. Ida Eisenhower coming from Virginia.

MRS, JACKSON: Yes, Aunt Ida and all of the Stovers wers in
Virginia. There was one brothar that didn‘c leave Virginia.

Uncle Worth Stover never left Virginia to live, He visited

us in 1912, the fall of 1912, he and his wife,
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DR, BURG: How does he spell his name? In it We=a-a=-t7? Is it

Westover?

JACKSON: #Ho, W-o-r=t=h J., I think that Raymond Link told

me that his name was Joseph.

BURG: I see, Here is Mr. [Don] Wilson.

[Intarruption]

BURG: You were born in Topeka then, Mrs. Jacksoa?
JACKSON: Right over hare on this very farm.

BURG: On this farm?

JACKSON: Yas.

BURG: Now about how frequently would you see your aunt?

JACKEOM: Mot as often as I would have liked to becausea she
was a marvelous woman. What fow times I was with her, she
impressed me so msuch with so many things, well, just wisdom.
She was such a fine genteel woman that I wish so many times I

could hava seon her oftener.

BURG: Do you happen to remember the first occasion that you
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saw her? Would it have beesn here at the farm or would it

have baen in Abilene?

JACKS0N: T think it was in Abilene. That was whare I got

my impression of Dwight [Eisenhower] so much that T named

my second son, Dwight, after him., Roy [Eisenhower] was
naArer oy age, and Paul was my age, but, of course, Paul

died. Put when I was out there, Roy, vou didn't know he was
around. In fact, Aunt Ida said that Roy could be home, and
you would never know he was there. And Dwight, vou'd hear him
coming two blocks away, whistling and singing. So he was the
one that gave me such a pleasant visit when we were thers. He
took me through the creamery and showed me--you know his
father was the engineer at the creamery [Pelle Springs). And
Dwight was going around checking the thermometers in the
differeant rooms, and we came to one room that had a barrel of,
I maan, like an old salt barrel full of frozen chickens. Thay
weren't wrapped separately, and thera they were just chickens,
and Dwight said, *Feel them; thay're hard.* And that's the
first frozen chickens I'd ever seen. And then another thing

at the creamery that I remember was where they made the ice and
how he used to, I think they called {t, "pull the ice."”

Oh, he just made things so interesting. I remember he
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hitched up the horse one morning to the buggy and Aunt Ida
said, "Where you going?"

He sald, "Oh, I just thought I'd take Nettie and show
her around the town--go out to Mud Creek” where they swam
and I think they :%ated out there too. And then he wanted
ma to notice, he said, “"Now watch this horse.” %We came to a
gate and the horse sidled over to tha gate and stoppad--did
that way a number of placas. The horse had belonged to a

grocery delivery's man. That was interesting.

BURG: It knew just what to do.

JACKSON: Well, it was a habit, you kmow. Oh, he wam interesting.
BEURG: How old wers vou at this time, Mre. Jackson?

JACKSOM: I was A& mers kid, ten and a half.

BURG: That was on your firat trip there?

JACKSON: That's the firet one I remesber. T possibly had
besn there bafore, but that's the one that Impressed ma,
because, oh, he was so entertaining. I remember we were washing

dishes. What they use for a dining room now was the kitchen
at that time. And they ate at a great big table right in the

middle of the kitchen. He was washing dishes, and I was dArying.
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And I remambar he t0ld me a riddle, and {t'e pilly to remember
it yet, but T do. He said, “There wers two boys running a race,
sating crackers, and one of them ate ninety-nine and the other
ate & hundred and won, How many 4id they sat togeathear?™ Well,
of course, you can't write that out, but T doa't think T caught

on till he told ma. BEut; oh, he was such fun to be around.
EURG: What vear was that? Do you remembar? #

JACKSON: Have you sesn the letter? This was February, 1905,
that he wrote me, and T had heen thare before., But just think,
ha was & big boy, and, of course, T was big for my age when 1

was that age.
WILSON: He would have been fifteen.

JACKSON: Pourteen and a half. See, that was in February
before hiz birthday in the fall., And then, it sust have baen
bafora Christmas, bscauses wa wara thars. I'm sure my fathar
took me out. I got to go with my dad, It wust have been
before Christmas because Bdgar [Eisenhower] was working in a
store, the way T got ik, at the Christmas rush. And it was
night. My land, we never went anywhere at night, but this

was in town. 8o Dwight took us over to that stora where
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Edgar was working. And as I remesmbar it was in a basemant of
the store where ha worked. But snyhow, that was quite » thrill
to me to go at night because here we never went anywhare at

night.

BURG: You had gone out there by train from here?

JACFSOH: Oh, yes,.

BURG: And your father with you?

JACKSON: Yes, yes, dad took us cut.

BURG: How did thay houss vou in the Eisenhower houss beacaoss

it was s0 amnll?

JACFSON: I have wondered whera I slept. I have no idea, I
don't have any remembrance., I remamber one other time, well.
that waas around '35, poasibly. Father was dead, and mother
and my sister and I drove out., And I remember I slept upstairs
in that north room at the head of the staire, the first rcom

right thare.

BURG: First room to the left at the head of the stairs.

JACKEON: She had s sort of a bhookcase at the haad of the stairs,
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just at the head of the stairs. She had a lot of geographieal
magazines, and she saild, "I don't know what to do with thase.
Would you like to have them?" I was thrilled to death to get
them. And of course she didn't want to throw them away and she

did want someone to have them that would enjoy them,

BURG: Now when you were there that first time in 1%04,

*'I
probably, Dwight was the one who stood out in vour mind? |3
JACKSON: Yes. Roy, I don't even remember one thing about

Roy. Mot one thing. Tt was Dwight, that, well, ha wvas just

the outstanding ona T guess. Of course, Aunt Ida, T loved her,
BURG: HNow how long were you there on that trip?

JACKEON: T don't suppose more than three or four daye., I
don't remember. PBut T don't suppose it was any longer than

that.

BURG: Now 4id you make any other trips there prior to Dwight's

leaving for West Point?

JACKSON: I don't think T 414, He was down here once when

the goose got after him,
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BORG: Who got after hio?

JACESON: A gooas,

BURG: Oh, this is the story that he tells in AT EASE,

JACKSON: Y¥Yes, it's in there. But I think that was up at

Uncle Simon Etover's bocause wa AiAn‘t have geeme. PBut T don't
remember a thing about that. T think that must have baen the

time that one of Aunt Ida‘'s half sisters--mee, there wars two
marriages. Aunt Tda's mother died when she was what, five or

six years old. And then grandfather married agein. Anyhow,

it was up at Uncle Simon‘'s; T oughtn't to tell that, It #':-:: a
doesn’'t matter; there's nothing to it, but grandfather had ..,
eight children, and later he married a widow with one daughter.
And later Uncle Simon married this daughter. And that's whare
they had the geese I'm mure. Aunt Alice had been up to see

Aunt Ida. Alice was o half sister, there was your family and

my family and our family. Aunt Alice brought Dwight back to
Topeka to vieit. They were at our house. Mother had Ffried
chicken., and Dwight ate a plece and asked for anothar plece

and Aunt Alice said, "Well, you clean that bone up. You
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know your mother'd make you clean it up before you ate

ancthar piece,”

BURG: How old was Dwight at that cima?

JACKSQH: I don't know. Perhaps ten or eleven vears. 1It's
just a story that she told about, "You'd better not leave any

madt on the bone.”

BURG: Well, that's pre-Weat Point?

JACKSON: Oh, that was when he was just a--well, T don't even

remember Lt. -

s

BURG: After your visit perhaps?

JACKBON: No, it was before.

BURG: Was before your visit out there?

JACKSON: Yea. We moved when father built a new house in
1903, and we were still in the old house; sc it was before that
that they were there because I remember that {t was in the old

housa. Dwight must have been about ten,

BURG: HNow was he ever here in Topeka after vour visit to

Abilena?
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JACKSON: T don't remembar of it.
BURG: And any other visits that you recollect?

JACKSON: Ho. Arthor stopped on his way to Fansas City. 1
remember that. And then Milton stopped another time, but T
don't know where Milton was hended. BDut Aunt Ids would coma.
I think they'd come on the train; I don't remembar ever of
Uncle Dave coming. But she and my father were very congenial,
and so she'd come. I meant to ask Milton when we were Lheras,
I'm sure that Aunt Ida drove co Virginia two cimes in her old
Dodge touring car. I say old; it waen't old then. Uncle
Dave never learned to drive. Of course, he went along with

her. Did you ever hear of her having driven back chersy & E'

WILSON: I hadn't heard of it till you told us last summer

here, and I think you're right. I know that he didn't drive.

JACHSOH: Mo he didn't drive, and yet he was an engineesr.
But she drove, and I remember that she said, "I got clear
back and into the driveway,"™ I think ready to Arive in the
garage, “"and that was the £irst flat tire T had.” And that
was unusual. Put think of the roads not being marked, and

the way the roads weren't paved you know.
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RURG: Would thia have heen {in the 192087
WILSON: Tt was after the child=en wars gone.

JACKSON: Yes, they were gqone. I muppose it weuld have been.
AUt T'm sure she drove to Virginia twice, an® T rathar shink

thros times, b T could be=-

BURG: We'll have to chec! that out becavsze that's a VETY

extraordinary faat,

JACEEON: For a woman those times to Arive a enr, and, ves,
it was, with the condition of the roads, My sekes we wouldn‘'t

90 ten miles, and Lif it looked it might rain we heada® homa. %

oy

BURG: When you think of all the fuss tha:t was made over the "‘1:.,!

army's troascontinental srip T think in 1519, Dwight himself--
JACKSON: Dwight went acroas.

BURG: =-=-came clear across the country, yes. And that wvas con-
sidered to be quite an unusual accomplishment at the time that

happened,

JACKEON: The old Model-Ta, a lo™ nf those, weren't pade to

taks the hour nfter hour driving. T renember reading not
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long ago about how few miles they made. But it was quite a

feat I think for them to have gotten across.
WILSON: She went back to see the old homestead, farm?
JACKEON: Yes. Have you ever been thare?

WILSON: Mo, I haven't. I've been in the Virginia area.

¥Whera fie that located?

JACKEON: Mt. Sidney, ten miles or mo north from Staunton in
the beautiful Shsnandoah Valley--southwest from Washington,

D.C.

.

[

WILSON: You ware thers not too long ago? ] -+
'.."'ﬂ. B

JACKEOH: My, we left here the 29th of February. Oh, that
Raymond Link he just took us everywhere, and he took us to
the grave of the first Link that was born in America, who was
our ancestor. The othar Links in that same family had been
born at Stuttgart, Germany. But the last child was born here
in the states, and then I think they went into Fanneylvania.
And then on, I'm not sura about Maryland, but on down to

Mt. Sidney, and Raymond Link took us to the place where he was
buried.
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BURG: That was just this past February that you were back there?

JACFSOH: Yes. We had to change planes at Washington and 9o down
to the Shenandoah Airport, and it was only eight or ten miles
from Mt. Sidney. It was really convenient becauss where my son
was to make a speech was at a Mennonite Church at Harrisonburg,
Virginia. So it was real convenient, and that way I didn't have
to worry about changing planes or anything. Oh, T was thrilled.

That country is beautiful. You've been there? ™
BURG: Yeam,

JACKEONH: HNo wonder my dAnd loved e,

BURG: Very, very soft and green.

JACKSON: They don't lock their doors.

BURG: They're fortunate.

JACKSON: Reymond Links dAidn‘'t lock their doors. The homes
back thare are so well kept up. At Aunt Ida's--you took care

of things.

BURG: How you apeak of her with great affection--
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JACKSON: I think it was sutual, Of course my dad, he just

thought that she was--and she was an unusual woman.

BURG: Can you describe some of the gqualitiss about her that

especially drew you?

JACKSON: I don't know. You know, between mome peopls there's

just a pull,

BURG: You spoke of her wisdom. w

JACKEQON: Oh, yes. What I would admire, she'd apply some
passage in the Pible just as nonchalantly as any common,
everyday occufrence, And T don't know; she was neat, and she
was, well, she was just a wise woman and genteel. T remember
she said, "I studied sach of my boys to know how to deal with
them,” each different disposition you knmow, One will respond
one way and another another, and she said, "I studied sach of
them.” I've wondered since then {f she told me some of these
things for me to benefit by it in raising my family or whether
it just came out. Another funny thing sha told about. You
find I'm quite a talker; I get started, I don't run down very

guick. You ecan cut a lot of it out.
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BURG: ©Oh, we won't cut any of it out,

JACKSON: Refore my parsnts ware married, sy father's oldest
brother, he had favorites you know, was Uncle Will the minister,
the United Brethren minister, was his favorite brother. He'd
do anything for him. In fact, you kmow, preachers those days
d4idn't get paid very much, and father woved over here and
batched. He was almoat thirty-seven when he was married. And
tUncle Will would ba out preaching. Preacher dida‘'t get paid,
and he‘'d run out of money. He'd come home and live with
fathar, he and his second wife after his first wife died, PBut
they'd live with dad. Uncle Will was living at Lecompton, :
1 #!

and Aunt Ida was staying there with them and going to Lane '--':.;,_'_1 _,;,Tr

tniversity. Uncle Dave wasm therar hea was going to L.U. and it
waps ten o'clock, and Aunt Annie came out and said, "It's time
8ll decent folks was home in bed.® And Uncle Dave decided
right then he'd fix it so nobody was telling him when he had
to leave. BSo he decided right than he was going to fix it wmo
he could see Aunt Ida when he pleased. Well, anyhow thay

ware married,

BURG: Bhe actually put the run on him.
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JACKSON: Yes. T don't know, ten o'clock at night, goodness.
Well, anvyhow after they ware married, they were fixing up the
houvse and Aunt Tda was working on the window shade, and she
couldn't fix it, and sha said, "Dave, vou'll have to fix this
window shade up."

He said, "T don't have to do anything.®

S0 she saild, “Thinks I, the next time, T'll take a
di{ fferent tack." See the wisdom—-instead of getting mad. Bo
the next time she said, "Dave, I wonder if you could do this;
I just can't seem to get it done." Well, Dave was right thera
trying to help. So I've wondared whether she was telling me

that for me to know how to handle my husband; I don't know, 5

BURG: What year, do you remember about what time this was

that she told you this story?

JACKEON: Well I was married. I was married in '12., Oh, 1t
rugt have been==T think that she was here:; T don't know, 7T
was out therar it must have been around--I know when it was,

If you know when Dwight went teo Leavenworth, mavbe you don't.

BEURG: That would have besn about '25 or '286,
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JACKSON: Well, when he went to Leavenworth, I remember her
telling me about Dwight's uniforms. His clothing cost him a
thousand dollare a year. 5o I think that was when it was that

she told me; so whenever that year was; I don't know,

BURG: Well, sometime in the mid-1910s?

JACKEON: I imagine.

BURG: G5She was talking with you about how she lsarned to handle

peopla without getfing them all riled up.

JACKSON: Yes.

BURG: An interesting story. Now, at the same tima, she told
you about how she had looked at those boys, each one of them,
and studied what would work best. Do you remember any of her
commants by any chance? Remember any of her comments about
Dwight or any of the boys? Wwhat kind of special approaches

did she have to make?

JACKEONM: MNo, I don't think I remember anything about that,
only about the disposition of Roy. HNow Roy, you seea, was

just two years, about, older than I was. But I don't remembar
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one thing about him, and {t was Dwight that impressed me,
Eut she did say that Roy could be around, and you wouldn't

know he was there,
EURG: Milton of course--
JACKSON: He was younger you know.
BURG: --quite young,
JACKEON: Just little,
BURG: Eo you hadn't paid too much attention to him? ,
A
JACKEON: No, no. é%&gpﬁg
EURG: And BEdgar--

JACKSON: Bdgar was older. But he was working, you know, in that
store, at least that evening. I don't know whether he was working

thare--I think it just was during the Christmas rush, T think,
BURG: Was it a clothing store?

JACKEON: This was in the basement, and T think it wams &

department store; I don't know.
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WILSON: Probabhly Sterl's,

JACKSON: It seemed to me that it was on the northwest corner
of an intersection thers, but T could be wrong. T could ke
wrong. The hotel was down that way, I think. And I think

Ehis was & corner stors.

BURG: Well, just for the fun of it, we oan check that out

too, That won't be too difficult to do.

JACKSEONM: How I could he mistaken because you know you can
get turned around.

¥

WILSONM: Was Ida a very affectionats woman? Outwardly? fﬁ %

oy £
-\.I' - _r"l

-.'._"'l._, T

JACKSON: No, not outwardly, no. But you just had that feeling
of, well, this Raymond amd Leona Link, vou just loved them when
you saw them, He's a marvelous man. They took some pictures
while I was back thare, and she's just a lady if there aver
was one, and the kindliest. Aunt Tda had that kindly--T

think she was kindly to everyone. T think she wams. This is
that Raymond, and, oh, he's a smart guy. He's like you saidy

he can just do anvthing, fix a pipe or a car or just anything.
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BURG: MNice looking peocple.

JACKSON: Well, they're fine people, just fine people. They
only have ona son and he is a missionary in Africa, and they're

expecting him home this fall.

BURG: %We've not asked you how you felt about David Eisenhower?
JACESON: He was a very dignified, solemn man, very dignified.
WILSON: Very proud man,

JACKSON: Evidently. I was looking at a picture the other ;

day. It was taken outdoors, and he had his sleeves rolled E‘ﬁi £
back and his collar unbuttoned. Wwhy I was just amazed that |
ha would have a picture taken like that. I think it was taken

at that little house bafore they moved over to the two story

house .,

BURG: It still has made an impression on you to see him

actually in that kind of an undignified dress.

JACKEON: ©Oh, yes, HNow Aunt Ida was the power behind the

throne. But she'd never let on. It was always Dave who was

the head of the house, and Dave was the head of the house.
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Ehe gave you that feeling, but all the time you knew who was

running thinge.

BURE; Now is it yvour recollection that, in thet family, he

did exert any real influenca?

JACKSON: He must have, but I don't know whethsr he knew how
to smile, I mean that's the feeling T have now. And you
know those boys, they don't say much about their father. He

was a stablea man, Put, oh, he was dignified,

EURG;: Do you recollect any conversations that vou ever had

with him?

JACKSON: HNot one word, ©Oh, that makes me think of a funny
thing Uncle Milton told me., We were out there, my husband

and I, ch, two or three times out at Myrtle Point and==

EURG: This is in Oregon?

JACKSON: Yee. And Uncle Milton told me--

[Interruption]

JRCKBON: Uncle Milton had vieited Aunt Ida‘'s and this was when
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the Eisenhower boys were little, You know, that, T'll eall
him grandfather Eisenhower although he isn't my grandfather:
that's what they called him, was living with them. And there

was an old aunt. Now possibly, it had to be Uncle Dave's sister.

BURG: That's news to me: T didn't know that.

JACKSON: Well, this was just told to me, I don't remember
whether it was grandfather Eisenhower that asked the blessing

before the meal, and then after the meal you didn’'t leave the

table until this aunt had returned thanks. And I suppose you
know what a stool is. It's a kitchen chair with the back that's
been broken off of it or gone. MAnyhow Dwight sat on one of
those--they called them stools. And Dwight would be so anxious
to get out, and it worried Aunt Ida because she said, "He'd
never make sound, But he'd get turned around from the table,

and the minute she said, 'Amen’', he was off and gone like a shot,"”

BURG: While everyone's head was down, he was making tha swing

already,

JACKSON: He was all ready to go. When the last sound of the
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amen was out, he was gone. And Uncle Milton said that that
worried Aunt Ida, 5he was just afraid that he wouldn't turn

out wvery well,

BURG: That anyone who wasn't willing to stay there and render

thanks.

JACKCON: Well, he did. He stayed: You stayed! You stayed

all right.

BURG: BEut his back was to the table by the time it was over.

nl

JACKSON: No one left the table till-- Now, I don't know, b\‘?
It might have been the other way around that she asked tha =

blessing and grandfather returned thanks.

BURG: Of course, when you saw the house, you were a young

girl. Do you remember, was it pretty much a happy housa?
JACKSON: Oh, yes, thare wasn't friction there.
BUR2 The father was solamn—

JACKSONM: Yes, there wasn't any friction thare, sShe'd know

enough not to have anything said, and the boys, they knew
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enough to bahave. All the fun that I remember about wWas
telling you about that riddle that Dwight told me. That's

tha only one I remember.

BURG: But you recollect it as being a pretty happy house to

be in,

JACKSON: Oh, yes, yes, ves. 5She had that happy appearance,
and I was thinking this morning--1 was looking at a picture
that was taken of the boys when they were all up in Wiseconsin,
and Edgar had his head thrown back and laughing. And M:lton,
when werware there for breakfast lst of March, I don't know
what caused him to or what I had said or what, but, anyhow,
he just laughed to beat the band., I doubt his father ever

lawghed out loud in his life. You can arase that,

BURG: 1In other words, a religious household that was not

solemn and grim in any way.

JACKSON: No. Did you ever see that drawing of the pyramids

that Uncle Dave mada?

WILSOM: Yes.

BURG: I've never sesen it,



Mre. Néttie Stover Jackson, 5-5-72 Page 25

WILSON: I'm familiar with it. 1 can't remember seeing it,

but T know what you're talking about,

JACKSON: 1 wish I had studied it more. But he was a studious
man, I can see why he didn't want to be a farmer. He impressed
you as never being dirty and always clean--well a farmer can't
be always clean. But he always, you know, he just kept a

digtance., But he was a scholar.

WILSOUN: He always took everything very sexiously.

JACESOH & 'D‘h: Yes.

WILSON: When he studied the Bible, I understand that he just

really devoted a great amount of time.

JACKSON: He studied it. Now Aunt Ida studied it for the
good she'd get out of it, but I think he was interested in the,

wall, like the dimensiona in the pyramid and so on.

BURG: He was always kindly to you in your relationship,

distant but--

JACKSON: Distant, just distant. No, there wasn't anything

that was unkindly, mo. But I don't remember ever having said
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a word to him. He wasn't well the last time we were thera,

and my youngest boy, this must have been about 1940, and we

had taken watermelons up, my mother and sister and I. GShe

had a little boy, and T had a four vear old. So we decided

before dinner that we'd take those youngeters out on the

back porch, you know, it's sort of enclosed, there where

they have the dry sink, or did have it. Take them out there,

and then they wouldn't have this watermelon =1l over., Any-

how, all I remember is he looked at us, feeding the children

first, you know, and not having them come to the table. But P i
we had to help them with their food, and se my sister and I r j
decided we'd let them eat out on the porch firet. And I |
remember we took the watermelon out there because that was the
thought back there of taking them back on the back porch so
they wouldn't--, But anyhow T can remember him looking and--we

sure did something wrong by letting them eat first.
BURG: BPut he never said it. He looked at you but he never—-

JACESON: He never said a word but, boy, you could just sees

that look. Course he wasn't well then.
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WILSON: That was about a year before he passed away.

JACFSON: I don't remember now,

BURG: '42, I think he died.

WILSON: Early "42,

JACKSON: 1 know Dwight didn't get to come to the funeral.

BURG: That's right, Hea couldn't.

JACKSON: HNo.

BURG: He was in Washington at that time so--

JACKSON: Yes, 1 remember--

BURG: Fairly early ‘42, 5

JACKSOH: I don't know when this was. Aunt Ida said to me,
"Why Dwight's so busy that ha just can't leave his desk to

go and eat, They'll just bring him a hamburger or a sandwich,
and he just eats right at his desk. He doesn't get to leave

his desk.” Now that was wartime.

W
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BURG: That sounds like that same general period because they

ware very, very busy in Washington.

JACKSON: I know that she said that he couldn't get away that
he was 8o busy. And then, land sakes, when Aunt Ida died, is
that when they had a straight line, I think, into the house
whether it was from Washington or where? I think they had it
out inm that hall coming in from the sooth door. He want to
the telephone I don't know how many times., What year did

she dia?

WILSON: '46.

JACRSOM: Well, he'd still been awfully busy.,
WILSON: Yes,

JACKSON: But he was at her funeral.

HURG: Yas.

WILSON: When was the last time you saw Ida before she passed

away?

JACKSON: I think it was possibly in '4‘. What year did she die?
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WILSON: '46. But she would write. You corresponded with

her quite regularly at that time,

JACKSON: Some. But the only letter I saved was one aftar
her mind wasn't good because she called me Mrs, Jackson. I
know that she wrote after Uncla Dave's funeral, I'm sure.

Naoml Engle was thare,

WILSCN: That was after the funeral,

JACKSON: Yes. Arthur was sort of--waell, he wasn't like
Dwight. Dwight, you know, and Milton was more that way too.
He used to assoclate with common people. But Arthur didn't
like to do that. This Naomi Engle made a huge meat loaf,
and it was delicious, and, arthur, I think he thought he'd

g0 down to the hotel and eat. He wasn't interested in that

food, you know, For some reason he stayed. MNow this is
telling tales out of school, but he stayed, and he came back
for the second helping  of meat loaf, and he said, "Well,
whoever made that knew how to do it.* T think that's when
someone had brought in some pudding meat from the country.

Do you know what pudding meat is7?

WILSOM = Yas,
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JACKSON: And I think it was Edgar. BEdgar said about what he
thought. He said, "Well, this is one time Arthur isn't going
to get the most of it." He was going to see that they all

got some. Edgar, when he was about fourteen, worked far Uncle
Will's son, Frank, just up the road here a guarter of a mile.
Edgar, he was more common toe. My youngest boy want to Saattle,
and then coming home he stopped !n at Bdgar's office without
any appointment or anything. My son said, “Right in the middle
of tha afterncon, in prime time, I got into see him. Ha
visited there with me for two hours." Imagine! weall now

Arthur wouldn't have done that.

WILSOM: You couldn't imagine Arthur doing that,

JACKSON: No, Arthur was too much like his dad, 1§i ]
|.-.:i ]

WILS0ON: That's wvhat I was going to ask you. Do you think he

WA g——
JACKEON: Yes.
WILSON: Personality was similar,

JACKSON: Yes. Bdgar, I think, of course he has one daughter,

but he doesn't have a lot of the relatives around him, and I
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think that he just enjoyed my son visiting with him,

BURG: That could be, How long ago was that, Mrs, Jackson?

JACKSON: Oh, that's been about five or six years ago. My
son is just like my dad. My dad just loved to wvisit with
people. And this youngest son of mine, he likes to visit,
He sa'd he never said one word to Edgar sbout money, He was
teaching at Kansas Wesleyan at Salinaat that time, Wes was.
And, oh, I don't know, a week or two after that here Edgar
sent the school a check for a thousand dellars. And my son

never mentioned money to BEdgar.

BURG: That's interesting. Of the group of boys, would you
say that Arthur was the only one who seemed to lack that

ability to be at ease with people?

JACKSON: I didn't know Earl so well. Barl was a guieter sort

but not like Arthur, not like Arthur,

BURG: Milton you feel was--—

JACKSON: Yes, he's more like Dwight. I think Dwight and

Milton were very congenial. I think they wers. Milton told
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us that he had worked under eight Presidents, and six of tham

he had worked intimately under,
BURG: That's right, he has.

JACKSON: He was very cordial too as my son called him and
told him we were going to Virginia and wondered if he could
talk to him. Of course ha had a little samathing he wanted
to talk to Milton about; I don't know what it was. But he
thought perhaps Milton might help in some way about that.

When Wes called him, he said, "Well I don't have vary muach
time, but why don't you come to breskfast Friday morning?*

S0 wa were at his house for breakfast Friday morning.

WILSOM: He's a very personable man, We've dealt with him ,--.'“‘?;;\

out there, very friendly.

JACKSON: He's just a fine fellow. His housekeeper has been

with him for twenty years, That speaks very well for him.

BURG: His mother evidently plaved no favoritas?

JACKSON: WNo, no, you know that story, "Which son.*®

BURG: Yas, yes, that came to my mind.
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JACKSON: BShe told me that story too., E-id they came and
asked her, "Aren't you proud,” and T said, "Which son?" ghe
had a marvelous mother too, though. Her mother when [General
Philip] Sheridan, you know, burning everything--. One of the
northern soldiers had his gun up to fire the barn, they was to
burn it, and she pulled the gun down and the soldier went on,
That would have taken a lot of courage, They put everything in
barns. Well, in 1917 when my father took us back there that
barn was still standing; it was over a hundred years old at

that time. It's gone now.
BURG: Now 4id 1da tell you that story about her mother?

JACKSON: No, my father told me that,

.l. .}
i (AN
WILSONM: How much older was your father than Ida? '

'3
'ill

{Biny B

JACKSON: He was born in Jsnuary of '55, and she was born in

May '62, saven years.
WILSON: BAnd they had come out hare before Ida came to school?

JACKEON: Yes. T think Uncle Will, the praacher, came first,

He was the oldest, And then, T don't know, Will and John,
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John was shot when he was sixteen, accidentally. And Jake is
the one that went to Seattle; he came here for a while, I
think Uncle Will came, and then I think papa came next. Papa

came in January of '77,
BURG: '777

JACKSON: '77. He was twenty-one years old the day he landed,
and the next day he was twenty-two, his birthday. He was
twenty-two. He had three hundred dollars in his pocket. I
wonder if that's how much Aunt Ida had, But he had that much
money, and he thought he would put it in a bank. Then he
thought, oh, 1'll be buying a team of horses, and they won't
xnow whether my check's good or not{ o he kept the money in

his pocket, and the next day the bank was closed. w

BURG: One of the panics. \{1’11}
JACKEON: I don't know whether it was or whethar--

WILSON: In '77, yes,

BURG: I think so.

WILSON: Depression, panic, a lot of banks closad down,

particularly in ¥ansas, There were a great many.
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JACKSON: Well, I just thought that, you know, carrying three

hundred dollars around with You in those days.

BURG: Pretty risky.

JACKSON: Yesa,

BURG: You ever remember your father saying anything about

Ida coming out, how he viewed that? Did he think that--

JACKEON: ©Oh, I think he was glad to have her come. T think
he wae glad to have her come. I have tried to find the Aunt
Mary Ann who was his mother's sister, Ida went to live with

her grandparents and Mary Ann when her mother died. This

Aunt Mary Ann was, ch, she was fifty, about when she cama out
here. And I have tried to find where she was buried, but I've
never been able to. Some of this I'd just as soon wasn't on—-—,
You know she came out here and was married and lived less than
a8 year after she came here. The Link book says she was buried
here, but I don't know., Papa was—-T guess I'm getting childish
when I say "papa.” That's what we called him when we were
little. Then we called him "dad,” and now whem T'm talking to

my children I say "father" because {f I say "dad” they think
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I'm talking about their dad. Often during war time when he
went in the house he would find his mother on her kneas in
prayer. My father told me that his mother, when she'd be

weaving upstairs, she'd take her shoes off to save her shoes,

BURG: There's frugality for vou. Well, it must have interested
you, Mrs. Jackson, to see the Eisenhower house that yvou'd bheen

in numerouvs times—-

JACKBON: Out here?

i
J

BURG: Yas, the one in Abilene, being preserved as it was, &%nj?
JACKECN: O©Oh, yes. Yes that west windew in the, well, she had

her piano in that room, but over in that west window she had a

few flowers, but they had their reading material in that. And she
had a, it seemed to me, a little rockery I called it a sewing
rocker, there by that west window, And then out this way from the
house, northwest from the house, she had a bed of lilies. That's
one thing I'm like her--I love lilies. She had this bed of 1ilies,
She didn't have a lot of other--

BURG: Are thay calla lilies?

JACKEON: Neo, no, they're Madonna lilies. The get up so high,

and they're very fragrant.
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BURG: Wonder if those are still there, Don?

JACKSON: HNo, no, they're gone.

WILSON: Do you remember whan you wers there in 1904, the

big barn? Was it still standing?

JACKSON: Yes, there was a bam thare then. I'm sure there

was because they had the horse there that had besn—-

WILSON: The veterinarian's.

JACESON: Yes, Uncle Dave's brothar,

WILSON: We've tried to track down when that was taken down ,

but you may 1t was still there as late as 1904,

JACEKEON: Oh, I know it was, I'm sure it was. TI'm sure it
was. Becaussa they didn't build anything else. The barn was

out there and the chicken house there, too.

WILSON: And then the garden was out directly east.

JACEEON: Yes, aant,

BURG: Neow when we talked with Milton in the home and he saw
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the pianc, he laughed about it and said that he'd enjoyed
playing it after dinner and couldn't understand for guite some
time why his father would rise from his reading and come over
and close the door. Then it occurred to him that, playing as
loud as he was playing, he was disturbing his father's reading
and study. who was playing it when you were there? In that

earlier period, was-——
JACKSON: I don't remember of anyona playing it,
BURG: Ida presumably knew how to play it.

JACKSON: Oh, I think she knew how but, ch, you get so busy
with all the things that are involved, the things that have
to be done. And possibly with us being there it made more

PR ¢

BURG: Yesa, that could be too., Mrs. Jackson says that for
the life of her she can not remember where she slapt in that

housa, and it had to be crowded.

JACKSON: No, I can't remembar when we were littley I haven't

the least idga. Seems to me she said somaething about making

pallets, wall, of course, in our old house when I was a

1*"‘
;]
.

—

s
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youngster, my mother made pallets on the floor. When we had
company, why you didn't think about being crowded. 1t was
kind of fun to sleep or the floor. And our house was always
Grand Central “tation for both sides of the house because my
dad loved company, and my mother loved to cook. So our house
was whare everybody came, both sides. Uncle Worth and Aunt
Laura came from Virginia in 1912, and, oh, dad wanted them
to stay longer, just wanted them to stay longer, but they
waren't going to travel on Sunday, weren't going to ride the

train cn Sunday.

BURG: Mrs. Jackson, in that Eisenhower home with that many
boys, life couldn't have been smooth all the time. Do you

ever remember Ida discussing with you problems that she had
i
or was she one more to keep it to harsalf? 5 -

i
L]

-
&

R T

JACKSON: 1 think she ironed out the problems right as she

want aleng. Whatever came up, right then she took care of it.
BURG: It didn't hang on?

JACKSOH: HNo, I don't think it did. She was an unusual woman.
0f eourse part of that could be prejudice begyuse I loved her

8o much,
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BURG: Well, let's ask about that. Have you encountered anyone

in your life that vou would rate higher as a human being than 1da?

JACKEON: Not in all waye. T have had two or three women who I've
admired very much. But none with more genuine common sense and
kindness--1 don't have the words that I'd like to use--but that had
the ability to do the things that she 4id. When thinking of
Dwight that guotation from Kipling's "If." “If vou can walk with
kings nor lose the commen touch", often comes to mind. And he
didn't lose "the common touch", One of wy friends had a grandson
who waited on Dwight when he was so sick. He felt very privileged
to do the most menial things for Dwight. I think he admired and

loved Dwight toeo.

BURG: Can you give me some axamples of the things that she did

that impressed yvou--the ability te run that house as she did>

JACKSON: I think she gave them their job to do and expected
them to do it, and, because she expected them to do it, they

knew they'd batter.

BURG: How I asked her son, "Even after you were president of
Kansas State University you told me you kept coming back te the

house." 1 asked him, 4id he sti1l find his parents as
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enjoyable to be with when he was » young man aE he had when
he was 2 boy? PHe thought about it for a minute and grinned,
and he said that no one had asked him that. Yea, he thought
of them as being just thoroughly good company Ister. WonlA

that coincide with your fealinge ahout--
JACKBON: Aunt Tda, ves,
FURG: ==about Aunt T@a? An intalligent woman,

JACKE2ON: Oh, yes. She put First things firat. T don'‘t know, ;‘2\

maybe it's just because T'm & woman. but there are people,
thare's a pull when you first know them. And why, T don's know .,
Now Uncle will, papa's brothar who was a minister, he died in
July hefore I was five in RAugust. He died of TE, and he lived
half a mile from the home, and he had walked down and sat in the
rocker by the Aining room window. W Ai4n't have a living room.
There were two rockers, sand he'aA 8it by the window, and 1'4
climb on his lap and stroke his beard. T den't remember of any
other affection that T showed., but all through the vears T've
loved that man. Papa 414 too. He Aied when he Wag=-=well, let's

s2e--he was born in '49, and he died in "99. He wasn't quite

fifty years old. FPut now why that pull of a 1ittle =hi{ld rowa rd
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people like that, and that's the same way with Aunt Tda. Now
my mother's sisters ang brothers, I never had any of that with

them, Wwhy?

BURG: It's intriguing, very intriguing, And it's good to have
someone who will tell us about this kind af feeling for Mras,

Eisenhowar, Clearly, she raised a WOSE unusual family,
JACKEON: Didn't she though?

BURG: I spoke of that te mMilton too, the enormous amount of
talent that came from that one small house. Tt would be your
view that a good bit of that was due more to the mother than--
it'se hard to Put, isn't it, what one €an say comes more from

the mother than it does from the father, {W
JACKSON: Well, of course, he was a fine man and came from a
fine family, Uncle Dave had two brothers who were preachers,
and I heard one of them, Unele Irie, 7t don't know who the other
one was: I never saw him that I know of, but they weren't very
proud of him. uUnecle Irie was, well really, 1'4 2y he was a
fanatic about religien. And he was one of these dramatic type

Preachers, and T heard him once in a mission, down here in

town, preach. But he didn't appeal to me. He didn't have thae
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stability that Uncle Dave Aid. Uncle Dave was a fine man, but
he wams just not outgoing: he just wasn't., Aunt 1da though,

she was, well to have a mother that would do what ghe did.

nmmlhtufmmthnm.
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