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MR« BARSASH: March 3, 1964, Oral interview with Mra. S.J. Lons at her home.
Mrs. Long, will you please identify yourself anc tall us your

relationahip to The Hells Sprines Croamery?

HRS. LONG: I was boolkdessper at The Belle Springe Creoarery Company for thirtesn

Years.

MR, BAGAASH: Mrs. Lonr, how did The Belle Springs Creamery come to be estabe

lighed in Abilens, Xansas?

MRSe LOUG: The Creamery “omparny was first sstablished about nine mllas seuth

of abileone, ana three and one=hal! miles cast, al & placs called Belle Springs,

Kansas, in 1086. ¥r. Fornsy move: from his farm in October, 1889 to Abllens.

Iy this time a new =nd larper plant wus bull: 1in Abdleno.

MR« BAREASH: Who was respomaible for the fpunding of The Pells Springs Creamery

and for bringing it to Abilena?

Hitie LOWG: Tather -- Hre Forney - was on the farm. [e realized the increasing

of butter and eggs that were taken to the gtores in Abllene to get in trads pro-

visions amd goods and o credit balance increased above thai of the nesd, so

there these farmers began to look for _ifferent cutlets. So, on a hot day in

hupuet in 1805, in the shade of a box elder tres, was held a meeting attendsd

by Ju¥. Forney, JeE. Wasley; Bl and Christian Hoffman, and N.0. Harshey.

All of thrge men bad Leen fdentified with dairy business in lancaster County,

and they declded to have Yr. J.¥. Farvay make an investigation of th- ereamoriose-

which he should visit hin home place 1n lancaster County, fennoylvinds--sthiich
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visit he took in the <intor of 1885 and 10if.

FRs PARBASH: Mrs. Long, what was the result of your father's trip to
"mrmeylvania?

MR3, 1001 My Cather's vislt to Fennsylvaniae--no returned to Kansas, and

the matter was discuased with the partiss names before, and tugy aecldea to go
ahead with the building of thn Creamery--which they cdid in 1885 at Balle
Gpringo.

Mie CAROASH: Mra. Long, when and why was the Croamery transferped to ibilane,
Fansas?

Mit3. LONWO: The first Belle Sprimye rlant was cowplebed in November in 1fiG6,

at Pells Sprinie, whdeh is aboub twelve mllss frow Abilenc. Hr. F‘ur.n:ay moved
from the fara In ODctobar 10589 to Abilena, By this tlwe they nad bullt a new
and somewhat larper slant Ion Abdlens, into smich industry he put all of his
anorgy. They moved to Aldlene for tho reason that it was — the reason for
their moving 4o Abileno and bullding the Creamery was for the fact bhoatb Livy had
ratlroad Fagllitlos anc it was a shoppln; canters

“Re BARBASH: Mrge Long, how did you bocome cormectad with The Balle Sprinra
Creamar, and in what capacity?

HASe 1ONO: In the spring of 1903, Abilene had one of ils flocds, I was
attending Businese Collespe hore in a three-story bulloing, locatsd at

the corner of Cedar and Third. On account ef the flooc, tha top story fell to
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the bassmont, so, I lost sy Gypewrlter and my booka, and I had not egquite
comploted sy cour@e whao Chey tald mo I mleht come down to the Creamery office
and og gome pragiice work there == wideh T did == and started an o stenograpoer
In 1503.

MH. BARBASH: Mra. Long, woen did you otart to work at this Ureamery, ano what
type of work cid you do?

MR3. LUMG: I started to work 1n ihe Spring of 1903, and dia typlng and steno-
grachde worlk.

MR. BARDASH: Mrs, long, old you work at The Belle Springs Creamsry at the gams
tima that Tavid Eisenhower amd Twilght and -dgar Eisonhower workeo at the Creasery?
Mig, LOHGT I worksd at the Creamsry from 1903 to tha £a1l of 1516 During thot
timn M. Eisenhowsr was thers -- empleyed as the enginesr, and also the boys,
Edgar and Dwicht, worked thors during thelr wmostion perdods in the sumuer,

MR, BARBASH: !rge. Lonmp, what typs of work did Mr. Elssnnower perform at the
Croamary, and, later on, when '“a i‘wo Lgys, Dwight and Edgar, worked at tha
Creamary , what typs af weort did they perlora?

HR3. LOWO: Mr. Elsenhower wvas acting as enplneer. And in those days Lhey had

to fire bollera to create stoam Lo eperate the power to run the machinery.

During the vacstion periods 1n the summer, "wipght and Ddgar uwsually wore employed
at the Creamexry at washing cong, and Dwight worked in the butter rooms, whore tha
butter was manufactured, wvas printod and put into ths packares. 4nd then; in
later yosars, he dld - whan they began making ice -« he was anirec in the lce

departpont == ha "rulled” ice At the Croanary.



= Papo Four -

Hie BARBHASH: Hra. Long, st the bime bhat ‘wight Eisenhower worked at the Bella
Springa Creamery, wers thera any slgniflcant, or any happaninga, or ineldenta,
that took placs that you conslder werbly of =mentlondnp, or that you conslder
signifMeant of montionine here?

HRE. LONO: I just don't recall any speclal incloents at all, only thal we were
very ford of the boym, and they were Just llke any 1ittle bays at that age., They
were honest and always very respectful —- anc == rather aigy.

HMR. BARBASH: Mras Loog, the accounts of the Delle Springs dairy show that, ab
variceug timss, the Elser:gner!s wers erscited for small items, puch as ice eream
and, aametlmes, large itéms =- gueh as woodan-goled shosse Could you tell us how
the ecredit was made regarding the les eroam, und alne whyr 1t was meccasary for
the boys to puwrohase wooden=jgolod shoes?

MHS. LONO: The Belle Springs Creamery later began manufacturing ice eream, and
all of the smployess would purchase lce eream fram tie plant, taking hooe perhaps
a pint or a guart or seo, aml you'll find on the records where Dwight was charged
with a quart of lee eream and 1t was baken from his salary, so it's recovdsd on
the books in that way. And, otherwlse, rou wlll find ho was charged with the
purchasing of shoms. When IWieght worked in the tutter rooms, they wers on cemernt
floors == and they wers alwayn wet -- ano to protect them, they wores hoavy shoos
witn wooden scles, whieh wers purchused by ths company and furnished to thelr men,
gz gharped to bthes and taken from Lholr salaiiog.

FR. BARBASH: Mroe. Long, dld you have any combact with the Elsenhower family,
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putedde of the Belle Borines Creamery, and, if you did, can you give us a
penepal irdea of whal tyne of contact Lhis wan?

MRS, LOHT: Wy family and the Elsenhowor's were alwaye frlends and vislted back
ang forthe. They slso attencec the Brethrem in Christ Church, of which they were
masbers at ore tire, and the chilsren went to ounowy dehool thers, and that
raally in my Aassctlatden with themy; more than angthing else, I cas romamber of
golng to the Bisenhowsr home whan they boys sero osgll and I woulc gee the aothsp
sitting at the plano, teaschlng ome of the bavs thelr pland lassona.

MR. HATHASHt Do you remembar who -- whit boy -- the mother was teaching the
plans to¥f

HAS. LOv0: I think it was Roy that she woo piving the losgons -- wiom I gaws

#iw
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