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Thig is =n interview being taped with Mr. H. J. Porter on
December 16th, 1975 in Mr. Porter's home in Houston, Texas.
Fresent for the interview, Mr. Porter and Dr. Maclyn Burg of
the Bisenhower Library staff,
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DR. BURG: We were just discussing before we started the inter-
view and Mr. Porter was going to speak to the guestion about

the New York group, Tom Dewey and Cabot Lodge and Herb Brownell,
and their role or lack of activity in connection with the Texas

gituation in 1952.

ME, PORTER: Well, they set up & committee while General Eisenhower
was in France organizing NATO composed of Governor Dewey, former
senator Cabot Lodge, and Senator Jim Duff of Penmsylvania. I

had a great deal of difficulty getting recognized as the Eisenhower
leader in Texas by that committee, except for Senator Duff, who
came down here in the fall of 1951 and made a tour with me owver
part of the state of Texas. Governor Dewey had an old political
friend by the name of Dick Wall of Dzllas and apparently Wall

had assured the governor that he could get some delegate votes

in 2 trade with Pweifel.

DR. BURG: This is Henry Zweifel,
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PORTER: Henry Zweifel, who was the leader of the Taft forces

in Texas and national committeeman. So apperently Governaor
Dewey and Cabot Lodge wanted to do business through Wall instead
of me, and they really got mad at Jim Duff for having come down
here when he did. Finally, in early 19252 they partially gave

up on their plans te have Wall handle the Eizenhower campaign

in Texas and sent-=now I can't recall this fellow-——sent a man
down whom I knew to he present at the opening of the state head-
gquarters in Dallas. I met him in Ft. Worth and driving aver to
Dallas he told me that he had been instructed to see Dick Wall.
And I teold him emphatically that he was down here to participate
in the cpening of the state headguarters which Wall would have
nothing whatever to do with and that after we had gpened the
state headgquarters we would have a visit with Wall., I told him
that Wall had an understanding with Pweifel for a certain number
of delegates and Taft would get the rest. Well, after ws opened
the state headguarters, we went over to the Adolphus Hotel

where Wall met with us. The account of the opening of the state
headguarters for Eisenhower had gone out over radic. We hadn't

any more than getten in the guite until the phene rang and it
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was for Dick wall. We retired to the sitting room so he could
talk privately if he wanted teo, but we could hear his end of the
conversation. And it was with Henry Zweifel he informed us
after it was over with. And apparently Zweifel was asking him
if he was going to have anything to do with the campaign. And
after that--oh I wish I could call the man's name--I told the
gentlemen from MNew York, "Now are you satisfied that what I'wve

been telling you about Wall and Zweifel having a trade?”

and he said, "I'm fully satisfied.™

Bnd I had no further trouble with the group in New York.

BURG: So it sounds like this Well-Zweifel thing was in the
old pattern of Texas Republicanism, where you're going to he
satisfied with a little bit. And what you had in mind was you
could take the whale Texas delegation for Eisenhower. And the
MHew York crowd almost let themselves get suckered into faking a
little Lit of the Texas delegation in preference to taking the

whole delegstion that vou probably could deliver.

PORTER: ‘That ie right, If it'd bheen left to them entirely, they
wounld have settled on Wall to handle the BEisenhower campaion in

Texas and taken eight or tLen votes and been zatisfied, which
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would have resulted in the nomination, in my opinion, of

Senptar Taft,

BURG: Now do you think that they mede the contact with Wall

pretty much on the strength of Dewey's friendship with Wall?

PORBTER: I don't think there's any doubkt of it. T doubt if
the others even knew him. Now Herbert Brownell came into the
campaion after all that maneuvering. He came in and took
charge of the campaign as chairman of it. TI'd known Brownell

for several vears and we had the best of relations all during

the campaign and are still friends.

BIURG: That was what I was going teo ask vou, if you were
gatisfied with the way Brownell viewed and handled the Texas

situation.

PORTER: I was perfectly satisfied. MAs a matter of fact, at my
invitation he cdme to the state convention at Mineral Wells and

stayed in my suite and was 2n oksexrver of all the events preceding
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the meeting of the state convention. And he made the remark
after the state committee had ruled oot all of our delegates.
all contests, all ferty of them, resalved in favor of the Taft

a0 1 m b m 18 =ai 7 i 5
pecple, he made the remark, he =aid, "Now we have an issue.”

BURG: I was going to say that when he appeared, at your
regquest, you must have come under a heavy fire from the Taft

Republicang at Mineral Wells.
PORTER: T deon't think--they might not have known he was there.

BURG: ©Oh, really?

PORTEE: But I did come under heavy fire and so did Jim Duff
when he had come to Texas the previous fall., His plane had
no more than erossed the Sabkine River until Zweifel let out with

a blast of his coming deown here and interfering in party affairs.

EURG: Well I figured the samé kind of remark would be made
about Brownell. But your impressieon was that maybe the Zweifel

group didn't really know Brownell was here.

PORTER: Well if they did I don't have any reccllection of it.
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And I know at the hearing before the credentials committee one
member of the committee asked that he ask me some guestions.
And he asgked me if Brownell was present in Mineral wWells at
the time of the conventiecn, I told him, "Yes, he was,"

He saysz, "Where did he stay?"

I said, "He stayed in my sulte." I said, "Carrcll Reece

and Dave Ingalls were both there, too."

BURG: Staying in the same suite? T

PORTER: No! u}x

BURG: But present while Brownell was there.

PORTER: Yes. Carroll Beece and Dave Ingalls were the leaders
of the Taft forces. I said, "They were alspc in Mineral wWells,"

But Ehat man =2alid he had ng further guestions to ask.

BURG: He would liked to have gotten you on that--

PORTER: Ye=.

BURG: ——if he could have. I'd forgotten that Reece and Ingalls

were there, too.
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FORTER: Well they were.

BURG: Sort of a swarming taking place. That gives some
impreesion of how important the Texas fight was considered to
be, by both sides. Let me ask you since you've mentioned
Brownell--I've never met him perscnally. I've read some
interviews done with him. Can you describe him as a man?
When you think of that man, what major attributes come to vour

mind akout him, about his character and his ability?

PORTER: Well, first place, Herberlt Brownell is a fine lawyer;
he served as attorney general in the Eisenhower Cabinet. Very
personahle, likeable man, and with a great background and
experience in national polities. When he came in and supplanted
that committee as chairman of the Eisenhower campaign nationally,
things began to fall in place and operating smoothly all over

the country.

BURG: Did vyvou ever hear, Mr. Porter, what individual or individu-
alg made the strong pitch te bring Brownell into the campaign

to help organize and manage it?
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FORTER: I odo not know that, but it might have been General
Lucius Clay. He was working with that committee. A3 a8 matter
of fact, I went to see General Clay in New York and explained
what was going on and I think that the fact they sent that man
down for the opening of the state headguarters was probably at

the insistence of General Clay.

BURG: Now you had gone to see Clay, would it have been the

avtumn of 19517

PORTER: Oh, yes.

BURG: About that period of time.

PORTER: Or it might have been early January.

BURG: Yes, of '52. You knew he was associated with this
movement bo elect the GCeneral and vet what I don't anderstand--
how did you happen to pick him out to go to? Y¥You did not go to
Lodge--and Daff had come here—-hbut you went to Clay. Do vou

remembker why vou went to him?

PCRTER: A mutual friend of General EBisenhower's and mineg, L.F.
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MeCollum, who at that time was president of the Continental

0il Company suggested I go see General Clay.

BURG: So Mr. McCollum ¥%¥new that Clay was closely associated

with this.

PORTER: And I'm sure General Clay was in touch with General
Eisenhower while he was in France. The reason I know that is
when 1 wrote General Bisenhower and asked him for a commitment
on state ownership of the tidelands, sspecially Texas, the

reply I got back from him was sent to General Clay.

BUORG: From Francea.

PORTER: Yes. And General Clay sent it dowm here.

BURG: Do you remember just the gist of that reply, becauses I
wanted to talk with you later in this interview about the tidalands
situation. Did he give you what you would consider to be a

hopeful prognosis with respect to tidelapds?

PORTER: Well he made a definite commitment that he favored Texas

owning their Tidalands. If you'll cut it off I'll explain some-
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thing to vou.
[Interruption]

BURG: Now, pardon me Mr. Porter, vou were saying that when

Texas entered the Union—-=

PORTER: In the treaty of annexation Texas reserved her tidelands

out to the eleven—-mile limit.

BURG: And they had it written inteo the treaty.

FORTER: It was written inte the treaty. And the Democrat
administration had refused to do anything about concerning eor
acknowledging Texas ownership of those lands, those snbmerged

lands=s.

BURG: When you say the Democratic administration, Roosewvelt and

Truman?

PORTER: Yes, administrations. BSo Senator Taft had made a
commitment favoring Texas ownership of her tidelands; it's tChe
reason I wrote General Eisenhower in the first place, asking him

ta make a cormitment on it. The other states got their tidelands
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out to the three-mile limit, which was the custom. T don't
think the United States at that time asserted ownership beyond

the three-mile limit.

BURG: No sir. Three miles was it.

PORTER: But the difference in Texas and other gtates was that

Texas as a sovereign republic had entered the Union by annexation.

BURG: And for whatever reason had chosen an gleven-mile limit.

I. i fg_mll
PORTER: 1T think that eleven mile was an old Spanish custom of [ =

; gal

claiming eleven miles.
BURG: I see. Be interesting to check that out.

PORTER: Texas having been under Spanish rule prior to the Texas

revalution.

BURG: Sure, sure. Let me ask you this, It's kind of a tough
gquestion this late, but can vou recollect what your course of
action might have been had that letter, which General Eisenhower
asked General Clay to give to you, had that letter stated that
he was against Texas having that? Would that have changed your

actions here inm Texas?
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PORTER: I'm econfident it would hawve.

BURG: You'd have taken a totally different look, or at least
another strong look at Eisenhower as a candidate. You had the

Taft assurance that he would accept that Texas plan.

PORTER: It would have made it practically impossible to wage
a winning campaign in Texas if he had taken a contrary stand

on ik,

BIURG: I see. So your campaign approach in '52 rested to a \
considerable degree on his announced stand regarding Texas

tidelands.

PFORTER: Yes, I would probably have supported him because I
thought he would make a good President, but we could net have
waged the campaign successfully like wa did had he taken the

other viewpoint.

BURG: May I ask, did General Clay send that letter to vou
through the mails? It was just forwarded to wyou; he did not
have it hand-delivered to vou and yvou did not go up to New York

to pick up the letter.
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PORTER: MNo, I tell you the way it was delivered. General Clay
first sent it to Oveta Hobby for delivery to me, which she did.

He apparently wanted her cpinion of the letter. BAnd she highly
aspproved of it and she and I discussed what newspaperman in

Texas would be the best cne to handle the story, and she suggested

a man with the Dallas NWews. I can't recall his name right now,

but I made & trip to Dallag and he and his editor came to my
guarters at the Baker Hotel and saw the letter and made =z picture

of it and then they broke the gtory. f

BURG: Why did Mrs. Hobby counsel vou to use & Oellas newspaper,

passing over the Houston Post?

FORTER: T think she wanted wider coverage. The Dallas News

was state-wide; the Houston Post had & limited coverage outside

the culf coast territory. I think that was the reascn. She

wanted the letter to get the widest publiecity possible.

BURG: So she let the Dallas News hreak the story: then the

Houston Post copied and spread it further. Now you had never

met General Clay at that point. vou had not met him personally.
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PORTER: Yeg, I had met him before that letter.

BURG: Jh, vou had?

PORTER: Yes, Well, on that trip to New York.

BURG: 5o vou made the trip to Mew York pricr te the releasse of

thig letter.

PORTER: T think that's right. 1=

S
BURG: May I ask your impressions of Clay on yvour first meeting?
He was just back, relatively soon after his experiences in

Germany.

PORTER: 1T was very favorably impressed with General Clay. He

was a very nice man and I think smart and capable.

BURG: How much political mavvy? It seemed like such an odd
thing for him to suddenly appear in the middle of that campaign,
although I suppose maybe his experiences in Germany had been zome

kind of preparation for this sort of thing.,

PORTER: Well it wasn't in the middle of the campaign; it was the

early davs of the campaign.
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BURG: Yes, I mean in 1952 suddanly there he is working intimately

with a political campalgn-—-—

PORTER: My guess is that General Eisenhower had great confidence
in him and asked him t¢ kind of keep an eye on things. I think
that may have bheen the reason. Of courses, naturally when hes
supported me, like I think he did, in that controversy with

Deway and Lodge, I'd naturally think he had a lot of politieal

SAVVY. L -y

BURG: And he strikes me, Erom what I've read about him in
seome of the correspondence and cables that he sent back from
Germany, he strikes me az being a very intelligent man, highly

intelligent man.

PORTER: I den't think there is any guestion about it.

BURG: And capable in the business world, as I think he's proven

many, many times in these last twenty-some years.

FORTER: Yes.

BURG: Now, we ware talking, teo, about Brownell and Brownell



Mr. H. J. Porter, 1l2-16-75 Fage 1o

also seems to be cut from that kind of mold. Now he had had
pelitical campaign experience with Dewey on perhaps two national

elections at least, plus perhaps some work in Hew York state.

PORTER: He had been national chairman. And I don't think that
at that time there was any man in Admerica with more political
savvy then Herbert Brownell. And everyhody that knew him liked

him., &nd I'm sure they still do; I know I still do.

BURG: So he was popular with your group here. T would assume
not so popular with the Henry Zweifel crowd; they perhaps saw

flaws in him.

PORTER: Well, I never read of any criticism of Brownell by

Ehem.

BURG: Here in the state,

PORTER: ¥es, Yes.

BURG: I see. So your relaticnships with him were good then
and continued good, You spoke of the fact that you still count

him as one of vour good friends.
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PORTER: That 1s right.

BURG: And Clay as well, I assume,.

PORTER: That one visit was the anly one I ever had with General

clay. But I was just most favorably impressed with him.

BURG: Now we had spoken, too, at our last sessien together,
about the cenvention: we covered that I think pretty thoroughly.
and one af the things that you mentioned to me as we hraoke up

at our last meeting was that I was to ask yvou about the vice-

presidential neminations at the Chicage convention in '52, and
I think this would be especially interesting in view of what

has happened in the past eighteen months.

PORTER: Well, Brownell, of course, was in charge of the Eisenhower
forees at the national convention in Chicago, and he invited me
ta serve on 8 committee te select a vice-presidential candidate

after the nomination had been made.

BURG: You were part of that group.

PORTER: Yes. And I remember very well that Governor Dewey wWas
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algo there and his opening statement to the members of the
committee were, "Now 1f any of vou favor a certalm candidate,
why, we'll hear what yvou have to say, then you have to withdraw
from the meeting." Come to think about it, I believe General
Clay was on that committee Bnd that I sat next to him. But
after a gqood deal of conversation among all of us, finally
Governaor Dewey said, "well, what sbout Dick Nixon?" Well
everybody knew that was the word, as we say sometimes in Texas,

from the horse's mouth.

BiRe: 2nd that was the first time Mixon's name had been

mentioned in that meeting, I take it.

PORTER: That's right, although there was some, well, agitation

at the convention for him as the running mate.

BURG: Was that agitation on the fleoor; from delegates?

PORTER: Well, no, among delegates, they were talking zhout it.
Then, after Nixon was nominated, I can't remember, but a week or
two, maybe three weeks, he was attacked in stories about having

had a fund reised for him in Californiaz for the purpoase of making
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anti-communist speeches over the ceountry, to pay his expenges.

80 when that story broke, I had a8 schedule of the campaign-—-
[Interruption]

BURG: You had & scheduale and vou knew that Eisenhower's campaign

train was [hen in St. Louis.

PORTER: Yes. So I ealled Arthur Summerfield and asked him if
MNixon used any of that money for personal uses, other than expenses

ta go to make these speeches. He said, " Not one dollar of itfﬂﬂ?ﬁ\
£y

went into his pocket.” = =

d it
a2nd I said, "Where in the hell can you find a senator or J
governor that hasn't had something similar to that done for
him."
He gays, "I don't know where we'd find ona,"
And I says, "I think that that makes him a most attractive

candidate for wvice president and I certainly hope that he stays

an the ticket."

BURG: I was going te ask you ahout the timing invelved. The

story broke, did yvou eall Summerfield literally as spon as that
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etory broke? SHecause Summerfield had an answer for you, which
medans Summerfield would have had to have heen in conkact with

Nixon Lo get that information he gave you.

PORTER: Well he might have had a rumer of it and been in con=-
tact with Nixon, or =lse they had checked Nixon before his name

was put up. for vice-president.

BURZ: Well, that's also possgsible.

PORTER: But I remember very well 1 was reading the paper,
Saturday morning paper, and them I just reached for the telephone
and called Summerfield. And then I got up and bad breakfast and
went to my office. In the conversation he said, "I wish you'd '
send me 3 telegram saying what vou have said." T went to my
gffice to type it so0 I could take it to Western lUnion and not
risk it being garbled. BAnd as I walked into my office the
talephone rang, it was Summerfield, said, "Where's that telegram?®
I says, "I'm down here te wWrite it and I'm taking it down
to Western Union in just a few minutes."
and I remember wvory well that when I gave it to the

Weatern Union girl and she read it., 8She =zaid, "Mr. Porter, I
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think you're right." BAnd then I knew I was right about him
being a fine candidate. And he was, He drew big crowds
everywhere he went. And a general rule, a vice-president

almost had to speak at coffee parties or such.
EURG: Yes, in previous years.
PORTER: Yes.

BURG: That's right.

PORTER: We had Nixon, several appearances here in Texas, I
don't think he drew less than ten thousand at an airport meeting.

He drew, generally, as well as General Eisenhower did.

BURG: I see. MNow I was going ta ask you, it's tough to pose a
guestion like this--do you, first of 211, remember how many of
you took part in that meeting to propose 2 nominse for the wice-

presidential spot?

PORTER: Oh, I would say there were six or eight. One of them

was Dan Thornton of Colorado, former governor.,

EURGC: He was there.
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PORTER: Yes, he was there.

BURG: Tom Dewey was there; you were there; you wonder if

perhaps—-

PORTER: PBrownell was present.

BURG: And Brownell was present. Tucius Clay, vou thought.

PORTER: I think he was sitting right by me.

BURG: Do you remember any others in that group?

PORTER: Right now I can't recall any others.

BURG: Can vou speculate as to why that particular group of
Republican party leaders happened to be chosen for that partic-

ular task?

PORTER: Well my guess is that they were chosen by Brownell with

approval of General Eisenhower.

BURG: Dewey and Brownell, both Rew York types: Thornton from
the West: you from the South; Clay is the neon-political figure

that Eisenhower evidently had a great regard for.
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PORTER: Well T don't think it was selected on @ geographical
bhagis, but there were three or four others there and I can't

call their npames Dow,
BURG: Don't happen to remember if Frank Carlson was there?

PORTER: T dan't helieve he was. He could have been; that's

bheen & long time ago.

BURG: Various names were passed arcund and I think that the
various records and sccounts speak of some of the names that

were brought up. It interests me that it was Mr. Dewey who

you recollect as bringing out the name Richard Nixon.

PORTER: That is right.

BURG: No one else had really spoken of that. Wwhen his name

was menticned, it was a familiar name to you?

PDRTER H C'h Fl }'E'E -

BURG: You knew something about him and his background.

PORTER: Everybody knew something abhout him.
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BURG: Do you happen to recollect, Mr. Porter, when his name
was mentioned, hew did the group react? Was it an immediate
reaction, or did people stay silent and think akeout it for

a while?

FORTER: The reaction was immediate, and we voted on it unanimously,
and I don't think it 21l took five minuotes after his name was

mentioned.

fﬁuuhh
BURG: Did Mr. Dewey leave the room? B ﬂ

r -I.I‘
1
Fpry (2
S

FORTER: Wo.,
BURG: He did not.

PORTER: Under his rules he didn't have teo. He didn't recommend
him. He just come up with his name. And you see Nixon was a
very popular man at that time on account of his work on the

commilttee-—-anti-
EUBEGS: "The House n=-2merican——

FORTER: The House Un-American——
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BURG: --Affairs.

PORTER: ==Affairs Committee, and he had been responsible for
sending Algier Hiss to the penitentiary. He'd done a great job

an that committese.
BURG: He was a yvoung man and a Westerner, all of which--

PORTER: Yes, and from California, geographically that was tﬁT§\

Good . E

BURG: Sc in & language more typical of today, the image that
he could project was a very good one, would do the party no
harm; you're running, really, an elder man as the candidate and

you give him a very young running mate which would do no harm.
PORTER: That's right, and a very fine campaigner.

BURG: Energetic—-

PORTER: Yes.

BUAG: =—-in his campaigning.
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FORTER: Yes., T think Nixon was practically inexhaustible at
the time. I spent a night and a day with him and Pat at Ft.
Worth amd then at the Dallas fair, and late in the afternoon,
early evening, after an airport reception-—that was after he
was vice-president--he was still going strong and I was wern

out. And I was a lot younger then than I am now.

BURG: Sometimes, Mr. Porter, you can look at someone and Yo

Loaleh
can judge how they are reacting to the situation e fﬁf_ﬁ.;

—
&

Was he the kind of man who enjoyed mesting people and being =

with people?

PORTER: T certsinly think so. I always got that impression
of him, BAnd Pat was just as good a hand at it asz he was, that's

his wife.

BURG: You didn't find him reserved, aloof mavbe would bhe the

word I'd--

PORTER: HNo, I wouldn't, I'd never call him alcof, He was a very

natural person at the time,
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BURG: I'm glad vou gualified with "at the time" because of
course more recently thiz kind of thing has been raised in

many, many circles in the country that it seemed as though in
the White House he progressively became shot further and

further away from the realities of the country, its temperament,

everything.

PORTER: That always happens to & President.

BURG: Your judgment is that they all-- s

PORTER: The staffs always bhuild & fence around them. Mr. Jesse
Jones told me that, when he was secretary of commerce in Roosevelt's
administration and head of the RFC [Reconstruction Finance Corpor-
ation}, thet he could net get an appointment with the President
through the staff, that he had to get a mutual friend to arrange

for him bto zsse the President.

RURG: A ecabinet member.

PORTER: Yes.

FURGZ: He had to come in the back door,
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PORTER: That's right.

BURG: Would you make that same sbservation about Mr, Eisenhower?
Was it your impression that his staff eimilarly shut him away

from ocontact?

FORTER: That's right. They'll always do it. Apparently always
have. You know when a man crosses the Potomac, and especially
if he goes on the presidential =taff, overnight becomes a 'great

.?iiaﬂ

mar . [

BURG: You think that may be written inte the commission that
the President signs for him? A little phrase in there--"you are

now a great man."
PORTER: I've seen it happen too many times.
BURG: Probably to the detriment of the ceountry.

PORTER: No gquestion about it. I think a President--of course
he can't see everybody that wants to see him, but he should not
allow his staff te shut everybody out, and apparently Nixon's

staff shut evervbody out from him.
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BURG: It seems to be the abksolube casge in American history.

I don't think I can come up with another President who seemingly
became so isolated as a result of a staff over-protecting him.
And I wondered whether iE was your impression that Mr. Nixon

had always tended te put up olher peogple as a shield to keep
people away from him, or whether that might have been scmething

that occurred pver time or perhaps, as yvou have suggested,

accurred when he entered- -the highest position in the land. \

PORTER: He was never that way, in my opinion, prior te becoming

President.

BURG: Fow let me zsk vou, because I know-—

PORTER: As a matter of fact, it was so bad during his adminis-
tration that, if I wanted to get a letter to him, I addressed it
to his personal secretary for delivery. T knew 1if I didn't,

he'd never see it.

BURG: But letters addressed that way did reach him and vou

received responses—-
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FORTER: Yes.

BURG: --that indicated to you that he was handling that matter

himself, that is he was responding to--

PORTER: Well it indicated to me that he zaw the letter., I

didn't have many occasions to write him, but I did a few times.

BURG: You knew him best and most freguently during the years of

fﬁﬁaﬁy
i 3

the Eisenhower administration. =

Nt

oL TR
w S gy
g o e

PORTER: Yes,.

BURG: Well I was going to ask yvou to continue, because I know
that this was an important thing to all of you here in Texas and
particularly to you and the group that worked so hard here for
the President's election--the tidelands matter which you've
already introduced by speaking of that letter, did not go as vou
had heoped it would go. Things did not work out as you hoped.

Can vou fill me in on--

FPORTER: Oh, yes it did.

EUORG: Did it?
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PORTER: 0Oh, by congressional act and the President signed it.

BURG: &o you got, themn, the thing that was so wvitally important

Lo you.

PORTER: Texas got out to her eleven-mile limit and all the
othar ztates out ¢o three miles. Aand Louisiana has had a

tremendous number of fine il fields within their borders.

BURZ: Within that thres-mile gshelf off the coast.

PORTER: Yes. 1In Ffact it got far mom than Texas has becausa
the most productive sand pinches out off the Texas coast, but

it's a big, thick sand off the coast of Louisiana.

BURG: Just by a geological freak it--

PORTER: 8y a8 geological freak there's more oil off the cecast

of Louisiana than thers is off Texas.

BURG: And three miles of Louisiana compared to eleven miles of

Texas.

PORETEER: That's right.



Mr. H. J. Porter, 12-16-75 Page 32

BURG: I pea, Well, someheow I had the impression that this had
not gone as you might have wanted. Was there anvthing else in
connection with the ©il industry iteelf that proved a disappoint-

ment in the administration?

PORTER: The main disappointment I had with the administration
was the fact that they did not limit eil imports more than they
did. ©Cil was cheap in those days and the oil men were having
trouble financing exploratory wells, that is independents were,
becanse they weren't getting enough for their oil. And we were

bringing in several million barrels a day from Saudi Arahia.

BURG: So what yvou wanted in effect was a tarlff acainst that

cheap foreign pil--

PORTER: I didn't care anvthing about & tariff; I wanted them

to limit it. I togk the position that time in testifying before
& Bepate committee that it was dangerous to become so dependent
on oil in the Middle East, especially in time of war. Now

that wag==

BURG: Twenty-three wvears before we found out the hard way.
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FPORTER: Yes,

BURG: So an importation limit would have satisfied you.

PORTER: Yes, to cut it down some, T didn't want to cut it

all out, I dién't ask that-==-but reduce it.

BURG: You spoke of this with people in the administration

I'm sure. Not just congressiomal leaders that you could count
on as friends of yours, people who would listen to your point of
view. May I ssk who you took this matter to within the adminis-

tration itaelf? HT’:

PORTER: Sherman Adams.

BURG: Did you take it persconally, Mr. Porter. Or did--

PORTER: Yes.

BURG: You went to Washington and talked with Governor Adama.

FORTER: Yes.

BURG: What kind of reception did you receive from him? You

knew him from the campaign period, of course.
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PORTER: vYes, Well, he was courtsous but T wasn't getting any
results. They had a president of some college or university, I
forget his name now [Kevin McCann], was in charge of that, and he
thought he could do it b? writing letters to these importers.

And I told him and Sherman Adams at the same time that they

couldn't do it that way. They had to have positive action.

BURG: He thought the oil importers within the country could
be convinced to voluntarily cut back on the guantity that they

imported.
PORTEH: VYes,

BURG: It deesn't szeem like a very rezsonable way to approach

Lh

PORTER: BhAs a matter of fact, as president of an independent eil
business association, I was akle to get a reasonable cuthack
long before Eisenhower was elected President. This was back in

the 40s.

BURG: Among the independents.
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PORTER: No, among the major oil companies.

BURG: ©Oh, really?

PORTER: Talking to them one at a time. I didn't talk to two of

them at once, that'd heen wviolating anti-trust laws.

BURG: One at a time, But in the period from the'40s when you

did this and the early 'S0s, the early Fisenhower administration,

evidently they had gone back to-- PARLTY

PORTER: They had gone back up and they'd found more oil over

there apparently. 2And that was before the Suez Canal was clased,.

ARG : Refore bthat 1956 affair.

PORTER: Yes.

BURG: WNow I know that vou would not have been content with one
approach to Adams. You, I a2ssume, went back and persisted in

vour efforts.

PORTER: I probably did. I saw him many times. I'm sure that

I did.
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BIIRG: But it never seemed to get anywhere,

PORTER: ™Neo. All I'd get was those letters asking them to do

it.
EURG: Did you ever btake the matter to the President himself?
FORTER: Ma, I never did,

BURG: Was it because you thought it was something that should

ke handled at Adams' level or was it that you weren't permitted |

AT . o

Eo get in there? l

PORTER: Well I could have seen him, but I thought that this
is something that the President ocught not te be bothered with;

that they could do it.

BIJRG: So the end result was that all of yvour efferts came to

nothing.

PORTER: That is right.

BURG: And until wvery recent times.

PORTER: Yes.
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BURG: No substantial change whatsoever. We continued to bring
in as much cheap o1l as we could, and it would be your suggestion
that that handicapped the American il industry, restricted the

expleration that they did for new fields ang-—
PORTER: Sure it did.
BURG: =-worked to pur disadvantage,.

PORTER: See oil was pretty doggone cheap back in those days.
I haéd a property depleted during World War IT on a dellar and -7

fifteen cent oil. |

BURG: In effect, a field reduced ta the absolute minimum at a

dallar fifteen cents—-—

PORTER: &M dollar and fifteen cents & harrel. And at that time

you couldn't find oil for a deollar fifteen cents a barrel.
BURG: And the exploratory price going up 2ll the time.
PORTER: Yes, going up all the time.

BIIRG: Now let me ask yvou a2 guestion about partronage. Was it,
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as you now remember, was it felt in Texas that Texas Republicans

got their fair share.

PORTER: I saw to it that they did.

BURG: Did you?

MORTER: Yes, =ir,

BURG: Who was vour point of contact there? Were you again

working with Governor Adam=?

PORTER: Well it depended on what department was involwved,

Whether it was a federal qjudgeship, I dealt with the attorney
general's gffice, There wazn't a great deal of patronage other
than the Post Office Department and the attornevy general's office.
of course on postal appointments I dealt with the postmaster

general's office.

BURG: Arthur Summerfield.

PORTER: See we had no Republican senator in Tewas at that time.

We had two Democrats up there. Had we had &2 Repuhlican senator,
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he would have handled the patronage. But as national committee-

man, I handled it.
BRURG: 7Yes, and satisfactorily.

FORTER: Well I didn't satisfy Senator [0lin] Johnston of South
Carclina. He decided I was selling postal appointments for ten
dollars a piece on account of my letter I had written Republican
appointees, addressed to their homes, asking them for contribution,
eampaign contribution, and I got a good response from them. Any-
hew, he had 2 hesring up there; had me up there, tried me in the
papers for, oh, eight or ten months and then finally, right in
the middle of the presidential campaign of ‘56, in Octoker, he

had his hearing. And when I got through with him, he didn't

think encugh of his record to have it printed.

BURG: You had asked for contributions that would have gone

into Republican campaign funde for the state.

PORTER: Locally, vyes.

BURG: ILocally, and on the strength of that==
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FORTER: This happened before the presidential election of '56.

I know out of those funds we elected a Republican to Congress from
Dallas County. And so Senator Johmston, the only remark he made
after the hearing was tha£ one or two witnesses had perjured
themselves==he didn't say which, just one or two witnesses, of

his witnesses that he had--he didn't accuse me of perjury at

all.
BURG: That you were selling them for ten dollars apiece.
PORTER: Yes,

BURG: If I'd known they were going that cheap, I'd have bheen

down here; I had ten dellars in 1956, T could hawve put in for

something. That's really rather remarkable,

PORTER: I might add this., All during the Eisenhower administra-
tion, it cost me in expenses a minimum of ten thousand dollars
a year, and I never took one dellar towards expenses ok anything

else out of any maney that waes raised in Texas.

BURG: Sco your accommodations, your travel, staticnery, stamps,

all things of this sort, you footed that bill yoursell.
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PORTER: Well I maintained @ state headguarters where they

bought their stamps, but as far as letters I wrote personally

out of my

office, why I paid for that,

BURG: I've heard similar stories from people in other states,

did very much the same thing. Now, in the pericd '52 to '5&,

did you remain committeeman?

FORTER: I
in '52 and
I resigndd
feel up to

was coming

BURG: You

remained committeeman. I went in at the conventian

stayed until the spring of 1960, I believe it was, and

on account of my health wasn't too good and I didn't

going through another presidential campaign. One Kﬂiiﬁx
(=

up. \

had passed through the one in ‘56,

PORTER: ¥Yes, I'd been through two of them.

BURG: Let

me ask you this, was the '56 campaign =as tough for

you to organize and to manzge as "52 had been?

PORTER: HNo.

BURG: Diad

you still have pretty much the same organization?
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Could you count for the support and the assistance of generally

the same pecple that had helped in "327

PORTER: Yes, I think so. It wasn't as strenuoous as the ather

one had bean,

BURG: DbDid wvou make any changes in the wav vou approached

campaigning on Eisenhower's behalf here in '567

PORTER: I don't remember any. See we were running an incumbent
President==

R
[Interruption] = £

W

BURG: We were speaking about 1956 and vou had spoken of the

fact that you were running an incumbent which was a great help

to you. Did you get the impression, or is it now your receollection,
that Texans, by and large, seemed to be satisfied with the Presi-

dent's record in the first four years?

PORTER: Well I think the best answer to that is that he carried
the state in '52 by about a hundred and twenty thousand votes

and he carried in '56 by over twe hundred thousand.,
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BURG: The impression here had been good.

PORTER:=: Yes,

BURG: Had there been any fence-mending necessary with the
Zweifel people? Let me put it to you in ancther way--4id you
gseem to have more of their suppeort in '56 than you'd had in '527

or did they remain kind of out of it?

PORTER: After they were defeated in Chicago in '52, they seemed
to disappear. I dor't remember any of the ardent Taft people,
among county chairmen and the state committee in '52, having

had any part in the election campaign.

BURG=: In '56.

PORTER: Yes. In '52, and certainly in '56.

BURG: Oh. Once the convention had ocecurred and they were
defeated in the conventicn, they were really net present as

part of that '52 campaign-—-

PORTER: So you can understand that, the Republican party was

poorly organized prior to 18952, I went to state conventions
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where if they had three hundred people they had a big convention.
BEURG: That's for the entire state.

PORTER: Yes. BAnd most of them were old people, weren't MaTy

voung peéople in the organization.

BURG: &An Old Guard that really was older in years. Now during

the eight years of your tenure, were you able to=-and I speak

now a5 an outsider locking in and not kKnowledgeabhle in Texas
politics==during those eight vears were you able to create a ST,

o
dynamic Texap Republican party? (

PCRTER: I certainly think so, because we started electing some

local officisls and congressmen and & senator during my term,
BURG: And despite what happened in the election in 1860--

PORTER: Or right after, right after I went out. [John] Tower
was elecbed, I think, inm 'Bl. But I hadn't bheen out over a

year when he was elected.

BURG: And the organization survived the defeat in 1960 and

.

remained wviable and active,
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PORTER: Yes, it's active today.

BURG: That was the next thing I was geing ta ask you, something
along those lines. In your own persconal opinicn, are you
catisfied with the state of the party in Texes now, today, as it

steands today?

PORTER: wWell, I think they've done wvery well, but as far as
being satisfied, I wouldn't be satisfied until we got a8 majority

of the congressmen and two senators and a governor.

BURG: You're going to shoot the whole kallot, and nothing less

than that is going to satisfy you, Llll> N

.
%
PORTER: That is right.
BURG: But it would be correct, I think, then to say that there's

teen a tremendoos change in the Texas Republican party since 1951,

PORTER: Oh, ves, yes.

nURG: And the old ways of doing things, evidently, are not going
to come hack., The party is selid; there is a two-party system in

thisz state now, functioning. And you are content as you can be
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up until yvou get the whole bkall of wax.

PORTER: Well, now yoo got a bunch of young and middle-aged
people running it. Before '52 it wass & bunch of ex-postmasters
running it. ¥ou know they used to could fire a postmaster with
every change of administration. ©One woman got awful mad at

me hecause I couldn't fire the postmaster in a certain town in
Texas and put her niece in as postmistress. Well during the
Roosevelt yvears, yvou know, yvou couldn't fire a postmaster except
for cause. And I found, my experience with the postal service,
the agents you Know that ride herd on g o
found them a very fine organization. Had no trouble with them

in nearly eight years.

|

BURG: In effect the inspection--

PORTER = Inspection serwvice, that's what it is, yes.

BURG: Who folleowed you as national committeeman?

PORTER: Alkert 8. Fay of Houston.

BURG: Was he one of the vounger men whe had risen during the 'S5

campaign and =--

2

e PEr
Sl

%
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PORTER: He had been active in the party and the '52 campaign,
been a good contributer and a good money raiser. I selected

him, recommeénded to the state committee that he succeed me.

He's a goeod man and we needed a national committeeman that

could raise money to keep the party golng. You can't run =

state headguarters and do the things needed to be done on credit.

You know political parties don't have too good & credit.

BURG: Hot very often.

PORTER: HMo.

BURG: We'we just noticed in Kansas that Dr. [Bill] Roy still

has an eighty=five thousand dollar outstanding kill in his
unsuccessful political campaign of, I think, a year ago. 8o
credit is not advanced to the parties., May I ask you two final
things-=-you still remain relatively active in party affoirs, do

vou not?

PORTER: Well; I wouldn't sy in party affairs. I contribute to
candidates and T've just made a contribution to the Republican

Katignal Committee recently, and I expect tg contribute more
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money in the next few months, next several menths hecause I
want to try to beat a lot of congressmen, liberal congressmen.
I think we have the werst Congress right now that I've ever

seen in my nearly eighty years of life,
BURG: What particularly bothers you akout this Congress?

PORTER: Well I'"ll tell you what bothers me about it--organized
labor's running it. George Meany, they dance te his tune. Now

g lot of those Democrats, there are some good Democrats that
don't. You take Senator [John] Stennis, chairman of the Judiciary

£ ; - ey
Committee, I think is a fine man. I don't think George Meany T

Lells him how to vate. I know he don't. And there's some &
others. But a great many members of Congress are beholden to

Meany through organized labor for financial and political support

getting there.

BURG: So when you spoke of making a contribution to the national
committee, as though there are a lot of congressmen you wanted

to get cut of there, vou're not speaking specifically of Texas
congressmen that you'd like to get out; yvou are putting your

money on the line to--
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PORTER: Elect Repubklicans.

ARG : ==glect mare Bepublicans.

FORTER: Yes.

BURG: And I would expect that your advice is still sought from
time to time= on the Texas scene as far as party pelitics are

concerned.,

PORTER: Locally bBut not state-wide.
AT

BURG: ©Oh, I see, I was thinking particularly of the young

man with whom we had lunch today who—-—

PORTER: Well, he's just a young man that is wvitally interested

in government and very conservative and I'm sure of modest means.
BURG: I did not catch his last name, Mr. Forter.

PORTER = Lauck.

BURG: TLauck,

FOETER: I think it's L-a-u-c-k; wav it'z zpelled. Chet Lauck.
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BURG: Now one final thing that I'@d like to ask you--can you

give me your personal assessment of Dwight D. Eisenhower as a

political leader and as Preszident of the United States?

PORTER: Well, I'd say as a political leader and in dealing

with the Congress and all, he was certainly adeguate, As &
President I think he did a fine jobk, although a lot of people
won't agree with me. There's one thing that you can always
remenber. During the Eisenhower administration, not ane Emldief,u-u
was Killed in bhattle. Soon as he closed down the Karean War, {...T

from that time till he went out, noet one American boy died in

battle and not one sguare foot of land was lost to the communists.

BURG: And that, as yvou think akout it, that's paramount in

your mind.

POCRTER: Well T certainly think it's vital to the interests of

thiz country.
BURG: But adeguate, at least sdequate 88 a political leader,.

PORTER: Yes.
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BURG: You didn't feel he was outstanding.

PORTER: Until he ran for President he was practically & novice
in politics, ﬁe'd never had any experience in pelitics. I don't
think Eisenhower would hawve done anything drastic for polities,
for political purposes.” He wouldn't have done anything that he

didn't think was for the good of the country.
BURG: That's an interesting cbservation te make.
PORTER: I think he was thoroughly honest. |

BUEG: Now one thing that is often pointed out by some whao were
not happy with his administration cone way or another, nany have
felt that he did not make decisions, that he did not like to
make decisions. From where you sat, was that an impression

that you had?
PORTER: No, I never got that impression.

BURG: TYour feeling was that he was perfectly capable of making
them, did make them. You saw him during the campaigning period,

the convention and campaigning period. could I oask, did vou
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feel that he was learning the ropes pretty fast?

PORTER: Well, of course there's one thing akout General
Eisenhower—--he liked people and being nice to people and
friendly came naturally with him. He wasn't an aloof person,

and I would rate him as a good campaigner.

BURG: Movice or not. He seems Lo have picked up the--—

FORTER: He was a great speaker ofif the cuff. He could address
a erowd without any notes or anything. I remenmber I wired

Mamie not long after he came back--he made a speech in Detroit--
I could tell that it was a written speech. I wired her to
please tell him not te write any more speeches or let anybody

write them, to speak off the cuff,

BURG: And it wag a speech in Detroit that—-

PORTER: T think it was in Detroit. It was kind of a stilted

when I read it: didn't sound like Eisenhower.

BURG: Others have mentioned one of the speeches, mayvbe they're

talking about different speeches, but that early in the campaign
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they, too, felt that he ought to out mere of himself into

the speeches and littie less work with the speech writers.

PORTER: Well I expect Mamie got the word to him.

BUEG: Your recollection now is that later speeches in the
campaign came across better to you than the cne that had

disappointed you.

PORTER: Yes, much better,

BURG: Well I cannot take more of vour time, Mr. Porter.
We thank you so wmuch for all of your help to us. It's wvery

mich appreciated.

PORTER: Well, it's been a plessure to visit with you.

BURG: Thank you, =ir.

23
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