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Oral History Interview with J. Earl Shaefer, Wichita; Peb.24,
1969, by Alan Thompson.

THOMPSON: This is an Interview with J.Earl Schaefer of, Vice-

President of Boeing Airplane Co. (Retired)

SCHAEFER: Air--
THOMPSON: Hew would you say it, sir?

SCHAEFER: Ah, Vice-President, Genoral Manager, Boeing Airplane

Company., no, Vice-President, General Manager, rotired with the

Boeing Alrplane Company.

THOMPSON: All right, that's fine. The date is February 24, 1969,
I'm going to ask Mr. Schasfer here to describe his first meetings
with Cadet Eisenhower at West Point. Will you start somewhere

around, what would that be 19147 wWould that be about right, sir?

SCHAEFER: It would be in the spring of 1914 at the time of my
entrance to the Military Academy. I was a "new cadet® who
followed Paul Hodgsen, Ike's roommate. As the plebe of Paul
Hodgson I contactaed Paul and then Ike and we were friends fronm

that tim& an.
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THOMPSON: Now yvou were also from Kansas, did vou come from

with this appointment from the same district and so on?

SCHAEFER:I came from the 8th district of Kansas which was

Paul Hodgson's district and T was appointed by Vietor Murdeck
whose family owned the Wichita Eagle. Victor was then con-
gressman from this district. He disposad of an appointment to
West Point by competitive examination. I took an examination
(early in March of 1914) for that appointment and wag second,
A candidate by the name of William Wooley (prominent in
banking circles later in Kansas City) was the winner, but

he failed his physical examination and I became the appointee.

THOMPSON: Very good.

SCHAEFER: I came right directly to West Point as a member of

the 1918 class and started in June of 1914.

THOMPS0ON: That would have beep--

SCHAEFER: At West Point.
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THOMPSON: At West Point and then you want to "Plebe Camp®

ig that right?

SCHAEFER: Yes.

THOMPSON: Wasn't this the summer camp training session be-

for the academic year began?

SCHAEFER: Mo, as a plebe you are first in besast barracks for
about six waeks, four to six weeks, I'we forgotten which and
then you join what remains of the Corps for the summertime.
One class being on furlough and another class graduating so
there would only be two classes there in the summertime and

in the winter time than the entire Corps is there.

THOMPSON: All right. <Can you tell us a little bit about your

first experiences on campus in athletics and so on?

SCHAEFER: Well, you're just a low brow plebe and you're trying
to be integrated into the Corps by an aggressive group of
upper clagzsmen that are anxious toc see that you're the right

kind of material for a corps of cadets,
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THOMPSON: Do vou remember anything in that first academie
year, perhaps on the sports field and =o on where you ran
across Eisenhower and some of the ather people of that class,

the class of '157

SCHAEFER: Well, T barely knew any of the upper classmen. Ike
and Paul Hedgson, T knew him fairly well. Ike just knew me as
a fellow Kansan who was Paul Hodgson's plebe and he said “"hella®
to me and a few things like that. But we never got very well

Acquainted until later on in Life,

THOMFS50N: Now somewhere in a letter I believe yvou descrihe
8itting in a tent where Eisenhower was strumming your mango-

lin. Do vou remember that axperiancey

SCHAEFER: No, I don't remember it a8 in a tent, It may have
been either in a tent or in the barracks when T played a mando-
lin. Tke was wvery much impressed with my ability with a man-

delin. I was pretty good at it at that time,

THOMPSON: All right. HNow, after graduation (of course the war
was wall along), what was your first military experience after

Your commission?
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SCHAEFER: Well, I first went with the 46th Infantry at camp
Taylor, Louisville, Kentucky. But before that I reported

Lo Fort Bemjamin Harrison in Indianapolis and was assigned to

the 46th Infantry. Immediately on reporting to my regiment

1 wrote a letter to the Adjutant-general of the Army requesting

@ detail te the aviation section, Signal Corps which was in
accordance with the réquest I had made as a cadet at West Point.
1'd asked for aviation hefore I had graduated. The Story on that
is every cadet, about sgix months before he graduates, is asked

to give a preference for the branch af service that he wants,

You are permitted to have three choices.
THOMPSON : Preferences, would that be the word?

SCHAEFER : Preferences, vyeg, preferences. And 1 put down my
firet preference is aviation, my second preference is aviatian
and my third preference is aviation and when that came to the
attention of the Commandant of the Cadets whe was Capt. Chaffes,
later General Chaffee (the one who mechanized the cavalry). He
called me on the carpet and wanted to know what kind of a reply

this was to his request for official information and I said, "It'g
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Jquite sincere, sir, if I have any preference at all, my first
preference is aviation, my second preference is aviation, my
third preference is aviation," g gaid, "Well," he Bays, "I
believe you've convinced me. ‘We've never had s situation

gquite like this befare. vou g0 back to your room and wWrite the

Adjutant-General aof the Army and we'll Zee what happensg." gg

“this cadet will have to be assigned to a line organization

and detailed to aviation section, Signal Corps." 1 then re-
pPorted in at Pt, Benjamin Harrison apg wrote a letter the same
day. I wrote that letter that night and I got a reply within

10 days and it says, "there are no details being made to avia-
tion section Signal Corpa at this time, hut within another

month write your letter again and we'll see what wea can da then. "
After a month the 46tk Infantry was transferred to Camp Tavler,
Louisville, Kentucky, and by that time the Colanel, J.H.Pickering
of the 46th Infantry, told me that he was much impressed with

Me. He needed young officers and I was the only West Pointer

he had in the entire regiment and he wasn't going to loz@ me.

He made me asgistant regimental adjutant. on several occasiang
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I submitted my request for detail to aviation section, Signal
Corpa and each time he would write "disapproved" on it. 8o
one day when he was on g particularly heavy inspection toyr

he came (it was Bnowy) and he came to the office dnd there
Was quite a few papers op his desk that were ready for his
Signature. He locked them all over and he said, "Well, what
are these?" I said, “These are all routine, sir." ang 80 ha
signed them and in that group of PApers was my request for de.
tail to the aviation section, Signal Corps.. In ten days, my
orders came through and when he found out what happened, he
just gave me hell and told me off in no uncertain terms, *r
should've court-martialed you." T said, "No, 8ir, that was

all routine,” 1 said, "I told ¥You it was routine and you know,
I've been making routine Tequests for this detail for weeks,
And so he said, "Well, you'll just get killed, you'll Jjust get
killed and 1 will just lose ancther good officer." ang sg I
came back to Wichita for a Few days to get married and my
fiance at the same time says, "Well, if I hadn't gone this far
with our marriage, I would forget it teo. Because I don't

think wou ocught to get in aviation." 8o T got married and
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later in March we went Lo the University of Texas to ground
school, where General Barton ¥. Yount wag the commanding of f-

icer. H& was a delightful persan.

THOMPSON : Now, the University of Texas then was supporting an

aviation cadet Program, was that the idea, during the war?

SCHAEFER: There were several universities get apart for avia—
tion ground sehosl training and Texas was gne. There was

one in California, and I think there was another one back east,

THOMPSON: Well, wyou went into aviation just as it was beginning.

EC.‘H]‘LEFER: 'Dhr ?ES-

THOMPSON: Did you in your remaining vears in the army have
any relations with or meet such people as Hap Arncld or Tooie

Spaatep

SCHAEFER: Oh, ves .,

THOMPSON: Is this when ¥ou first met these peopley
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SCHREFER: I knew Tooie Spaatz by reputation as a cadet at

West Point., He was interested inp @viation. Hap Arnocld I

knew by reputation only until I got inte commercial aviation
here in wichita. However, I know Hap when he was at pt, Riley.

We woere very close friends,

THOMPSON: Uh-huh.

SCHREFER: And I--Mrs. Yount and Mrs. Arnold, two of the pute
standing widows of sarvice People I got quite a letter here

just the other day from Mrs. Yount,

THOMPSON - Oh,yes. Before we go into this, and we will want to
come back to some of your army friends who stayed in army avia-
tion, let's step onte vour next career. Just a few vyears after
the war was aver you left the service, retired from the service
and you got a new job. Can you tell gs some@thing of what went

through vour mind at this time?

SCHAEFER: I left the serviece because thare was difficulty in

bringing about a Separate branch of the service for aviations:
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the 2ir Corps. 1 wasg one of many regular Army officers on de-
tail in the aviation Section Signal Corps who were transferred
back to line Organizations. I was sent to the 1otk Infantry

I think it was, or wasz it the 25th Infantry. It was the 25th
Infantry, I think. And when I got thaesze arders I submitted my
resignation right away., Washington was at that time accepting
resignations of regular army officers who gave as pecuniary
reasons their desire for getting out. 7 wanted to get gut if

I couldn't fly, 7 didn't want to continue in the BErvica,

THOMPSON: T understand .

SCHAEFER: And that's why I got out apd-—

THOMPSON: Now this was 1922, is that correct, gir?

SCHAEFER : Well, it's 21, Mrg. Schaefer £ays, she's better o

dates than I.

THOMPSON: all right. Very good. New from that point vou went

with Geoodyear Rubber and Tire Company.
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SCHAEFER: Yes, I went with the Goodyear Tire ang Rubber Ccom-
Pany in Houston, Texas. T looked aver the fielg there and
picked ocut threa firms after locking over their plants--what
kind of looking places they were, one of which was the Hughes
Toel Company a beautiful set-up--and T was interviewed by the
manager who was a retired army officer who had coma from the
Service as a Colonel and he Says. "Well, Mr. Schaefer T would
like very much to have you go to work for the Hughes Togl
Company but," ha sald, "I want to tell ¥ou right now that ¥ou
have to learn tn understand and tolerate the boss' son who is
somewhat of a mechanical genius." He referred to him as a
"snot-nosed kig. That's exactly what he said, and the "snot-
nosed kid" was Howard Haghes. The Colonel, T thought was
telling me that jit's 3 nice place to work if you can Eolerate
the boy. I didn't want ta get fouled up in anything like that
0 I went to work for the Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company which
had just opened a new branch in Houston. After beingthere a
year I always wanted to be able o =ay 'I made the Payrolls of

own.' There was a bankrupt franchise for the Federal System of
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Bakeries in Galveston and I was able tg sign notes for the ag~—

guisition of that franchise. 8o 1 want to Galveston, Texaz.

THOMPSON: Well, how long did you stay there with Goodyear--

abhout ane Year roughly?

SCHAEFER: With Goodyear, yves,

THOMPSON: And then you want to Galveston, for how long did yop--
We're doing a little historical research inte Mr. Schaefer's
early career in aviation. He has told us that for about a

Yaar, from 1921 to early 1922, he was with Goodyear Tire g
Rubber Company in Houston, then br the tolowing several vears

he was in Galveston, Texas with the Federal System of Bakeries.

SCHAEFER: That's right,

THOMPSON: And in February 1823, came to Wichita, now what

brought vou back to Wichita, sir?

SCHAEFER: Well, my father and I were in business together in

Galveston and we got the business going fairly well and T hagd
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an opportunity to come Up here with a friend who was driving

and in those days it was rugged driving. But I ecame back

to Wichita and got startea here in the actomobile business,

And then from that I went back into aviation in 18927 with

the Stearman Zircraft Company which had just heen moved from
Venice, California to Wichita and incidentally for thesza details

the boys at the Plant in Wichita have files,

THOMPSON: What was ¥our role in Stearman--let me just ask that

one gquestion?

SCHREFER: Well, I started out a5 Sales Manager T Secretary

THOMPSON: All right,

SCHAEFER: And then T became Secretary and finally General man-
dger. From that time on it was firsat, Stearman, then United
Alircraft Transport Corporation, then Boging and then the dif-
farent corporate names for the development of Boeing throughout

the years,

THOMPSON: All right, I think that explaine it very wall. KNow
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At one other time there was an important contact during these
2arly vears between vou and the Fhilippine Army Air Forea. Az
¥you told me earlier the Stearman rlant here in Wichita supplied
the Philippine Army with the Haydet Trainers. What was that
aircraft? Can you tell me a little bit shout it? when it

was developed? and so on.

SCHAEFER: The Kaydet Trainer was developed by Stearman here in
Wichita and later became the primary training aireraft for our
own Navy and Army. We built over 10,000 of them including

equivalent spares,

THOMPSON: That's a very impressive Figure. Now when thea Phil-
ippine Army purchased these, I believe You teld me that a
certain "Jerrv" or Lieutenant William L. Lee was in command of

the Philippine Army Air Force,

SCHAEFER: Well, he was the commanding officer of the Philippine
Army Air Force. He was teaching in the Philippines. He angd
Lt. "Lefty" Parker were teaching Filipinos to fly. Now Ike

was on Mac Arthur's stsff at that time and Jerry and Ike be-
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came quite close friends. It was then that "Jerry" taught

Ika to fly.

THOMPSON: In cone of your Kaydet Trainers no doubt,

SCHAEFER: In one of the Kaydet Trainers,

THOMPSCON: All right.

SCHAEFER: That's right.

THOMPSON: Now I think we can move aleng now. Let me gtop here
and say that this would have been about 1934-1935, just ag-—-
or perhaps it was 1936, would You care to give a guess as to when

this would he?

SCHAEFER: Well, again, let me suggest you gelt that through the

Boeing relations staff.

THOMPSON: All right we can get that from other records.

SCHAEFER: Yeah.

THOMPSON: Now in——
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SCHAEFER: Herh Hollinger at Boeing would be glad to help you

with this.

THOMPSONK: Al1l right, fine, we'l] take that up later. How 1f
wWe can move along., In World War ITI we find vou here in Wichita

with Boeing of Wichita, building--

SCHAEFER: B-29'g.

THOMPSON:--B=29'g during most of the war.

SCHAEFER: And to tie Tke into that. When he came back from a
vigit with his folks in Abilene, Kansas: in Kansas City they

had a big parade ang reception for him. I have a picture in

my photc album where I hand Ika a miniature B-29 airplane
commemorating the occasion, The model, I think, is now in the
Eisenhower Museum at Abilene. And I think the particular

thing I remember about that most was one of the reporters on the
reviewing stand, Mrs, Eisenhower, Tke's mother, was geated

right near me, and one of tha reporters had asked her if,

"Aren't you proud of vyour boy?" And she says, "Which onej®
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THOMPSON ; Very good! Now--

SCHAEFER: Tke and 1 visited a little on the reviewing stand,

I remember thig observation duzring his speech while he was talking,
he was holding on tg his thumb, and it's 3 great big thumb, He
has big hands. 1 never will forget seeing him hanging onto

that big thumb as he's Speaking. He was always VYery good at
publie speaking even az a cadet. He liked to visit with other
cadets, and he liked to argue with them in =& friendly sert of

2 Way. I liked a good argument.

war when the General would come through here or through neigh-

boering cities ang ¥ou would often get together,

SCHAEFER: He was only here intermittently but any time he was

here 1 always saw him ang we always vigited together.

THOMPSON: ALl right. Now we meve along I think a Little bit
towards 1951-52 and we get into the buziness of a little pol-

itical campaign and here ¥ou become a key member (if we can use
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that term) in the campaign here and in business circles for

"Eisenhower for President' campaign.

SCHAEFER: Well, I think you'll find in this file that you
have, letters when Ike was in Eurcpe and everyone was pressing
him to be President. I wrote him on several oceccasions telling
him to watch out. He was not a politician, he was a military
man and & good one. I said,"These politicians will wWrap you
around their fingers if you're not careful, so do be careful "
I remember =o well when Senator Carlson went over te NATO to
confer with him about running for the Presidency. I think I
wrote him then and said, "Now, Frank is one of my very best
friends but he's a politician and yvou're a military man and
just watch your step." But I thought he just got along beauti-
fully. I don't think I was, in fact I'm sure I wasn't overly
concerned about him. He handled himself quite well. I know
from history: Grant was not a scintilating president. And T
think TIke did better handling military problem= than political.
All told, however, I think he dig remarkably well. With the

final result, I think he did a marvelous job. TI'm proud of him.
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THOMPSON: Well, you, I believe, frequently stressed in your
letters that you feared that his military career and training

does not equip one too well for a political life.

SCHAEFER: That's right, thatis—-

THOMPSON: Yet you were militarily trained and went inte business

and made a success of it. De ¥You see any reason then—-

SCHAEFER: Well, I think there was guite a hit of difference.

I was only in the military for a few years and I was young.

I had a lot to learn in the very few years but the military
training and discipline was good for me. I got along beauti-
fully with Goodyear and I went right up in that organization.

I was on the way up in Goodyear very quickly. When they trans-
ferred me to Akron, I turned that down becauge I wanted to g

in business for myself.

THOMPSON: Uh-huh.

SCHAEFER: I wanted to know what it took te make a payroll and

to compete in business. That was rugged. Tke had never been
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an the business firing line and T thought it was pretty import-

ant for me to have that background.

THOMPSON: All right, can we pause for a moment perhaps here in
developing this and let's discuss some of the other military
figures you have known well in your life. Yoo mentioned a couple

of them earlier. We have, Hap Arnold, Henry H."Hap" Arnold--

SCHAEFER: Yes.

THOMPSON: As Chief of Staff of the Army Air Forces during wWorld
war II he undoubtedly had many occasions to correspond with
¥You, and to meet with vou, and to even visit with vou in your

home and at the plant; is that correct?

SCHAEFER: Yes,

THOMPSON: And in your home?

SCHAEFER: Oh, yves. I'va Xnown General Arnold and Bee, his wife,
for years. Just before declaring World War II, I was called to
Washington as part of a group of top military contracters, by

General Arnold. It was in the early days, preceding the declara-
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tion of war or whatever we called it at that time. Anyhow, we
were called together and all were SWorn to secrecy. He said
something casually about this being a very important maeting
then he says, "I want ¥ou to know that I called this meeting for
a very important purpose." "Hap" then locked at ma and said,
"The first thing, Earl, I will need", ana he pointed to me vis
training planes®", he Bays, "I have to train pilots and," he
says, "I want you to gtart building 600 training planes right
away." And he locked at me kind of funny and he saya, "veg,

I want G00." Then he says, "What are you going to do ahoot

it?" BAnd 1 says, "Wall, the first thing I'm going to do is cateh
my breath." and he 8a2ys, "Well, Earl, that's the fira+ job I
want done." And we started building PT's right here just as

rapidly as poszible.

THOMPSON: PT's? You mean for pilot training.

SCHAEFER: PT's for Primary Training.

THOMPSON: Training planes.

SCHAEFER: Training planes—-yes,
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THOMPSON: Uh-huh. During the war now you built the pT's,
B-29 here in Wichita in this plant, and B-17's parts here and

assembled and built in Seattle.

SCHAEFER: Yes, uh-huh. Then B-17 parts in Wichita and CG4n

gliders for the "D"-Day ass=zualt.

THOMPSON: The B-17's came cut of the Seattle Boeing plant,

ig that correct?

SCHAREFER: That's right, we built, however, parts for the B-17
here, we built the wings, many of the wings here and other

parts aof the airplane.

THOMPSON: We can get that from the records in the office I'm

sSinre,

SCHAEFER: Yeah, they've got all the historical records. plane
Talks and everything like that, contact Herb Hollinger for data

from him.

THOMFEON: Ch, very good. Now another person whom you would have
run into very early would have been Carl Spaatz "Tooie" as he

was khown,
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SCHAEFER: Well, 7T didn't know Tooie very well. Hap was my big
contact, Tooia was under him andg 1 would see him but onCe in a3
while. But Evary time I was inp Washingtaon Hap wanted to see me
and it was always in connection with thig training plane Program
for he wanted Progress reports andg answers from"the horsag

mouth, " as he would gay.

THOMPSON: Uh-huh, now what about GeEorge Kenny, now-—

SCHAEFER: Well, George Kenny and I are very dear friends, He
was in charge of Wright Field in the arly days. He's a bril-
liant officer, an M. I. T. graduate. pe just did a terrific
jeb in the Pacifie., pPor example, to give ¥ou some idea of how
dynamic George is. He's a short Stockily built littlae rascal
and Mac Arthur didn't like his looks for SOme reason or other,
He =ays, Mac Arthur teld him He needed to get some airplanes
over the mountaing to one of the islands in the Pacifie. gmut
anyhow George told him, *“Well, I can get the airplanes gver tha
mountains. " And he said, "All right, ¥Ou go ahead and dg it
He says, “I'11 have them over there in 80 many days." Mac Arthur

laughed at him anpg called him a "littie runt" something of that
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nature, 8gg George disassembled the airplanes and cut them in
two with blow torches and then flew them over the mountaing
and then welded them back together. Ever after that MacArthur

just swore by George Kenny and they were fagt friends.

THOMPSON: And I ecan understand why., wWhat about Bill Lea? We
were talking of him earlier in the Philippines--dig you keep

Up ¥Your relations with pillp

SCHAEFER: Yes. Bill or "Jerrcy" as I know him corresponded for
Years and still do. He's quite a dynamo. He thinks the pol-
itical machinery of the country is going to the doge and he's
in trouble with the politicians all the time. But he's 3 big
raw-boned Texan and just as sincere and conscientious as you
could ever ask for. "Jerry" got in trouble during the war when
Marigon, one of President Truman's friends while ip Ttaly,
Rome, I believe it was, Marigon was making guite an ass of him-
self while drunk, JErry was then a B.g. and he went over tg
Marigon and told him to shut Up, Marigon said, "Apparently yon
don't know whe I am." Jerry slapped him. He tsold him he was

making an ass of himself and to calm down. Agaln Marigon said,
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"Apparently yvou don't know who I am. " Jerry said, "I don't
give a damn who you are, vou're making an ass aof yourself, »

And he says, "Get osut of here. " Marigon said, "Mister, you'll
hear about this." And by gosh in a few days Jerry lost his star.
He (Marigon) reported to Truman and Truman then took his star
off of him. As time went on, Tke invited me back to one of His
dinners at the White House. While there, I was visiting with
Mamie and asked her if she ever heard from Jerry Lee and pert,
nis wife. sShe said, "Goodness, I haven't heard from either of
them in guite some time." I then gaid, "Well, do you knaw that
Jerry is still a colonel?" And she says, "Why! Didn't he aever
get his star back?" I says, "No." And 80 I said, "Well, that's
interesting, isn't it?" ghe said, "It sure is," she says, "I'll
have to tell Ike about that." and in a few days Jerry had his

star back. Jerry is now retired as a B.g.

THOMPSON: Vary good. Now You were speaking earlier of yvour cadet

days and P.A. Hodgson who was Ike's roommata,

SCHAEFER: Yes, well, Paul Hodgson was a Wichita boy. He went

to Fairmont College and was a brilliant student there and a good
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football player on the Fairmont team. He was beautifully built
and was in one of the "flanker companies " He was in "an

Company and that's one of the——

THOMPSON: Where the tall men were.

SCHAEFER:-~-the tall MEn are. Hodgson was aon the football squad
at West Point. He 58w me Ccame in and saya, "Well, gee whig, "
he says, "Earl, I thought you'd he football material buat, *he
says, "you only weigh 135 pounds." And I said, "That's right."
And he says, "well," he S8ye, "our line is 190 pounds from end
to end." And we had Merillat on one end and Bob NWevyland, who
was on the other end. Bob later Was the coach at Tennessee.
And s Paul 8ays, "Well, you going to have to get some weight
an you." We visited around. P.A. made a big name for himsel £,
He was handsome, good locking, and personable and an excellent
student. He graduated in the engineers. And so he want inte
that service. Later hisg health commenced going bad. The family
has a history of severe arthritis, He died about 10 years ago
and you'll see in the files letteras I wrote Tke and Tke wrote

me about our visits with p.a. Whenever I had to go to Seattle,
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for Gxample, 1'3 route myself by "Frigcan to see payl, But

ne died in Lerrible shape. He m4 to look through Prismatic
lenses he was all so tieg UP With arthritig, He had to sleap
half-way UP in bed. But he was stil] 3 marvelous bridge Player.
He and Tke, tq their dying days, loved tn Play bridge, Both

were good bridge players,
THOMPSON : Uh-huh .

SCHAEFER: Ppaul and hisa brother were quite prominent in Wichita

and well liked.

THOMPSON: Now here in Kansas, oo, of course, You've met many
People who have been influentigl in Eisenhower'g White House
Years and I wanted ¥ou ta comment 5 big about some of them, for

instance, Frank Carlsen, the Senator From Kansas |
SCHAEFER Tes,
THOMPSON: When did you first know Senater Frank carlsaons

SCHAEFER: T knew him as govarnor of Kansas and knew him quite

well then andg Since. He wasg a delightfiyl Person and a good
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pelitician,

SCHAEFER: Oh, vyes, well, Franklin p. Murphy—-

THOMPSON: Was the President of University of Kansas after

the war,

SCHAEFER: I was on the Aeronauties Board at thea University of
Tllinais, T helped get some war surplus eguipment for the Univer—
sity. 1 thought that was what you were thinking of. Then I

knew Franklin Murphy, who waz later Chancellor ap UCLA, and T

knew him quite well., He wasg a Gelightful person and I worked

THOMPSON: I think I've about gone through the ligt except for
OnS post-war associate You and Eisenhower knew, and that'sg

Robert Patterson, the Under Secretary of war.
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SCHAEFER: Yes. Well, T Just knew him as secretary. I was one
of the govermnment's principal contractors in the defense effort.
I knew Mr, Patterson fairly well and 1 thought a great deal of
him. He did a marvelgus jok. oQur relationship was gtrictly

business.

THOMPSON: 0.K., I think I had just one other nama. In a letter
Lo General Bisenhower You recommended this man to the General.
He'd had a previous relation with him under the Eisenhower

Foundation and that's Colonel A. E. Howse.

SCHAEFER: Yes,

THOMPSON: Or Al Howae.

SCHAEFER: Colonel Al Howse was one of the men I talked to You

about and about whom vou asked my opinion.

THOMPSON: How long have you known Mr. Howse and did yeu have

anything to do with his joining the Poundation?

SCHAEFER: First T knew of Al was when he became gssociatad with
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General Kenney at Wright Field. He wasg Kenney's executive
officer and a brilliant man. He just worked day and night
studying Army regulations. He knew army regulations anpdg
general orders remarkably well, After about six {6) months

in Wright Field he knew the Topas there hetter thanp half of the

people in the whole doggoned Air Force,

SCHAEFER: He wasg a brilliant student and still is. He yas just
@ most unusual officer and +f you're going to visit with him
¥You'll find him very, wvery intereating and very personable.

If he wants to talk tao you. If he isn't willing he'll eell

¥ou in no uneertain terms., I1-—-

THOMPSON: That's fine. All right, well, we'll be getting to-

gether with Mr. Howse, T hope,

SCHAEFER: Yeg.

TEOMPSON: One other parson whom you seem to have heen associated

with and tried on one QCcasion anyway ta get together with General



Page 31 Mr. Schaefar

Eisenhower and that Was Paul Harvey, the commentatar.

SCHAEFER: oh, ¥Yes, well, Pagl Harvey and T aram Very good friends,
I've known him for years, Qe was originally from Tulsa and later
he was on a radio station T think, in Salina, Karnigasg, How Paul
is one of tha top commentators, s brilliant man ang a wvery
dedicated man, I'm veary fond of Paul Harvey. ang 1f vou hava

Cccasien at all to iistaen Lo any of paul Harvey's five-minute

THOMPSON: Yes.

SCHAEFER: He's brilliant.

you'd like to tell uye about that you think we ought to get on

tape herep

SCHAEFER: Well, T don't know., I think I tald vou about my
appointment to west Point. I was sne of 13 to take the exam-

ination for the appointment and I cape out second. Wooley
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onea intarﬂﬂting incident., T wWas asked for the number of signers

on the Declaration of Independence in the history examination,
I pictured, gon the history Tecitation room Walls, a facsimile
of the peclaration of Independence and I put 112. Then 1

9ot ready to turnp in the paper. The officer was there waiting

for me. I drew a line through it and put down 56, p few

dgked, "mr Schaefer, how did wyou get the number of signers of
the Declaration gof Indeperndence?” ang I said, "well, 3 pic-
tured a facsimile of the Declaration on g history recitation
Toom wall and pat down 112. ILates I decided that 1 would di-
vide that hy 2_» And I was the anly one out of 13 to get the

Correct number of signers of the Declaration of Independence——

MRS. SCHAEFER- Sheer luck.

SCHAEFER: Yeah . &nd then this is somewhat of a long Story,
Do you remember whan the "Black pome bombing of the docks at
Hoboken took place jugt before World war I was abaut to geat

unger wayy

THOMPSON: I've heard of it, I've read of it, yasg,
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SCHAEFER : Well, several months before we had entereg the war

it wasg thought, after the "Black pgme Hoboken bombing, that

West Point, ga We were called together (The Corps) and talgd

of thisg Fossibility. 2All the walters were taken aut of the

ato,and publishes notices such as "cadet mo ang 80 wouald like
to meet cadet g and 50 in front of the ola gymnasiom immedi—
ately after dismigsalw, and things like that. Littie personal
messages. And =g T wWrote g ma2ssage and turped it in ta ths

cadet Adjutante He was Feading through thesae different ltems
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the adjutant came Lo my massage—-"Cadet Schaefer waulg like to
sae the following named cadets in front of the old gymnasium
immediately afier dismisEal—~very important, » And then he
startad reading names. "Cadet Shultzie, padet Dursmith, cadet
Schwartzkepf, cadet Jank, cadet Kejgapn and othersg--all of thea

German names ip the corps I ecoulg think of, zaam, He got about

hall. Let's gea. And then Captain william P. Ennis, known as
"Bullw Ennis, Field Artillery, was in charge gf Field Artillery
Tactics when T was 2 cadet. This 11 took place a fay weeaks
before graduation in August 1917. I was in charge of a mountain
artillery detail during a practice march. Captain pull Ennisg
Was the tactiesl officer in charge of the problem. I was telg
to have my detail ready to ga at 5:00 A M., wWe had been out
about 10 days on this march. 71t Was in August and the muleg
backs were sore and everybody was anxious in get home. 7T hag
the detajil ready to go at 5:00 A4.M. and no orders and at 5:130
there were gtiil no orders, but the mules were restlegs, the

Sun was coming up, ang it was getting hot, gg 1 finally tolg
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the detail to Fut the guns down on the ground, tg relieve

the mules sore backs, After gettinﬁhthe guns down on the
ground--who should come in sight hue Bull Ennis, "Who is in
charge of this detailp® 1 said, "Cadet Schaefer, gip_n

"I thought I tolg You to have this—-r ang I said, "ves,sir,
but—="  apd that "but" wasg gz mistake, he just tore me apart in
g uncertain terms, Kow time goes ap and I am officar in charge
of flying at Post Field outside of Fort si1], Tha commanding
general at Fort 8ill was now General William p. Ennis. An pr-

derly came into my office ona day about 1o:00 o'clock in the

morning and he Says, "General Ennig sends his respects ang

[artille:y Spotting flight] of 155 mtartillery at 2:00 o'clock
in the afterncon, " 1 says, "Who?" And the orderly says,
"General Ennis " &And I szayg, "Why, yes, indeed, I'11 be glad

to take care af the General's reguest." At 2:00 a'eloek the
General drove Up and he introduced himself, 71 introduced myself,
He told me where the BT line wasg and so I flew the raglage for
him and digd it myself. I was then officer in charge of flying,

When we got through with the feglage, I throttled back and asked
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him if he'd like to Tly around the country and let me show him
what the airplane would do. ge said, "yYes.," gq I wound that

airplane up for al] it was worth, 1 had a good time with him.
When we landed, he said, "what digd ¥OUu say your name Wagpn

And I said, "Why. LE, Schaefer, air." andg he said, --

THOMPSON: When ¥You landed oW, sirc,

SCHAEFER: Yeah, when we landed from the flight over the mountaing
and the completion of the reglage, General Ennis called me aside
and he said, "Lt., what dig YOUu say your name wasy® I says,

"Lt. Schaefer, gir, » He says, "Didn't ¥ou and I have a little
difficulty with a problem back at West Point when you were 3
cadet?" I said, ‘¥Yes, gir." pa says, "Were you thinking about
that incidence when we were up thare?" 1 Bald, "Yes, sir_n

And he says, "Well, are You marriedz"” ang T said, "Yes,sipr »

He says, “Mgrg. Ennis and 1 would like ¥Yery much for You to have
dinner with us g0on." Now I've forgotten why we didn'e gat tgo
the dinner, but T don't think we aver had the dinner, Anyway
the General ang g became vary good friends. He was a2 delightfal

Person. He's dead new,
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THOMPEON: Do vou have another story heres

SCHAEFER: Well, here's, the lags thing 1 thought yag might be
interested ip, My first ride in ap |army airplane was in an Qx s
Jenny on 7=1-1918, the number of that jenny wasg 2713, the

Sum of the digits was 13 and it toock place at 1:00 P.M., the
13ith hour of the day. Now,I livegd very happily at 13 Runtington
for 15 years ang on 7-24-52 the bays at the Plant took me up

in a B=47 to give me my first ride in that d@irplane even

though we wars building them at the plant, 1 locked up at the
tail on the airplane and it wag airplane #12235 tha Sum of the
digits is 13, f'ye had all kinds of Sxperiences throughout

my life with J13-—

THOMPSON: 13 coming right up,

SCHAEFER:--it'sg pretty lucky.

THOMPSON - Very good.

SCHAEFER: Yeah.

THOMPSON: Well, thank you, Mr. Schaefer,
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Mr. Thompson

Gen. Bradley wag also a good friend, pge and Mark Clark are
old and dear friends--haoth classmates of ke, I think you
have latters from my files which I turned 9ver to you. gep-
eral wilbur isg anosther dear friepg then I hawve my classmates,

2411 of whom are dear friengs. General Albart C.Wedemayar isg

General MNorman Cota and I are old schagl Iriends, I'll tell

¥Ou of our econtacts at West Paint when we are together soon.

J. Earl Echasfer
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