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EL-MP16-36      NEWSREEL: THE NATION’S CAPITOL  January 20, 1953   
                           Copyright: Castle Films/United World Films, Inc. 
                     1 reel   350'   9 minutes   sound   B&W 
 
A film guide to the sights of Washington, DC including the Jefferson Memorial, Lincoln Memorial, 
Washington Memorial, National Archives Building, National Gallery of Art Museum, Arlington Cemetery, 
the Capitol Building, Supreme Court Building, Department of Justice Building, Treasury Building, State 
Department Building and the White House. It concludes with a filmed account of the inauguration of 
President Eisenhower on January 20, 1953. Eisenhower and Harry Truman riding in the motorcade to the 
Capitol Building. Senator Knowland administering the vice-presidential oath to Richard Nixon, Chief 
Justice Fred M. Vinson administering the oath to Eisenhower, the conclusion of Eisenhower's inaugural 
address, and part of the inaugural parade from the viewing stand at the White House. 
 
 
EL-MP16-84     INAUGURATION  Washington, DC January 20, 1953 
                           Copyright: Public Domain 
                           1 reel   1100'   30 minutes   Sound   Color 
 
Joe Martin and Styles Bridges present a filmed account of inauguration to Eisenhower. Members of 
planning committee: Norris Cotton, Chester E. Morrow, Sam Rayburn, Joe Martin, Styles Bridges, 
Herman Welker, Carl Hayden, Leslies C. Arends, Mark J. Trice and Edwin King. On speakers stand: Omar 
Bradley, Fred M. Vinson, Harry S. Truman, Herbert H. Hoover. William Knowland administers oath to 
Richard Nixon. Vinson administers oath to Eisenhower. Eisenhower gives Inaugural Prayer and Address. 
Luncheon at Senate follows. With Eisenhower reviewing the Inaugural Parade were Herbert Hoover, 
appointed cabinet members: Charles E. Wilson, George Humphrey, John Foster Dulles, Arthur 
Summerfield, Herbert Brownell, Douglas McKay, Secretary of Commerce Sinclair Weeks, Ezra Taft 
Benson; in addition, Harold Stassen, Oveta Culp Hobby, Sherman Adams, Governor Edward Arn. Total: 5 
minutes of Eisenhower talking, oath and presidential prayer. 
 
 
EL-MP16-222     GOING TO THE INAUGURAL Washington, DC  January 20, 1953 
                            Copyright: unknown 
                            1 reel   150'   4 minutes   sound   B&W 
 
Eisenhower and Mamie leave the National Presbyterian Church and are driven to the White House 
where they are greeted by President Harry S. Truman and Bess Truman. Accompanying them are 



Senator Styles Bridges and Joseph Martin. Following a motorcade to the Capitol, Eisenhower, Mamie, a 
and Richard and Pat Nixon are seen leaving the Capitol to lead the inaugural parade to the reviewing 
stand. 
 
 
EL-MP16-236     PRESIDENTIAL  INAUGURATION   Washington, DC  January 20, 1953 
                            Copyright: NBC 
                            1 reel   750'   19 minutes   sound   B&W 
 
The film opens with a view of the crowd at the inaugural ball at the National Guard Armory in 
Washington. The announcers talk with George Murphy, then discuss a few of the guests and their attire. 
Among the guests mentioned are Mrs. Everett Dirksen and Mrs. Arthur Summerfield. The entertainers 
mentioned include the bands of Lionel Hampton, Fred Waring, Wayne King, and Guy Lombardo; the 
Marine Band Orchestra; the Meyer Davis Orchestra; singer Jeannette McDonald. The scene shifts to 
Eisenhower, Mamie, John and Barbara Eisenhower, and Elivera Doud as they prepare to depart. The 
next scene is the ball at McDonough Auditorium at Georgetown University. Announcers Ben Grauer and 
Ray Michaels discuss the size of the crowd, then cover the arrival of Richard and Pat Nixon, John and 
Barbara Eisenhower, Elivera Doud, and Mr. and Mrs. Charles Wilson. Eisenhower and Mamie enter. 
Albert Melchior sings the Star Spangled Banner and Because, then Gladys Swarthout sings Bless This 
House. 
 
 
EL-MP16-237     DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER BECOMES THE 34th PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
                            Washington, DC  January 20-21, 1953 
                            Copyright: United States Information Agency  Public Domain 
                            1 reel   750'   19 minutes   sound   B&W 
 
January 20, 1953, crowds from all over country pour into Washington for the inauguration. Eisenhower, 
Mamie, and John Eisenhower arrive, attend religious services and are met at the White House by 
President Harry and Bess Truman. Following a motorcade to the Capitol, dignitaries file through the 
Rotunda. Among these are members of Congress, the Supreme Court, the Diplomatic Corps, the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, General George C. Marshall, Truman's cabinet, Herbert Hoover. Senator William F. 
Knowland administers the oath to Richard M. Nixon, then Eisenhower is sworn in by Chief Justice Fred 
M. Vinson. Eisenhower offers the inaugural prayer, then addresses the nation. Eisenhower presents 
Mamie, then they attend the parade. January 21, 1953, the cabinet members take office. Oaths are 
administered to John Foster Dulles and Oveta Culp Hobby.  
 
 
EL-MP16-247     INAUGURATION DAY   Washington, DC    January 20, 1953 
                            Copyright: NBC 
                             2 reels   4100'   100 minutes   sound   B&W 
 
Reel 1: NBC commentators Morgan Beattie and Clifton Utley describes the pre-inaugural scene and 
point out the locations of the NBC cameras. Eisenhower, Mamie, Joseph Martin and Styles Bridges arrive 
at the White House and are greeted by President Harry Truman, Bess and Margaret. The group follows 
the parade route to the Capitol. The invocation is given by Archbishop Patrick O'Boyle. Dorothy Maynor 
sings the anthem, Sen. William Knowland administers the vice presidential oath to Richard Nixon; 
Eugene Conley sings America The Beautiful. Rabbi Silver offers a prayer, then Eisenhower is sworn in by 
Chief Justice Fred M. Vinson. Eisenhower gives inaugural prayer, then begins his inaugural address. 
Among those on the platform are Harry S. Truman, Mamie Eisenhower, Herbert Hoover, Richard Nixon. 
Reel 2: Eisenhower concludes his inaugural address. H. V. Kalterborn analyzes the address as the 
President prepares for the parade. Eisenhower and Mamie are escorted to the White House by a police 



squad and the lst Battalion of the Third Infantry. Eisenhower, Mamie, Richard Nixon, Herbert Hoover, 
and Joseph Martin view the parade from the reviewing stand. The parade includes West Point Cadets, a 
religious float, the District of Columbia ROTC, the Abilene Kansas Cowboy Band, the Wyandotte County 
Horse troop, a miniature stagecoach, a California horse troop (led by Governor Earl Warren in a car), and 
the US Naval Academy. 
 
 
EL-MP16-476     1953 INAUGURAL PARADE 
                            Copyright: unknown                            1 reel   225'   6 minutes   silent   color 
 
 


